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PREFACE. 

1 HE author of the following pages has en- 
deavoured to compress into as small bounds as 
possible all that is interesting in the history of 
Virginia. A desire to render the work accessi- 
ble to those who have neither leisure nor money 
for voluminous publications, has perhaps led 
him into a degree of baldness, at least to an 
extreme of brevity. It is an extreme however, 
which the reader if not willing to approve will 
be most likely to pardon. 

There are no doubt defects of a more se- 
rious nature than such as arii^e from an uncour- 
teous style or unskilful composition. For his- 
torical inaccuracies his only plea is, that frailty 
of mind and liability to err which is the lot of 
all. It is sufficient for liim to say that he has 
sought truth unswayed by any bias known to 
himself. If he has not been so happy as always 
to find it, his failure affords but another proof of 
the imperfection of human efforts, and the va- 
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nity of human expectations. He who may be 
disposed to censure error with severity, should 
remember that truth is often obtained with dif- 
ficuity. Perhaps he is passing judgment upon 
labours he has not tried and wojold be unwUI- 
ing to encounter. ^ 

The kbour of compiling a duodecimo vo- 
lume w:ould indeed be trivial, were the objects 
of our research not often involved in obscurity 
or enveloped-in darkness. That mist which 
overspreads ages past and gone, often bewil- 
ders the diligent inquirer afjpr truth, and de- 
feats the ingetnloys e£forts of the historian. 

But whatever be the merit or demerit of the 
work, the subject is certainly important to 
all: — To the statesi?ian who wishes to trace 
from their foundations our political institutions 
and the great fabric of our government; — to 
the philosopher who delights to review the 
gradations of civil society and the progress of 
human knowledge; — to the less enlightened, 
though not less important, citizen who sup^^ 
pcwrts by his labour the nation, and protects 
her constitution by his sword. While they pos- 
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sess the^inhcritance transmitted by their fathers, 
they may learn to emulate their deeds. While 
they review the wars and hardships of their an- 
cestors, they may know how to appreciate the 
blessings themselves enjoy. 

The history of Virginia is on many accounts 
of more importance than that of her sister 
colonies. The early date of her origin, and the 
singular adventures and achievements of her 
first settlers: the important part she acted in 
the great struggle for liberty, and the illustri- 
ous characters she has given to our councib 
and our armies: her central situation and com- 
mercial advantages, conspire to give her a pre- 
ponderance in the national scale, and render 
her history well worth the attention of her citi- 
zens. 

Nor will the utility of this work be confined 
to Virginia alone, whose history is interwoven 
with that of the other states, and whose name 
for many years served to designate the whole 
of the English settlements on our coast. 

The author cannot dismiss his prefatory re- 
marks without tendering his thanks to thpse 
A2 
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gentlemen who have endeavoured to aid him 
in the prosecution of his work. Fikmh that very 
worthy patriot and enlightened citizen who di- 
rects the department of state, he received an 
invitation which did him much honour and 
which he regrets he was unable to accept In 
his ofiice are many documents of importance 
to the historian,, who may have leisure to exa- 
mine and patience to select. To (^hers he is 
indebted fcM* aid, which, although he may have 
neglected to acknowledge, he is not willing to 
forget. 
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TH£ 



fflSTORY OF VIRGINIA. 



aps 



CHAPTER I. 



1 HE origin of Virginia is not, like that of 
most nations, involved in fable and obscurity. 
Not much more than two centuries have elap- 
sed since our shores were first visited by Eu- 
ropean adventurers. We are able to trace our 
history from the first movements of colonial 
in&ncy, and can mark with precision our moral 
and physical progress. If a paucity of interest* 
ing materials sometimes check our research, 
we are compensated for the deficiency of mat« 
ter by the recency of the events, and the interest 
they are calculated to excite. To observe the 
rfee of society and the changes and revolutions 
of states and empires, is the most pleasing, and 
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not the least profitable employment of the hu- 
man mind. But we must feel a peculiar interest 
in reviewing the conduct and marking the po- 
licy of our ancestors. We shall behold our state 
from the very embryon 6f her existence rfein g 
amidst enemies, and progressing amidst diffi- 
culties towards her present grandeur and popu- 
lation. 

It was during the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
that the celebrated sir Waher Raleigh project- 
ed a settlement on our coast. This illustrious 
statesman having obtained letters patent em- 
powering him to discover and settle remote 
lands, fitted out with the assistance of his 
friends two small vessels for this purpose. 
These, under the command of captains Philip 
Amydas and Arthur Barlow, sailed from the 
Thames on the 27th of April 1584. About the 
middle of July they cast anchor at a place cal- 
led Wococon* on the coast of North Carolina. 

* Wococon, or Wokoken is supposed by Stkh to be 
that now called Ocracock. Beverly says, "they anchor* 
ed at an inlet by Roanoke j" and this opinion is confirm- 
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Soon ^fter their landing thejr were visited 
by several of the natives, and among others by 
the king's brother, whose name was Granga- 
nameo. This chief discovered no apprehensions 
from the intrusion of the strangers, but invited 
them to sit down on his mat with him and his 
attendants. 

After this first interview frequent visits were 
made by the natives, chiefly for the purpose of 
trading in skins, corals, and other articles. 

The village where Granganameo resided 
was situated on the island of Roanoke, about 
twenty miles from the place of their first Ismd- 
ing. Thither captain Amydas, with seven of 
his companions, went on a visit, and were hos- 
pitably entertained by the wife of that chief,, 
who was himself absent. 

The town consisted of eight or nine houses, 
built of cedar, and enclosed by a slender pali- 
sade. The attention of the wife of Granganameo 

edbjr a passage in one of Barlow's letters to sir Walter 
Raleigh, preserted by Hackluy t| and also by the accounts 
of subsequent voyages. 
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to the English is wotthy of remark. It shows, 
that hospitality is not confined to civilized na- 
tions, and that the rudeness of the savage may 
hh mingled with the noblest traits of humanity. 
She ordered the boat of the English to be 
drawn on shore that it might not be injured 
l^ the surge. When dinner was ready she in- 
vited her guests into a room, where they were 
presented with venison, fish and homony or 
boiled corn.* How fearless soever the natives 
might be of the designs of the English, all sus- 
picion was not yet removed from the breasts 
of the latter. Observing some of the Indians 

* Hpminy or homoni, as tlie word is spelt hf Stith and 
others, is too generally known in Virginia to need a dea^ 
cription; but the origin of the word is involved in obscu- 
rity. Whether it be an Indian word or a corruption in 
civilized language I am unable to decide, nor shall I 
trouble myself much to inquire. Bozman derives it from 
.the French omelet, as he writes it; but there is no such 
word in the French language* The orthography being 
omelette at once destroys the resembls^ce of sound 
which in omelet or omel6 as it is pronounced, would 
warrant his conclusion* 
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approach with their bows and arrows, they 
seized their arms and put themselves in a pos« 
ture of defence. The wife of Granganameo on 
this occasion endeavoured to remove their fears 
by commanding those implements of war to 
be taken from the Indians, whose vain or 
thoughtless parade had e^pited alarm. In -the 
evehing they returned to their boat, and lay at 
some distance from the shore, for fear of some 
hostility from the natives during the night. 

The discoveries of the English during their 
stay on these coasts were very limited. They 
penetrated but a few leagues from the place of 
their first landing, and gained from the natives 
but little information respecting their country. 
No trace of this coast having ever been visited 
by any civilized people was discovered. No- 
thing but a confused account of a vessel having 
been wrecked on their shores about thirty years 
before, was obtained from the natives. 

About the middle of September our adven- 
turers returned to England, carrying with them 
two of Uie natives, Maiftteo and Wanchese, who 
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showed a willingness to visit the land of the 
English. 

This discovery produced so much satisfac- 
tion to queen Elizabeth, that she named the 
country Virginia, in honour, as has been sup- 
posed, of her own virginity.* 

Sir Richard Granville with seven ships sailed 
from Plymouth in the following year (1585), for 
Virginia. With him returned Manteo, whose 
knowledge <rf his native country and the lan- 
guage of the Indians, rendered him of singular 
service to the English both as a guide and in- 
terpreter. Under his guidance they visited seve- 
ral towns and made various excursions through 
the country. During their stay at one of the 

•Others say the name was given by sir Walter 

Rftleigh hiinadf* ** A cause de la repugnance que la 

reine ayoit pour le marn^ge, 11 (Raleigh) Tapp^la ea 

son honneur, Virginia. 

Recher. curies Etata Urda. 

The errors of thi# author howerer^ are too numerous 

to aQow, much, weight to his^uthotitjr* The .above aen^ 

tence waq £9.un4^ on the tnistakeu. op^oi^, tbfit i^r 

Walter Raleigh visited Virginia in person. 
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tewns espied Akascogock,^ an Indian stcie from 
the con^any a ailver cup. This trivial offence 
brought destruction on their town, which was 
reduced to ashes b^r their merciless mvgdenu 

Grenville after this sailed for Hatteras, leav- 
ing about a hundred men at Roanoke under 
the command of Ralph Lane. During his stay 
at Hatteras he received a visit from Grangana- 
meo, whose friendship and services the English 
had much cause to remember. He soon after 
sailed for England, where he arrived on the 
18th of September, with a Spanish prize, taken 
pn his way.f 

* Called by some Scroton^ See Bozman's Maryland^ 
p. 75. 

t Burk's Virginia?. 
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CHAPTER II. 

OEFORE we proceed in our colonial his- 
tory, it may be proper to give some account 
of the inhabitants of this newly discovered 
country* Their history becomes so much 
blended with that of the colony, as to make 
an inquiry into their situation and population 
at this time an object worthy the attention of 
the reader. Our limits will confine us, however, 
to a few general observations. 

According to the account of captain John 
Smith, that part of Virginia that lies between 
the sea and the mountains was inhabited by 
forty-three different tribes of Indians. Thirty 
of these were united in a grand confederacy 
under the emperor Powhatan. The dominions 
of this mighty chief, who was long the most 
powerful rival, and most implacable foe, with 
whom the English had to contend, extended 
over that part of the country that lies south of 
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the Potowmack betwixt the coast and the falls 
of the rivers. 

In comparison with civilized countries this 
extensive territory contained but a scanty'popu- 
lation. The Powhatan confederacy consisted of 
but about eight thousand inhabitants, tl^hich is 
less than a twentieth of its present population. 

Besides this confederacy, there were two 
others which were combined against that of 
Powhatan. These were the Mannahoacks and 
Manakins; the former of whom, consisting of 
eight tribess occupied the country lying between 
Rappahannock and York rivers; and the latter, 
consisting of five tribes, was settled between 
York and James rivers above the falls. Besides 
these, were the NcHtoways, the Meherricks, 
the Tuteloes, and several other scattering and 
independent tribes. . ^ 

The hereditary dominions of Powhatan lay^ 
on James river which originally bore his name.* 
He had a seat on this river about a mile below 

• Powhatan, Arrowhattock, Appamattock, Pamunkey, 
Youghtanund and Mattapoment, descended to him from 
hb ancestors;^ 
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the falls, where Richmond now stands, aiK} 
another at Werowocomoco on the north side of 
York river, within the present county of Glou- 
cester.* 

This monarch was remarkable fbr tiie strength 
and vigour of his body, as well as for the ener- 
gies of his mind. He' possessed great skill in 
intrigue and great courage in battle. His equa- 
nimity in the career of victory, was only equall- 
ed by his fortitude in the hour of adversity^ 
If he had many vices incident to the savage 
life, he had some virtues seldom found among 
the civilized. He commanded a respect rarely 
paid by savages to their werowance, and main* 
tained a dignity and splendour worthy ^ 
monarch of thirty nations. He was constantly 
attended by a guard of forty warriors, and dur- 
ing the night a sentry regularly watched his 
{lalace. Though unlimited by custom in the 
number of his wives, his- seraglio exhibited 
the apathy of the Indian character. When he 
slept one of his women sat at his head and 

♦ Sec Trumbuirs History of the United States, chap- 
ter first, and Jefferson's Notes. 
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^»)Other at his feet. When he dined they at- 
tended him with water, or brought him a 
bunch of feathers to wipe his hands. His re- 
galia, free from the glitter of art, showed only 
the simpte royalty of. the savage. He wore a 
robe composed of skins, and sat on a throne 
spread with mats and decked with pearls and 
with beads. The furniture of his palace, like 
the qualities of his mind, was adapted to war, 
and the implements of death rather than of 
pleasure garnished his halls. 

The small number of the natives compared 
with their extent of territory, may to some be 
a matter of wonder. It is however a circum- 
stance inseparable from savage life,, where 
the checks to population are numerous and 
powerftil. Aniongst uncivilized nations the 
means of subsistence are often precarious and 
always scanty. The labours and hardships of 
the women, and the constant and destructive 
wars of the men, equally tend to retard the 
progress of population. 

When the first settlement of Europeans was 
made in Virginia, it is probable the whde 
B2' 
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number of Indians did not amount to twenty 
thousand.^ The wants and even the superfluities 
of civilized life tend equally to condense and 
increase the mass of society. Arts and manu* 
iactoriesi trade and commerce, strengthen it& 
bonds and promote its population* But to sa- 
vages who support themselves by hunting, 
whose places of abode are the forest and the 
wilderness, the multiplication of their species 
is rather an inconvenience than a blessing, as it 
lessens the public stock and divides the means 
of subsistence. 

The Indians of Virginia were generally well 
formed, and something above the European sta- 
ture. Smith, in his History of Virginia, repre- 
sents some of the tribes, particularly the Sus- 
quehaimocks, as approaching to the gigantic. 
He describes one of their chiefs, the calf of 
whose leg, he says, measured three quarters of 
a yard in circumference. Their complexion in 
infancy is white^ but in riper age it becomes a 

* Trumbull estimates their population at sixteen 
"Aousand. See bis Histoiy of the United States^ page S3i 
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eopper brown. Their hair is straight, long, and 
dark. In their moral disposition they are gene- 
rally cunning and deceitful, and always revenge- 
ful and cruel. Such was the state and cliaracter 
of the people whom the English found scattered 
ever the wilds and forests of America. 

The colony left at Roanoke made some at«- 
tempts to explore the interior of the country. 
They penetrated on the north as far as the 
Chesapeake nation of Indians, who were situ- 
ated on what is now c^led Elizabeth river, 
and to Secotan* on the south. Towards the 
northwest they discovered the Chowhanocks, 
who dwelt about the junction of the Meherrin 
and Nottoway rivers. The chief of this tribe 
amused the English with an account of a cop- 
per mine and pearl fishery, and a marvellous 
description of the source of the Roanoke, 
which he said gushed from a roqk on the 
borders of a great ocean. The credulous ad- 
. v^turers supposing this to be the south sea 

* Secotan was an Indian town situated between iht 
Neus and Pamptico> about eighty miles distant from 
Roanoke. 
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hoped soon to find a short route to South 
America. With a view also of finding rich 
mines they ascended the river in their bo^ts 
until want of provisions compelled them to re- 
turn. About this time they met with a realloss 
in the death of Granganameo^ whose friend* 
diip to the English had been constant and sin- 
cere. 

Many of the Indian chiefs, who had heard 
of the arrival of the English, began to testify 
their friendship by presents and by visiting the 
colony, accompanied by numbers of their sub- 
jects. The king of the island however, whose 
name was Wingina, did not imitate the exam- 
ple of Granganameo and other friendly natives. 
When the English arrived in his country he 
was confined by wounds which he had received 
in battle. He had no sooner recovered than 
he began, to plot the ruin of^the invaders. For 
this purpose he issued secret orders to his 
warriors to assemble and attack the colony. 
The plot fortunately for the English was dis- 
covered, and Wingina and a number of his 
men were drawn into ambush and skin. 
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During this year, (1585) sir Francis Drake, 
who had been cruising in the West Indies 
against the Spaniards, visited the in&nt colony 
in Virginia, and supplied them with such arti- 
cles as their wants required. He gave them a 
ship also, to enable them, in case their situation 
made it necessary, to return to England. Be« 
fore he left the coast of Virginia there happen* 
ed a violent storm, which drove their vessel 
from Its anchorage, and so alarmed the cdo- 
nists that they determined to abandon their 
settlement. They sailed with Drake for Eng- 
land| where they arrived in July 1586.* 

• See JBurk'6 Vlr j^iida, voK It 
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CHAPTER UI. 

A FEW days after the departure of Lane and 
his companions for England, sir Richards Gren* 
ville arrived with three ships, and provisions 
for the colony^ Finding nope of the colonists, 
they suspected that they had been extermina<i 
ted by the Indians. Their fears were removed 
by the information of Manteo, from whom they 
learned that their countrymen had returned to 
England with sir Francis Drake. Sir Richard 
Grenville concluded to leave fifty men at Roa^ 
noke, and having supplied them with provi- 
sions for two years, he returned to England. 

The following year John White with three 
ships sailed for Virginia. He was appointed 
governor of the colony with the assistance of 
twelve counsellors. On their arrival at Cape 
Hatteras, they despatched a party in search of 
the fifty men left at Roanoke by Grenville. 
They found their houses abandoned, their fort 
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destroyed, and no sign of recent habitation, 
except the bones of a man on the place where ^ 
the fort had stood. Twenty men under the 
guidance of Manteo were then sent to Croatan* 
to gain, if possible, some information respect- 
ing the colony. They there understood that in 
a quarrel betwixt Wingina^s people and the 
English, one of the latter had been slain, and 
that they had soon after abandoned the settle- 
ment. 

On the 13th of August Manteo underwent 
the ceremony of baptism, and for his friendship 
t04he English was honoured with the title of 
lord of Dessamonpeake.f White soon after- 
wards returned to England, leaving one hun- 
dred persons on one of the islands adjacent to 
Hatteras. 

In the year 1589 sir Walter Raleigh assign- 
ed to Thomas Smith and others his patent, 
With a donation of one hundred pounds for the 

♦^Croatan was an Indian town situated nearOcracock 
isletoti^ore Bank. 
/4;DNB88a«|onpeake*-a tribe gi Indians were so called* 
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jpropagation of Chrbtianity in Virginia. The 
I»'ojects of Raleigh for the discovery and set- 
tlement of Virginia had been attended with 
much expense and many disappointments. To 
the enterprise of this illustrious but unfortu- 
nate nobleman, however, we may be proud to 
trace our origin. S^ir Walter Raleigh was 
equally distinguished as a soldier^ a states- 
man, and a scholar. During the reign of queen 
Elizabeth he was among the first courtiers in 
the kingdom, no less honoured for his taknte 
than beloved for liis virtues and admired for 
his accomplishments. He early excited the en- 
mity of the Spanish Court by his active enter- 
prizes against that nation both in Europe and 
America. On the accession of James I. be lost 
his interest at court, and was tried and con- 
demned for a conspiracy against the king. He 
was however reprieved, and was employed af- 
terwards in the public service of his monarch. 
The ' sentence of death was still suspended 
over his head, and was at last executed to ap- 
pease the wrath of his enemies. He sufl^ed in 
the sixty-sixth year cS his age. His talents and 
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his virtues merited a better fate, and hisname, 
however it may have been traduced by his 
enemies, deserves a place amongst those whose 
actions have been the theme of other nations 
and whose misfortunes have been the disgrace 
of their own. 

John White again sailed for Virginia in the 
year 1590, with three ships supplied with pro- 
visions for the colony. They came to anchor on 
the 15th of August, and the first object of their 
search was the men that had been left on the 
island near Hatteras. They fired a cannon to 
announce their arrival, and although they dis- 
covered smoke at the place where the colony 
bad been left, they found no person. Observing 
on a post the word Croatan^ in large letters, 
► they weighed anchor for that place, but meet- 
ing with disastrous fortune, they changed their 
course and steered for the West Indies, neg- 
lecting the welfare of the colony to preserve 
their own. 

A succession of unfortunate voyages began 
to damp the spirit of discovery, which was not 
agaip revived until the year 1606. 
C 
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. Bartholomew ^osnold, an enterprizing navi*. 
gator, obtakied letters patent from James die 
Tirst, who had succeeded Elizabeth on the 
throne of England, by which that tract of coun^ 
try from thirty-four to forty-five degrees of 
north latitude was divided into southern and 
northern colonies of Virginia, and persons ap- 
pointed as a council for both divisions. About 
diis time the celebrated adventurer John Smith 
arrived in London, decked with the laurels of 
military adventure and heroic achievement. To 
kim Gosndd made known his projects, and 
engaged him to enter into the spirit of the en- 
terprise. As Smith is to act a con^icuous part 
in the colonial iHstory of Virginia, it may t>e 
amusing to the reader to have a sketch of his 
\ife previous to his adventures in America. He 
was bom at Willou^by in Eng^nd in the 
year 1579. He early discovered a romantic 
turn of mind, which at the age of fifteen he 
endeavoured to gratify by embarking for France 
in the train c^ a young nobleman. After visit- 
ing Paris, he travelled into the low countries, 
where he learned the art of war. At the age of 
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Seventeen he entered into the train of a French- 
man, who persuaded him to accompany him to / 
France. They arrived at St. Valory during the 
night, whek-e, with the connivance of the raas^ 
ter of the vessel, the trunks of Smith were 
carried on shore and plundered by the French, 
man, whq made his escape before the landing 
of our adventurer. When Smith came on shore, 
he found himsetf deprived of his baggage, and 
deserted by his companion. He afterwards em- 
barked at Marseilles for Italy, in company with 
a number of pilgrims. On their passage thent 
arose a violent storm, which the pilgrims im- 
puted to their having a heretic on board. They 
were at length induced by their superstitious 
f^rs to throw Smith into the sea, in order to 
calm its waves. He swam to land, which for- 
tunately was at no great distance, and was next 
day taken on board a ship which was going to 
Egypt. After coasting the Levant he was at 
length set on ^ore with a box of one thousand 
chequins, which enabled him to pursue his 
travels. His roving disposition carried him into 
Stiria, where he was introduced te lord £ber^ 
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spaught and baron Kizel. The emperor being 
hen at war with the Turks, Smith entered his 

ly as a volunteer. When Eberspaught was 
besS^ed in Olimpack by the Turkish army, 
and cu$ off from all means of intelligence, he 
obtained relief by means of a telegraph con- 
structed by Smith* Information was given of 
their design to attack the Turks on the east 
quarter, and advising Eberspaught at wha[t 
time to make a sally. The Turks were defeat- 
ed, and the enterprise of Smith was rewarded 
ivith the command of a troop of horse. 

At the siege of Rigal the Ottomans sent a 
challenge to the Transylvanian army, announc- 
ing the offer of the lord Turbisha to fight any 
captain of the christian troops. Thirty of the 
bravest captains being selected, they chose by 
lot one of that number to fight the Turkish 
hero. The lot fell upon Smith, who cheerfully 
accepted the challenge. He met his antagonist 
on horseback, and soon bore away his head in 
the presence of both armies. He immediately 
received and accepted a challenge from another 
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Turkish lord, who shared the fate of the for^* 
mer. 

Smith, in his turn, sent an offer to the 
enemy, which was accepted by Bonamalgro, 
This Turk unhorsed Smith and had nearly 
gained the victory, but fortune at length de* 
clared' for the English captain, and enabled 
him to add to the glory of his former victories 
the head of Bonamalgro. For these exploits he 
was honoured with a grand military proces- 
sion, in which three Turks* heads borne on 
the points of lances, graced their march. In 
addition to these honours, his general, the lord 
Moyzes, presented him with a horse richly 
caparisoned, a sword and belt worth three hun- 
dred ducats, and a commission of major in his 
regiment. 

Sonoe time after this the Transylvanianarmy 
was defeated, and Smith being woundecit iti die 
iMittle, lay among the slain. He was takc^* pri* 
soner by the enemy, and after being cure^ 6^ 
his wounds he was sold to the barfiaw Bogul, 
irho sent him as a present to his mistress Tra- 
g^bigsanda at Constantinople. This iady be* 
C2 
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came captivated with the fine appearance and 
heroic character of her prisoner, but fearing 
he might be ill-treated by Bogul on his return, 
she sent him for safety to her brother the ba- 
shaw of Nailbraitz on the borders of the sea 
of Asoph. This transfer proved a very unfor- 
tunate one for our adventurer, who exchanged 
the> amatory smiles of his mistress for the op- 
pressive commands of an unfeeling master. 
Within an hour after his arrival he was drest 
in haircloth, and sent, with his head shaved and 
an iron collar about his neck, to work among 
the slaves of the ba%haw. In this hopeless situ- 
ation his services were rewarded only by se- 
vere blows and repeated indignities, to which 
his proud spirit could not long submit. One 
day, while he was threshing in the field, his 
iin^ter began to beat him in his usual rigor- 
ous and brutal manner. Smith, unable to bear 
the treatment of his tyrant any" longer, raised 
his flail and beat out his brains. Then hidii^ 
his body in the straw, he filled a bag with grain, 
and set o£f on his master's horse through the 
inhospitable deserts of Russia. After travelling 
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through the wilds for sixteen days, he at length 
arrived at a Russian garrison on the river Don, 
where he was kindly received. He afterwards 
visited France, Spain, Germany, and Morocco, 
and returned at last to England.^ Such is the 
history of the man whom Gosnold engaged 
to accompany him to America. His adventures 
in the western world remain yet to be told. 
They will be equally amusing to the reader, 
and as they more directly belong to our sub- 
ject, they shall be more minutely related, as 
they occur in the course of our history. 

* See an account of his life in Stith's History of Vir- 
ginia. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the 19tfi of December 1606, Gosnold 
sailed from Blackwall with two ships, under 
the command of captain Christopher Newport. 
In this voyage captain Smith, whose active 
mind had already excited the envy of the other 
adventurers, was arrested on a charge of aim*- 
ing at usurping the power vested in the coun- 
cil, and kept in confinement during the rest of 
the voyage* On the 26th of April 1607 they 
entered the bay of Chesapeake, and gave to 
the two points of land which formed its en- 
trance, the names of the king's two sons, 
Charles and Henry.* 

On opening their orders, which had been 
delivered them in a sealed box, it appeared 
that Bartholomew Gosnold, John Smith, £d- 

* Henry was then prince of Wales; Charles was after- 
wardis kiqg of England} to wil^ the first of that name. 
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ward Maria Wingfield, Christopher Newport, 
John Martin, John Ratcliffe and George Ken- 
dall, were appointed a council for the colony. 
Having elected Wingfield president, they en- 
tered on their minutes their reasons for exclud- 
ing Smith from a participation in the duties of 
the council. 

The first river they entered was called by 
the natives Powhatan, but by the English was 
honoured with the name of their own sove- 
reign. While in search of a place of settle- 
ment, they met with some Indians who invited 
them to their town Kichotan, which stood 
where Hampton now stands, and regaled them 
with tobacco and a dance.* In their passage 
up the river, they met with another party of 
the natives, whose chief, with a bow and arrows 
in one hand and a pipe with tobacco in the 
other, demanded the cause of their coming. 

On the 13th of May they landed at a place 
to which they gave the name of Jamestown. 
At this memorable spot the first permament 

* See Smith's History of Virginia. 
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sctdement was made in Virginia. Tlie in4i^ns' 
who inhabited the adjacent country appeared 
friendly, and their chief Paspiha sent the Eng- 
lish a present of venison, and offered thenii as 
much land as they should want. 

Captain Newport, accompanied by captain 
John Smith, who was released from confine- 
ment though not absolved from the charge of 
treason, ascended the river with only twenty 
men, as high as the falls. During this.exqjgirsipn 
they made their first visit to the seat of the em^ 
peror Powhatan. The town where this monarch 
of so many nations then resided, stood about 
two miles below where Richmond now standS| 
and consisted of about a dozen of houses.^ 

The first appearance of the natives was cal- 
culated to inspire confidence in the English; 
but the traits of the Indian character were not 
yet fully unfolded. A little farther acquaintance 
seemed necessary to put the English cm their 
guard against that hostile spirit which lurked : 

* The site of the town is now part oflu farm belpnging 
to Mr. William Mayo. 
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under the mask of friendship. An opportunity 
oflfered in the absence of Smith and Newport 
of estimating the faith and attachment of the 
natives. The colcHiy at Jamestown was attack- 
ed by a party of Indians, who killed one and 
wounded seventeen of the English. This at- 
tack showed them the necessity of union 
among themselves, and more vigilance to- 
wards their enemies. 

Hitherto they had been distracted by do- 
mestic feuds, the constant companions of popu^ 
lar and incongruous bodies. They were now 
ccmipelled to think of their mutual defence. A 
fort which had been constructed since their 
arrival was strengthened by a palisade, and 
mounted with five pieces of cannon. 

Captain Smith, who had strenuously de- 
manded a trial, at length succeeded in his 
wishes, against the machinations of his -ene- 
mies. He was acquitted of the charges against 
him, *and ccmsequently admitted to his seat in 
the council. 

On the 22d of June 1607, Newport returnee) 
to Englandi leaving in Virginia one hundred 
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and Jour persons, with but a scanty stock of 
provisions. Owing to the scarcity or bad qua- 
lity of their food, and no doubt in* part to the. 
climate, which now when meliorated by the 
cultivation of the soil is not of the most salu- 
brious kind, about fifty of those that remained 
at JaTnestown died within a month after the de- 
parture of Newport. The survivors lived dur- 
ing the summer chiefly on crabs and sturgeon. 

During this time of famine and distress, the 
president Wingfield was charged with feasting 
on the provisions belonging to the colony, and 
other improper conduct. What might have 
been the degree of his guilt it is not worth our 
time to inquire. It is sufficient to observe, that 
the council dismissed him from his office, and 
elected John Raicliffc in his room. 

The adventurous mind of Smith, which 
could not be restrained by the love of ease 
nor the fear of danger, led him into various 
parts of the country, and enabled him to make 
important discoveries. In one of these excur- 
sions he discovered the people of Chickaho- 
moay. In another he procured a quantity of 
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coriif as a ransom for an idol which he had 
taken from the Kickotan Indians. He made 
another voyage up the river, with a design of 
eiLpkuing the source of the Chickahomopy. 
After ascending as far as possible in a boat, he 
proceeded in a canoe, accompanied by only 
two Englishmen and two Indians. The rest of 
his party, who were left to guard the boat, 
were attacked soon after his departure by tl^ 
&nM>us Opechancanough, whose treacherous 
and implacable hostility is indelibly recorded 
ki the annals of our country. This wily chief, 
with a number of his subjects, having discover- 
ed from one of the English whom he had taken 
prisoner, the route of captain Smith, pursued 
him without delay up the river. They surprised 
his companions asleep, and after killing them, 
soon overtook Smith, whom after a long and 
c^tinate resistance they took prisoner. During 
the fight he killed three of his assailants with 
his musket, and would have made good his 
retreat to the canoe, had not the loss of blood 
from his wounds deprived hkn o( strength, and 
compelled him to surrender to an enemy who 
D 
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even in the irioment of victory trembled at his 
prowess. 

They carried him prisoner to Orapaxe, a 
town situated on the upper part of Chickaho^ 
mony swamp. On their arrival at that place 
they were surrounded by the women and chil- 
dren, whose war songs, accompanied by frantic 
gestures and ravage ceremonies formed a novel 
spectacle to captain Smith. He was afterwards 
confined in a log house under a guard of about 
forty Indian^. The capture of Smith induced 
the enemy to think of an attack upon lames- 
town. In order the better to succeed in this 
attempt, they endeavoured to attach him to 
their interests, by offering him a large tract of 
land and a number of beautiful women if he 
would assist them in their project. However 
strong these motives might appear, they were 
not sufficient, if we m^y credit his own account, 
to draw him from the line of his duty, or shake 
die firm foundation of his patriotism. He so 
magnified the difficulties of the enterprise to 
their vi^w, as to induce them to relinquish the 
project. 
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They afterwards conducted Smith through 
different towns under the dominion of Ope- 
chancanough, and at last brought him to the 
seat of the emperor Powhatan at Werowoco- 
moco. This place was situated on the north 
side of York river, wfthin the present limits of 
Gloucester county. When captain Smith ap^ 
peared in the presence of this venerable old 
monarch, he found him dressed in skins, and 
surrounded by his chiefs and counsellors. It 
did not require a long consultation to deter- 
mine the fate of the captive. He was sentenced 
to die, and the emperor himself undertook the 
office of executioner. 

The head of Smith was laid on a large stone, 
and Powhatan being provided with a club, 
was aiming a fatal blow, when the interces- 
sion of his daughter, the princess Pocahontas, 
averted the stroke. She placed herself betwixt 
the instrument of death and the prisoner, whose 
head she clasped in her arms to shield it from 
the vengeance of her father. Whether this in- 
tervention of Pocahontas be imputed to gene- 
rous sorrow, or the softer sympathies of the 
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mind, I leave to others to determine. It is cer- 
tain that it succeeded in softening the rigour 
of the monarch, and releasing the prisoner from 
destruction. He was set at liberty and allowed 
to return to Jamestown, where he safely ar- 
rived after an absence oPabout seven weeks. 

The colony about this time was much ia 
want of provisions, but was relieved by the re- 
turn of captain Newport from England, after a 
tedious voyage, in which he had been compel- 
led by stress of weather to stop at the West 
Indies. He brought with him one hundred and 
twenty adventurers, with a supply of provi- 
sions and a number of presents for the empe- 
ror Powhatan. Not long after his arrival he 
made a visit to this monarch, for the purpose of 
delivering his presents and bartering for such 
articles as might be of service to the colony. 
He also paid his respects to Opechancanough, 
and returned to Jamestown which had been 
consumed by fire in his absence. 

The hope of finding gold on the shores, or 
in the recesses of Virginia, was not yet en- 
tirely abandoned, notwithstanding it had hither* 
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to been rewarded only by chagrin and disap- 
pointment. Newport, possessing the cupidity 
of' his countrymen, made an attempt to dis- 
cover those imaginary treasures, with more 
care, but as little success as others. He shortly 
afterwards returned to England, accompanied 
by the late president, Wingfield. 

Captain Nelson, who had sailed from Eng- 
land with Newport, but on account of the 
damage sustained at sea, had remained longer 
in the West Indies, arrived in Virginia in 
the year 1608, with a seasonable supply of 
provisions. 

Captain Smith, anxious to make new dis* 
coveries, undertook a voyage up the Chesa- 
peake bay, with a design to explore the mouths 
of the large rivers that empty into it. His at- 
tention was particularly arrested by the great 
width of the Potowmack, and the beauty and 
verdure of its banks. In sailing up this river 
he found his movements closely watched by 
the natives. A large body of them lay in am- 
bush on the bank, but were frightened and 
dispersed by the firing of a few muskets. He 

Da 
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was afterwards wounded, at the mouth of the 
Rappahannock, by a fish called the stingray , 
and his life being thought in danger, he was 
induced to return to Jamestown. 

Ratcliffe, whose conduct was not more cor- 
rect than that of his predecessor, became equals 
ly unpopular. He was dismissed from office, 
and the vacancy filled by the appointment of 
Capt John Smith as his successor. This active 
and enterprising man, however, could not be 
confined to the dull pursuits of domestic life 
or colonial government. A few days after his 
appointment to the presidency, he set oflf on a 
$econd voyage to the Chesapeake, during which 
expedition he visited the Susquehannocks, 
JManahocks, Nansemonds, Chesapeakes and 
other Indian tribes, and returned in Septem- 
ber to Jamestown, after a voyage of near three 
thousand miles in an open boat. 
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About the beginning of the year 1609, 
captain Newport again returned to Virginia, 
bringing with him two females, Mrs. Forrest 
and Anne Burras, her maid, the first Eu- 
ropean women that had arrived in the colony. 
. Newport was required by his commission to 
discover the South Sea, or one of the lost com- 
pany of sir Walter Raleigh, or a lump of gold* 
Without the attainment of one of which ob- 
jects he was not allowed to return to England. 
A short time after his arrival in Virginia he 
went to see the emperor Powhatan, accompa- 
nied by a guard of fifty men. He had brought 
with him from England several costly presents 
for that monarch, and among others a crown, 
the value of which the savage chief did not 
seem to appreciate. The condition on which 
this ensign of royalty was to be bestowed, was 
homage to the crown of England, a price that 
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ivas easily paid, and which was accompanied 
by an offer, equally valuable to the English, 
of his old mockasins and mantle. 

Newport, after an ineffectuaf attempt to ob- 
tain from Powhatan a guide for the purpose of 
exploring the country of the Manakins, pro- 
ceeded thither without such help, accompanied 
by about one hundred men. The hope of real- 
izing those golden dreams which had so often 
proved illusory, was no doubt a principal cause 
of this expedition, which like those undertaken 
with the same views, was attended with the 
same success. After a fatiguing journey they 
returned to Jamestown, without having added 
much to their treasures. 

During this year was celebrated betwixt 
Anne Burras and John Laydon the first mar- 
riage that is recorded in Virginia. 

The scarcity of provisions that prevailed in 
the colony induced captain Smith to undertake 
another expedition among the Indian tribes, 
during which he discovered the Appamattox 
nation. He seldom failed of procuring for the 
colony corn or some other article of provision, 
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^f which they were often in want, and he Was 
not very scrapulous about the manner in which 
he procured it. After his return from this ex- 
pedition he received and accepted an invita- 
tion from Powhatan to vibit him at Werowo- 
comoco. 

During his stay at the imperial court, various 
plans were laid by the monarch to entrap the 
English, and by Smith to procure a supply of 
eorn for the colony. The vigilance of the 
latter, aided by the unwavering friendship of 
Pocahontas, preserved them from the wiles and 
Stratagems of the savage chief. This amiable 
princes, whose sylvan virtues were untarnished 
by the manners of courts and the false delicacy 
of civilized life, gave frequent instances of her 
attachment to the English. While her father 
was meditating an attack under cover of the 
night, she found her way to their camp and in- 
formed them of their danger. 

Captain Smith afterwards made a visit to 
Pamunkey. During his stay at this place he was 
attacked by several hundred Indians,^ under the 
command of Opechancancmgh. During the en- 
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gagement he seized the chief and led him pri- 
l^oner in the midst of his own warriors, wIki 
instantly laid down their arms. He obtained a 
supply of corn, as a ransom for his royal cap- 
tive, whom he consequently delivered up to 
his people. A few days after this, captain 
Smith was attacked, as he travelled through 
the woods alone, by the king of Paspahey, a 
man of gigantic stature. After a long contest 
the chief was overcome by the prowess of 
Smith, who led him prisoner to Jamestown. 

By a, new charter, dated May 1609, the 
powers of the president and council were 
transferred to a company in London, to whom 
was intrusted the appointment of officers, civil 
and military, for the colony. The company, 
soon after their incorporation, appointed lord 
De la War captain general of Virginia, sir 
Thomas Gates lieutenant general, sir George 
Soiners admiral, and captain Newport vice ad- 
miral. 

Tow^ards the latter end of May, Gates, Som- 
ers, and Newport sailed for Virginia, with nine 
$hips plentifully supplied with provisions, and 
containing a number of passengers. The ad- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



47 

miraPs ship was unfortunately wrecked in sight 
of Bermudas, but the rest of the fleet, with the 
exception of a bark that foundered at sea, got 
safe to Virginia. G^tes and Somers arrived in 
two barks which they had constructed with 
much trouble arid diflSiculty in Bermudas. They 
found the colony in the most deplorable situa- 
tion. Captain Smith, tired of the quarrels and 
jealousies of his countrymen, and anxious to 
visit his native land, sailed for England, no 
more to visit the shores of Virginia. After his 
departure the Indians, no longer restrained by 
the terror j3f his name, broke out into open 
hostilities. Martin and West, who had been 
stationed, the former at Nansemond and the 
latter at the falls of James river, with upwards 
of a hundred men each, were driven from their 
posts, and compelled to take refuge in the set- 
tlement, after losing their boats and a number 
of their men. Ratcliffe, with a party of about 
thirty men, were surprised and cut off by Pow- 
hatan. Famine, the frequent attendant on war, 
increased the catalogue of colonial miseries, 
atid rendered the existence of the colony pre-^ 
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carious. From five hundred, the inhabitants 
were in a short time reduced to sixty, when 
the arrival of Gates and Somers shed a beam 
of joy over the gloomy prospects of Virginia. 

These however, had not the means of afford- 
ing substantial relief, and being discouraged 
by the dismal aspect of affairs, they resolved, 
with the miserable residue of the colony, to 
abandon their setdements and return to Eng- 
land. They accordingly embarked, and had 
proceeded down the river some distance, when 
they were met by lord De la War, and brought 
back to Jamestown. 

It was in June 1610 that lord De la Waf 
arrived in Virginia. After landing his men, he 
read to the col(»iy his commission appointing 
him their captain general for life. He did not 
howevCT remain long in a country that o&red 
rewards only to patient industry, and in a cU* 
mate that seemed destructive to the constitu- 
tbn of Europeans. After building two forts, 
and making some successful incursions againsjL 
the Indians, he returned in a debitttated state 
of body to England. On his departure the 
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edbny was left tinder the direction of George 
Percy, who had been appointed successor to 
Captain Smith in the presidency. 

On the 10th of May 1611, arrived sir T. 
Dale with three ships, and a good supply of 
provisions for the cokmy. Hitherto little atten- 
tion had been given to the improvement of 
Jamestown, which continued in a state of in- 
£incy without exhibiting marks of enterprise, 
^nd scarcely of ordinary industry. Captain 
.Smith hsid indeed turned his attention to the 
improvement of the little metropolis of Vir- 
ginia, bat his roving disposition would not 
allow him leisure to carry his plans into exe- 
^ution. As the improvement <rf Jamestown was 
fio much neglected, it can scarcely be thought 
.that the establishment of new towns would be 
an object of attention. 

. The first undertaking of Dale, however, was 
Ae establishment of a town, the ruins of which 
jwe still viable at Tuekahoe in Henrico coun- 
ty. It contained three streets of framed houses, 
with a good church, besides storehouses^ watch- 
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house$, Sec., and was defended by a palisade 
and several forts« 

Dale afterwards took the town of the Appa-^ 
mattox Indians, and annexing to it as a corpo- 
ration the plantations of Rocksdale hundred^ 
Shirley hundjred, and Upper and Lower huo^ 
dred, he gave to them the name of New Ber? 
mudas, and conferred on them sotjae valuable 
privileges^ 

Dale was succeeded in the government by 
sir T. Gates, wlu) arrived in Virginia in the, 
m^onth of August 1611. Duriqg this year cap* 
tain Argall made an expedition to the Potow- 
mack Indians, where, by the treachery of 
Japauzas, king of that nation, he got the prin^ 
cess Pocahontas into his h^nds. This rich prize 
was carried in triumph to Jamestown, where 
she soon after won the heart of a Mr. Rolfe, 
whose tender addresses awoke a reciprocal at^ 
tachmeut. The consent of Powhatan to the 
marriage of his daughter with an alien and an 
enemy was not easily obtained. His difficulties 
}iowever were at length overcome, and (be 
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marmge bttwixt Mr. Rolfe and the princess 
was celebrated in presence of her two brothers. 

In the year 1613 sir T* Gates returned to 
Europe, and the government, on his departure, 
devolved once more on Dale, During the ad- 
ministration of this getttlemai), an expedition 
was set on foot against the French and Dutch 
«ttleinents on the bay of Fundy and the Hud- 
son. The forts being unprepared for defence, 
Mirretidered without resistance. 

In the year 1616 sir T. Dale returned to 
England^ accompanied by Pocahontas and her 
Im^afri Rolfe, with several Indians of both 
^xes. On the departure of Dale the govern- 
inent devdtved on captain George Yeardly. 
Soon after his accession, he marched against 
the Chickahomonies^ whom he defeated in 
battle, and compelled to yield at least a tem- 
porary submission to the English. 

The arrival of Pocahontas excited much 
curiosity in England, while the wonders of the 
metropolis were no less calculated to awake 
her own. Having at length satisfied her eyes 
With beholding the works of men in a civilized^ 
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6tate of society, she retired with her husband 
to Brentford. Here she was unexpectedly visit- 
ed by her old acquaintance captain Smith. It 
appears, however, that the attention and grati- 
tude of this hero to his benefactress was not as 
great as she seemed to wish, and was entitled 
to expect. She died soon after at Gravesend, 
while she was preparing to return to her native 
shores. She left behind her an only son, who 
on the departure of his father for Virginia was 
intrusted to the care of his uncle Henry Rolfe 
of London. This youth afterwards became a 
respectable citizen of Virginia, ami his pos- 
terity are not unworthy, of their royal ancestry^ 
He left at his death a daughter, who was mar* 
ried to colonel Robert Boiling, from whom are 
descended many reputable families. Thus while 
the government of Powhatan has crumbled into 
dust under the arms of European invaders, the 
imperial blood has flowed into new channels, 
and infused its virtues into the veins of those 
who tread on the ruins of his empire. 

Powhatan died soon after he received the 
news of the death of his beloved Pocahontas* 
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The character i^ this monarchy while ennobled 
by all the virtues which seem to characterize the 
savage life, is also marked with some of its 
Tices^ Courage in battle and fortitude in ad- 
Tersity, mingled with treachery and cunning in 
their domestic intercourse, form the grand 
lineaments of the Indian character. We must 
not however exclude from the list of their vir* 
tues the warm fidelity of the friend, and the teji- 
der sympathies of the parent* These are not the 
effects of civilization nor the production of en- 
lightened reascm alone. The sentiments of the 
heart, Uke the features of the lace or the mem- 
bers of the body may be distorted by the tram- 
mels of education as well as marred by the 
ferocity of passion, but they are engraven too 
deep to be erased by either. Civilization seems 
in some instances to have refined the manners 
of mankind at the expense of their virtues 
and their happiness. War, in its present form^ 
m the garb of honour and regulated by the law 
of nations, is accompanied by a destruction of 
die human race greater than that which marks 
die i»'Qgress of finvage arms* The right of extern 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 

mination, often claimed by nations at war, is 
less excusable than that ferocity which hur- 
ries the savage from his native woods against 
the enemy of his nation. All that was noble, 
all that was brave^ and all that was good in 
the Indian character, belonged to Powhatan. 
His name was known and revered among the 
American tribes from the ocean to the lakes; 
and by the English his skill in intrigue and 
his valour in war were not to be despised. 

Sir G^eorgc Yeardley having been appointed 
governor, arrived in Virginia in the year 161^. 
During this year six new members were added 
to the council, and one hundred disorderljT 
persons were sent over as servants to the colo- 
nists. These unwelcome visitors were followed 
by a more agreeable c^rgo of a hundred un- 
married ^smales, designed to soften tbelabours 
of life, by mingling with them its coiijiigal 
joys. 

In the following year a Dutch ship, with a 
cai^o of negn>p8, arrived on the coast of Vir- 
gima, and pommenced that detestable com- 
m&tec that has entailed disgrace upon oar 
national character. 
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About this time (1621) the hostilities of the 
natives began to be attended by more serious 
consequences than the settlers of Virginia had 
seemed to expect* Opechancanough, if not the 
roost powerful, was at least the most invete- 
rate enemy, that they had encountered since, 
their arrival. His enmity grew with the colony, 
and he seemed to think that his own security 
depended on its entire destruction. This he 
had planned in his own mind, and the time at 
length arrived when the plan was to be put in 
execution with the sartie skill with which it 
had been devised. This plot was laid with the 
deepest cunning, and matured by the most 
profound dissimulation. The wily chief, while 
he .endeavoured to inflame the enmity of the 
Indians against the colonists, tried no less to 
blind the watchfulness and lull the suspicions 
of the colonists against the Indians. While the 
planters, secure in this specious appearance of 
friendship, were beginning to taste the bles- 
sings of aflluence and the pleasures of society, 
the enemy was aiming a blow no less &tal than 
unexpected* The Indians were drawn together 
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with a secrecy, and the at^clc made with a 
precision and celerity scarcely to be found in 
the movements of civilized armies. 

On the morning of the 22d of May, 1622, 
the Indians, under cover of thick woods, ap*- 
iproached the plantations of the Englbh. la 
cH-der to raider their attack more unsuspected, 
those of the colonists who were found strag-^ 
giing from their homes were suffered to pass 
unmolested, after receiving from Opechanca- 
nough many marks of attention. About twelve 
o'clock the whoop of battle was heard, and the 
Indians in different parties, bursting from the 
woods and thickets, carried death through the 
defenceless settlements of the English. In less 
than an hour about three hundred and fifty 
men, women and children fell victims to the 
Tengcancc of the remorseless savages. The 
friendly discovery made l^ a converted In* 
dian, m the service of one of the colonists, ap*^ 
jK'izing them of their danger, saved a part of 
the colony from ruin. The inftinnaticffi was re« 
ceived in titne to put Jamestown and the ad# 
joining plantations in a posture of defenee. 
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By this fatal stroke the number of the plan- 
tations was reduced from about eighty to only 
six; to wit, Paspiba, Shirley hundred, Flower 
de hundred, Kickotan, Jamestown and South* 
ampton. Indu^ry and business of every kind 
seemed to wither under 'the loss of colonial 
blood, and the dreary prospect of war and de- 
solation. The recent attack was too fatal to 
admit of immediate retaliation, and too wanton 
and cruel to be easily forgotten. During the 
succeeding jrear several expeditions were set 
txk foot agaii^ the enemy, and were generally 
attended with success. The towns of the na- 
tives were burnt and their corn destroyed, 
while the slaughter of men, women and children 
showed a spirit of revenge that did not well 
correspond with a claim to civilization. 

In the year 1624 the London Company, to 
which had been confided the direction of affairs 
- in Virginia, was dissolved, and the powers vest- 
ed in it by charter reverted to the crown. A 
provisional government was immediately form* 
ed, coasisting of a governor and eleven coun- 
sellors. Sir Francis Wyatt, who had been com- 
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missioned governor in the year 1621,, was ccm-. 
tinued in office, but having obtained le»ve to 
visit Ireland, sir George Yeardiey wasappcant* 
edto fill the vacancy made by his absence* 

The colony had been much harassed for 
some time by the Indians, and an expedtiioa 
was again undertaken and directed principally 
against Opitchapan, whose Warriors dwelt on 
the Pamunky* The Indians were defeated in a 
battle and a number of them slain. The £kig^ 
lish destroyed their huts aixl provisions, ai^ 
returned, settmg fire on their way to the long 
grass and underwood that served to conceal 
the approach of the enemy. 

On the death of sir George Yeardley, in the 
year 1627, the council elected captain F, West 
to fill the vacancy. During the succeeding year^ 
above one thousand emigrants from Europe 
arrived V in Virginia. This great accession to 
the population of the colony serves to shovr 
the estimation in which the new settlemeilts 
were held in Europe, and the inducements 
that colonial prosperity must at this time have 
afforded to adventurers* 
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About this time also arrived lord Baltimore^ 
a Roman catlK>lick Dobteman, who had pre-* 
vk)usly settled in Newfoundland, but was at- 
tracted to Virginia by the fame of its growing 
proq)erit]r. As the settlement of cathdicks in 
Vii^^m had been prohibited by the colonkd 
diarters, the ^sembly thought proper to tender 
to his lordship die oaths of allegiance and su- 
premacy. These oaths he refused to take, pre- 
ferring an exile from the blessings of colonial 
protection and fevour to base subjection to the 
unreasomJ^le restraints imposed by govern- 
ment. 

Lord Baltimore was fortunate enough how- 
ever to d:>tain a grant of a large territory on the 
north e^t corner of Virginia, which was set- 
tled in the reign of queen Mary, and in honour 
of that princess was called Maryland. 

Meanwhile the Indians continued their in- 
cursions, and the Pamunkies and Chickaho- 
atonies in particular, made frequent attacks on 
the colony, marking their course with terror 
9ad devastation, the constant attendants on In- 
dian warfare. Many of the English were carried 
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^oflPpriscMiers, and made flie victims of remorse- 
less cruelty or implacable revenge. 

Captain F. West, in the year 1628, was suc- 
ceeded in the government liy John Pott, dur- 
ing whose administration the colonial assem- 
bly was twice convened, and many regulations 
made for the defence of the colony. 

Pott was succeeded, in the year 1629, by 
sir John Hervey, a inan of an arbitrary and 
ambitious mind. His administration, however, 
was attended with some advantages to the 
colony and marked by some atttention to 
public interest. The establishment of a court 
at Jamestown, to meet twice a month, in which 
the members of the council were to preside 
in turn; the erection of a fort at Point Com- 
fort, and the encouragement given to the esta- 
blishment of salt works in Accomack, were 
among the wise measures of this administra- 
tion. Some parts of the governor's conduct 
however, excited much discontent among the 
people; and the assembly which met during 
hb administration showed die apprehensions 
they entertained from his tyranny, by the rfe. 
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strictions Ibey imposed on his prerogative. j(^ 
They forbade by few the imposiuon of anyK^"''^ 
tax without the consent of tbe aneniUy. They" 
likewise prohibited the raisiog of troops witfa- 
put their oi4er, unwiUing to admit in the re- 
{tt^sontaetive of the crown a pow^.not claimed 
by the crown itself. In the year 1635 HerVey 
was, for hi$ rapacity and tyranny, siispesided 
frcmi hh office, and captain F. West appointed 
in hi3 room. But a3 the former had beoi ap- 
pointed by royal commission, the assembly 
deemed it necessary to e^ibit articles of im- 
peachment against him, and for this purpose 
they appointed commissioners to visit the court 
of England, for the purpose of preferring the 
accusation. The commissioners were received 
with coldness by Charles, and their accusations 
against Hervey dismissed with but little re- 
gard. This odious man was reinstated, and 
continued in ofEce till the year 16,39, when he 
was succeeded by sir Francis Wyatt. The 
term of Wyatt's administration was short, for 
in the year J 641, it appears that sir William 
Berkeley becan>e governor of the <5olony. 
F 
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About this time the Indians, under the ccmi- 
mand of Opechancanough, made an irruption 
into the colony, marking their course, as usual, 
with slaughter and dismay. This massacre, like 
the former conducted by tlie same chief, had 
nigh proved fatal to the colcmy. The loss was 
estimated at about five hundred persons, the 
greater part of whom were slain about the 
heads of the rivers; particularly York &nd Pa- 
munky, where Opechancanough commanded 
in person. The militia were immediately arm- 
ed, and the colony put in a posture of defence. 
A body composed of every twentieth man, and 
commanded by sir William Berkeley in per- 
son, marched against the enemy to revenge the 
murders so recently perpetrated on tiieir coun- 
trymen. 

Little is now known, nor is it very impor- 
tant to know much of the events of this war. 
It is only necessary to observe, that hostilities 
were brought to a close by the capture and 
death of Opechancanough. This chief, who was 
now grown old, but who still appeared at the 
bead of his warriors, was at last surprised by a 
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party of the Engtish, and carried in triumph to 
Jamestown. The hoary monarch showed no 
s%ns of fear while in die hands of hb enemies, 
bnt supported in captivity that majestic de* 
p^rtment savi contempt for pain that distin- 
guished his more prosperous years. He was 
cnieBy murdered by one of his guards, whose 
recollection of injuries sustained by the hand 
of the chief probably prompted the bloody 
deed. 

The dissolution of the Powhatan confederacy 
followed the death of Opechancanough, and a 
general peace succeeded to the horrors of war. 

In the year 1644 sir William Berkeley re* 
turned to England, and during his absence of 
about twelve months Richard Kempe officiated 
as governor. 

About this time commenced in England the 
civil war, betwixt Charles the First and his 
parliament. During this struggle, which proved 
ao unfortunate for the monarch, Virginia ad- 
hered to the royal cause. 

The parliament, after the establishment of 
their power, despatched a fleet with a hodf ^ 
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land forces to reduce the colony. This arma-, 
fnent arrived in the Chesapeake, in the year 
I65I, under the command of sir G. Aiskew, 
who summoned the colony to surrender to the 
commonweahh. Virginia at this time contained 
a j>Opolation of nearly twenty thousand persomi, 
and Was able to bring into the field a force 
ttdther contemptible Ks to numbers nor valour. 
She had also at her head a man of loyalty and 
courage, who had not neglected to prepare fof 
afty attack that might be made. Several Dutch 
fiiip&, then lying at JatnestoWn, were mounted 
with canmn aftd afrayed in defence of (he 
colony. 

When the forces of the commonwealth at*- 
tived at Jamestown they were surprised to find 
their summons rejected, and prepa^tiotis made 
for a vigorous defence. Terms were however 
proposed^ for the settlement of matters without 
iippeal to arms, and agreed to by the colonists, 
who without relmquishing any of their formei* 
privileges transferred theh- allegiance from the 
ling to the commonwealth. In consequence of 
HAU change, it became necess^y to appoint a 
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provisional government until the regular ap* 
pointments could be made by the council of 
state in England. Accordingly, in the year 
1652, an assembly was convened at Jamestown, 
when Richard Bennet was chosen governor, 
and a council consisting of thirteen members 
elected to assbt in the administration* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1 HE hostility of the Indians, although sus- 
pended by the death of Opechancanough, was 
far from being entirely extinguished. The Rap. 
pahannocks first began to make inroads, de- 
stroying as they proceeded the property and 
lives of the colonists. To repel these aggres- 
sions an expedition was set on foot in the year 
1654 against that nation, and a body of troops 
under the command of general Carter marched 
to the Rappahannock towns. Little however is 
known of the events that occurred in that ex- 
pedition, although it is supposed that the In- 
dians of this tribe were destroyed or driven 
from their homes, as the name of Rappahan- 
nock, in the fc^owing year, appears on the list 
of counties. 

Bennet was succeeded by Edward Digges, 
during whose adminbtration a body of ^ix or 
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seven hundred Indians, having removed from 
the mountains and settled about the falls of 
James river, began to excite the attention of 
the government. The assembly, who were at 
this time in session, despatched a company of 
about one hundred men under the command 
of captain Hill, for the purpose of repelling the 
invaders. In this attempt Hill was defeated, 
and Totopotomoi, king of the Pamunkies, 
whom he had engaged to assist him, with a 
number of his warriors were killed. 

The affairs of Virginia at this period afford 
little Worthy of record* The royal government 
Was re-established in the nmther country, and 
the colony in Virgmia felt much joy at the re- 
storation, notwithstanding their recent submis- 
sion to the commonwealth. 

The ! assembly testified their satisfaction by 
many expres^ons (^ attachment to a throne 
which they had lately abjured, and from which 
they had not always received the most conci- 
Bating treatment. 

During the shbrt administration of Samuel 
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Matthews nothing of importance c&n ht found 
to relate.* 

In the year 1659 the assembly elected sir 
William Berkeley governor of Virginia, and 
accompanied his commission with a body of 
instructions, and permission to return to Eng* 
land. During his absence in England, Francis 
Moryson, by the appointment of the council, 
acted as governor. 

The spirit of persecution which reigned so 
long in Europe began at length to show itself 
in America. The quakers, a sect in whose opi- 
nions and practice it is difEcult to find any 
thing offensive to public peace Or injurious to 
social happiness, became the subjects of male- 
volent censure and intemperate zeal. If their 
tenets appear whimsical to some and unrea- 
sonable to others, their innocence of life and 
simplicity of manners might silence the cen* 

* During the existence of the commonwealth, the goi* 
vernors of the colony were elected by the assembly, and 
not appointed by the govermnent in England} as stated 
by Robertson and others. 
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sure or sc^ten the severity of their enemies. 
Persedution, however, seldom finds its victims 
among the disturbers of the human race; the 
weak and the friendless, those who are strug- 
gfirtg with adversity or emerging from the 
weakness of infancy, are often the objects of 
intolerance anrf^ury. The quakers in Virginia 
were excluded from the rights of citizens, and 
exposed to the arbitrary control of the magis- 
trate. In the asajembly of the year 1663, one 
of that sect was expelled from his seat in the 
house, to which he had been elected by the 
Inhabitants of Norfolk county. 

About this time a conspiracy against the 
government of the colony was formed, and 
when nearly ripe for execution was discover- 
ed by the vigilance of the governor, and the 
conspirators executed* The assembly, which 
convent a few days after the disclosure of the 
plot, expressed their gratitude by appointing 
the 13th of September, the day on which the 
conspiracy was to be carried into execution, a 
day of thanksgiving. 

Charles II. with a generosity which cost him 
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nothing, and from which he gained but little 
credit, bestowed upon his favourites large tracts 
erf land in Virginia, s'bme of which grants in- 
cluded the plantations of actual settler^, and 
proved the source of much trouble and em- 
barrassment. The assembly, after remonstrat- 
ing against the injustice and impolicy of the 
grants, appointed four gentlemen to go to 
England to act as agents for the colony in this 
afiair. In the event of this mission proving in- 
efTectual, it was resolved to purchase those 
grants from the patentees. The commissioners 
Exerted themselves for the interests of the. co- 
lony, but the rebellion, which broke out in 
Virginia about this time, rendered their zeal 
and fidelity abortive. 

During the year 1667 an expedition was set 
on foot for exploring the western parts of Vir- 
ginia. Captain Batte was appointed by the go- 
vernor to the command of thb party, which 
consisted of about an equal number of whites 
and Indians. In seven days after their depar- 
ture from Appamattox, they arrived at the foot 
of tkose lofty mounUuns which ignorant cre^ 
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dulity had hitherto pronounced impassable. 
According to the accounts given by Beverley, 
the first ridge of mountains they reached was 
neither high nor difficult to surmount; but 
after crossing this, their march was obstructed 
by (^hers that seemed to reach to the clouds. 
In these transmontane regions they discovered 
numerous flocks of deer, elks, buffaloes and 
other animals feeding on the luxuriant herbage 
which the rich valleys and lofty hills presented 
to their view. These explorers continued their 
course westwardj until they saw, to use their 
own language, the waters " running back- 
wards," or taking a different course fix)m 
those which empty into the Atlantic ocean. 

The accounts brought by Batte and his 
company, of the beauty and fertility of this 
country, induced sir W. Berkeley to under- 
take an expedition in person; but his plans 
were disconcerted by the rebellion above al- 
luded to, the circumstances of which we are 
now going to detaiL 

^ The discontents that had long existed in the 
bosom of the colmy, began at length to wear 
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a more serious aspect, and U> threatjen direful] 
consequences. Those who imagined their righ 
and privileges abridged, by restrictions on comr 
merce, united themselves ivath das^fectefi.eipa -' 
grapts , whose misgiuded zeal for liberty h^ 
been repressed in England only to break out 
iwith greater vi€4ence in the cc^ony. The iipi* 
cursions of the ]ndi£»)s, and the rumors of a 
plot for a general mas^cre, gave a pretext for 
popular commotion and military preparation. 
Bo great an alarm was excited by groundless 
rumors and J^ammatory reports^ that tJhe 
peojde iew to arms, and prepared for defeiH^ 
or aggression, as their fears or ambition might 
dictate. Blending their fears of Indian hostUily 
lykh their domestic and civil grievaiices, they 
i^Kcited the paisions of the populace as well by 
their dread of extermination as by their hofncur 
{^ oppre^sidi. 

No serious danger, however, could at this 
time be |usdy sq^rehended from the incursions 
of the natives. Their strength was broken ^by 
the dissdution of the Powhatan coilfS^racy, 
«n4i&e population of Vin§^ma vr&s suftoiefiit 
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te repef the attacks of their most powerful 
Iribes. But their proximity, and known hosti*- 
ficy, afforded to the disaffected a pretext for 
arming without law and without authority, 
irhile a de^dly^ enmity to the measures of go^ 
rcmroent was the principal cause of their 
movements. 

The insurgents chose for their leader, Na- 
thaniei Bacon, a young man of enterprise and 
talents, who had been educated in England. 
The first object erf this aspiring man was to in- 
flame the minds of the populace by portraying 
the grievances they had suflered from the in- 
terroptlon of their trade, and from the arbitrary 
measures of their rulers. Being possessed of a 
lively and impressive elocution he did not fail 
to em[^y iton those topics which had excited 
i^uimurs among the colonists. He also pub- 
Usheda paper setting forth the numerous causes 
ctf discont^t since the restoration, andthemo^ 
lives that induced them to take up arms on 
this Qceasion. Having collected a body of about 
t&x hundred m^n, he directed his course to- 
tte IndiaUi sesttlements, whejne ato^e be 
G 
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was likely to meet with an enemy who w(ml4 
give him a chance of acquiring the fame of 
military prowess. Before his departure he bad 
sent a messenger to the governor, sir William 
Berkeley, requesting a commission, that lie 
might have the sanction of government as well 
as the voice of the populace on his side. The 
governor, instead of granting his request, with 
a firn^ness that does honour to his memory^ 
published a proclamation commanding Bacon 
and his followers to disperse, under penalty of 
being proclaimed traitors. Not relying, how- 
ever, on mere proclamations, the governor de- 
termined on more effective measures. Having 
raised a force to aid the constituted authorities, 
he marched in pursuit of the insurgents, and 
proceeded as far as the falls of James river^ 
when he was alarmed with the news of another 
insurrection at Jamestown. He immediatdf 
hastened back to the defence of the metropo- 
lis, and of the little remaining power in his 
hands. On his arrival he found tbat a body of 
men from the lower and middle counties 
headed by two men, Ingram and Walklat^ 
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had usurped the government, and were now 
too strong to be resisted. In this dilemma the 
governor, finding opposition hopeless, thought 
^per to accomodate matters with the rebels^ 
by yielding at present to their demands. They 
required the dissolution of the assembly, which 
was granted, and writs issued for a new elec- 
tion. The spirit of disaffection became at last 
so general, that the friends to order were out- 
Toted in the succeeding election, and the go- 
ternor had the mortification to find in the as- 
sembly a majority opposed to his measures. 

In the mean time Bacon had raised his 
popularity by a successful attack on the In- 
dian settlements, in which he had made a 
number of prisoners. He was returning, swell- 
ed with the importance of his victory, when 
he received the news of the revolution at 
Jamestown. He immediately left the army, and 
proceeded down the river accompanied by a 
small detachment. There were at this time 
several English ships lying in the river, by 
one of which Bacon was intercepted and car- 
jfed prisoner to Jamestown. The fame of his 
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victory, however, had given such force to the 
current of public fevour, that the governor 
found it necessary to release him, and after 
givii^ his parole, he was admitted to a seat in 
Hhe council. The spirit of rebellion, far from 
having subsided, acquired new strength frota 
the mildness of opposition. No art was left 
untried to pervert the judgment and excite the 
peussions ofthe pec^e. 

Bacon having again put himself at the hea«l 
(rf his troops, determined to march to James^ 
town. After travelling all night he arrived earljr 
n^xt day at that place, and having drawa up 
his men in front of the state house, whik the 
assembly were sitting, he found it an easy 
nfiatter to bring them into his measures. A d^ 
putation was sent from that body to the go^ 
vernor, advising him to accede to the wishes 
of die peo^e, as the only means of restoring 
peace and order to the colony. Finding the as* 
sembly carried o£F in the torrent of disaffectida 
that had overspread the land, sir William 
Berkeley deemed it vain any longer to oppose 
the rage for reform that existed iiw the mimfo 
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of the people. He therefore signed an act (^ 
general indemnity, and granted a aommisBion 
of general to Bacon, whom he had lately pro* 
claimed a traitor. It is certain, however, that 
this change in sir William Berkeley's conduct 
ms owing to the influence of the assembly^ 
which was under a panic from the force of the 
insurgents, rather than to any fear inspired by 
the arms of the latter. He therefore dissolved 
the assembly, and having received an invita- 
tion from the inhabitants of Gloucester coun^ 
to take up his residence among them, he left 
Jamestown, and once more raised the standard 
of government in the colony. 

Bacon had set out on a new expedition to 
the frontiers, when he heard of the proclama- 
tion of the governor, again iteclaring him a 
tl^on He instantly changed his course, and 
i&arched with all speed towards Gloucester. 
The governor finding his force too small to 
meet the insurgents iii the field, thou^t pro- 
p^ to retire with a few of hb firiends to Acco- 
mack.. Bacon now placed himself at the head 
<tf civil and military al&irs; and under pretence 
G2 
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that sir Wiliiam ii^keky had abdicated tke 
chair of government, he called a convention, 
for the purpose of settling a provisional go* 
vemment i^il the pleasure ctf bis ma^sty 
should be made known* The convention ac^ 
cordkigly met at Middle Plantation on iht 
3d of August 1676, and proceeded to de^ 
dare the government vacwit by the voluntary 
abdication of sir William Berkeley. They also 
declaimed the power of the people to supply ihe 
vacancy until the plesiuBure of the king^ should 
be known. Writs were afterwards issued, sign- 
td> by Bacon and four others, members of the 
council, for calling an assembly. Having pro- 
cured something Hke the sanction of civil au- 
ifaority to his illegal usurpations, this ambitious 
maftwice more set off at the head of his sol- 
diery against the Indians. After destroying die 
towns of Pamunhy, Chickahomony and Mat- 
tapony, he directed his course towards the 
£d}$ o£ James river, where the enemy were 
itoitrng their forces to give him batde. At a 
place that has^^ been since called Btoody-nm 
an. engagement took place in: whieb the 1dm 
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dian& were bleated with coitsiderable loss. 
Thenr main body w^s postcid oa an eminence, 
and defended by a pdiisaded k^ through 
which the Ei^iish broke with a fiiry which 
the savages could not resbt. By tbes^ attacks 
oi the insurgent army tibe power of the M* 
diato in this quarter was broken with but little 
toes ta tlK; colony. 

The insurgents, not contented with the tri^ 
umpK so lately gained over their governo^^ 
dtiermined tO: surprise him a^ Aeeomack. For 
fhis purpose a number of armed men, with 
«i»e Gtks Bland at their head, privately em- 
barked in two or three souill vessels and pro. 
receded towards that place. The imentkm of 
Kand bad fbrtunaidy been conveyed to sir 
Wl^ttaite Berkeley by a cap^n Larimore, 
whfiise vesstl had been pressed into the ser>- 
vice. lacimseq^ence of tUsinformatSoRjtwen- 
^-^x men mider the tguidanec of Larimpm 
emitaBfced al midni^t in some boats^ and by 
a^ sudden asd bdd attack made themselves 
AifiustorB of the whole naval force of the enen>}^. 
^hts fortunate adventure gave to the afiairs 
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of sir William Berkeley a brighter aspect^ 
and put into his hands the naval empire of 
Virginia. He was able soon after to raise a 
force of about six hundred men, with which 
he marched to Jamestown and reinstated him- 
self in the government. The insurgents were 
now on their return from the frontiers, whca 
hearing of the counter-revdution at Jamestown 
they hastened their march and arrived before 
that place just as the sun was setting. They im- 
mediately proceeded to form a kind of intrench- 
ment to defend them from the attacks of the 
loyalists, and having completed their works 
about midnight retired to rest. They were not 
allowed long repose. The governor with all his 
force, which wanted in discipline and valour 
what it was superior in numbers, marched out 
to attack the insurgents. He was beaten back 
with the loss of several of his men killed in 
the engagement. The loyalists embarked next 
night on board their vessels, taking with them 
whatever was most valuable; and dropping 
down the river, came to anchor out of reach 
of the batteries on the island. Finding that their 
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enemies had evacuated the town, Bacon and his 
followers entered in triumph, but were much 
disappointed on discovering that their parsi- 
monious opponents had left them nothing to 
plunder. The enraged conquerors immediately 
set the houses on fire, and reduced the infant v^ 
metropolis of Virginia to ashes. 

Bacon Iband himself once more at the helm 
of aSsors in the colony, and thinking himself 
^ed above the power of the loyaUsta, he dts** 
missed his followers, and retir<*d to his former 
res^ence at Middle Plantation. Death soon 
liter closed the career of this restless dema. 
gogue, and left his seditious paitisans without 
aleaden* 

* Nfte No. I. Appendix. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

'^ The death of their leader had broken the 
strength of the insurgents, and the sad reversed 
of fortune had taught the loyalists not to rely 
on her smiles. Both parties appeared tired tX 
the contest, and disused to close hostilities 
by an amicable adjustment. Commissioners 
were accordingly appointed to meet at West 
Point, for the purpose of settling aU differences 
betwixt them. Terms equally agreeable to bc^, 
consisting of a general indemnity on the part 
of the government and submission on that of 
the insurgents, were settled without difficulty. 
Sir William Berkeley has been charged whh 
violating the promise of general pardon, and 
accused of treating the rebels after his restora- 
tion with great severity. It is stated that a num* 
ber of the insurgents suffered death under the 
sentence of martial law, and many were con* 
4ned in gaols by the severity of legal process. 
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So great was the rigour of punishment that 
some were preparing to leave the colony, when 
the aspect of affairs was fortunately changed 
by the arrival of commbsioners from England, 
with power to examine and redress the griev- 
ances of the colony. They brought with them 
a regiment of regulars, for the purpose of sup- 
pressing rebellion and restoring peace and order 
to the community. The disturbances had al- 
ready ceased among the people, but the rigour 
of the governor against the insurgents still con- 
tinued. 

The conduct of sir William Berkeley at this 
time does not weH accord with his general 
character, which had not hitherto been marked 
by either duplicity or cruelty. His resentment 
however was so great, that he refused to pub- 
lish an act of general indemnity brought over 
by the commissioners. This general pardon in- 
eluded all who would submit to the govern- 
ment, with the exception of Bacon alone, who 
was now beyond the reach of human justice. 
Finding the governor inflexible, the commis- 
sioiiers proceeded to open their court for h^ar- 
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ing and determming grievances. The joy that 
diffused itself through the colony, when the 
nature of their commission was known, was^^ 
equal to the gloom that pervaded the public 
mind before their arrival. The assembly, which 
met about this time, concurred with the com- 
missioners, and even remonstrated against the 
aonduct of the governor. Soon afterwards sir 
Williaiti Berkeley sailed for England, leaving 
tjie a&irs of goveniment in the hands of Her- 
bert Jeffries^, as lieutenant governor, whose ap^ 
pointment is dated 11th November 1676. 

The col<Miy having been for some time free 
from the inroads of the Indians, began at length 
to be alarmed by the frequent incursions ci 
the Six Nations. This confederacy of savage 
tribes was very extensive. The terror of thck 
arms was felt from tire Carolinas to New Eng- 
land, and as far as the Mississippi on the we^. 
Both French and English were anxious to 
procure their friendship, and fearful to provdce 
their vengeance. Fortunately, for the peaoe 
c^ the colony, a treaty was formed with this 
powerful coalition. The terms were settltoi at 



d by Google 



I 



r 



85 



Middle Plsmtation, where deputies from the 
several tribes met those of Virginia. By the 
djedth of Jeffries m 1678, the gavenrnxeiit de- 
TOlved on sir H. Chicherty, who in 1680 was 
succeeded by lord Cupper. This noUeman 
brought with him several new kwsiy whfeh the 
kiog had thought pm^r to recommend |o the 
general assembly. He also published an aet of 
general indemnity for all offences comnritted 
during the rebellion* The prudent administra- 
tion of Culpeper entitled him to the friendship 
of the colony, which could not have been bet^ 
ter expressed than by making an addition of 
oqe thousand pounds to tus salary* 

On the departure of this noMeman for Eng^ 
land, the government once more devolved upon 
^H. Chkherly.. The affairs, of Vii^iniaexhilut 
luMhing worthy t|ie attention of the historian^ 
until the arrival of lord Howard, who was ap«^ 
pointed in the year 1684 to admmister the go^ 
Tatiment c^ the colony. Duvmg bis admunis- 
teatioa the Indians of the Six Nations renew^ 
I Afiir depi:edations on the %mtiers of Virginia, 
I a^ those tribes who ccu^inued inalliiHice mth 
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the colonists suflfered equally from their incur- 
sions. . 

The governor had the good fortune to stop 
their inroads, by a treaty which he concluded 
with the chiefs of those warlike nations, at 
Albany. On his return from this place, he sent 
a body of militia to the head of the Chesapeake 
bay against a nation of Indians, who had attack- 
ed the frontiers in his absence. 

During the year 1684, died Charles IL, a 
monarch neither famed for the wisdom of his 
public, nor the virtues of his private life. Dur- 
ing hb exile at the court of France, he ac- 
quired habits of licentiousness and debauchery 
which he brought with him, and rendered 
fashionable in his native land. He was suc- 
ceeded in the throne of England by James the 
Second, who, as well as his predecessor, had 
been forced to seek in France ^n asylum from 
the rage of his enemies^ 

At, the restoration James had been declared 
admiral of England, and in the year 1665 he 
obtained a celebrat|^ victory over Opdam, the 
Dutch admiral. James however, cUd not cany | 
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with him to the throne those virtues which 
had distinguished him while duke of YoA. 
He was a bigoted and selfish monarch, and 
seemed to have lost that courage whidh had 
marked his early life. As soon as his appoint- 
ment was known in Virginia, the governor 
and council made a humble address to his 
majesty, congratulating him on his accession 
to the throne, and tendering their lives and 
fortunes in his defence whenever he should 
demand them. The spirit of discontent how- 
ever which began to rise' in England soon 
found its way into her colonies. 

The governor in order to check these sedi- 
tious appearances, published a proclamation 
forbidding all inflammatory discourses, and 
factions tending to disturb the peace of go- 
vemment. Several persons were also appre- 
hended and brought before the council for 
treasonable proceedings. The dread of popery, 
so strong in the mother country, operated also 
on the minds of the colonists. The discontents 
on this side the ocean almost kept pace with 
those in England* 
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At lei^& -the aftfortunate monarch, finding 
the popular ctirrent too strong to be resisted, 
wkh a timidky that perhaps saved him from 
tbt fete of his feiher, resolved to abdicate hb 
i^ene. 

When this event was known in Virginia, 
and it was fonnally announced that William 
and Mary Were recognised as sovereigns by 
the British nation, a general joy was diffbsed 
amongst the ccJonists. The couticit, tHio Imd 
so lately pledged their lives and fortunes m de- 
lence x^ James, Datumlly felt some embarrass- 
ment on the occasion. Their hatred to tbt 
catholic religion, however, which was not di- 
minished by their security from its influence, 
overcame every obstacle, and, a few months 
after the accession of William and Maxy wa8 
made known, they were publicly proclaim!^ 
in Virginia, 

In the year 1689 sir Francis Nicholson was 
appointed governor in the absence of Howard 
who returned to England. It was during the 
administration of Nicholson, that the establish** 
ment of a post office was first proposed; and a 
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sid^^cnptk>n for a college was also set on foot 
and patronized by tb^ governor and council. 
For this institution two thousand five hundred 
pounds were obtained, and a charter was soon 
after procured from the king, accompanied by 
a donation of about two thousand pounds ster- 
iing, due on account of quitrents, twenty thou- 
sand acres of land, and the revenue arising 
from the penny per pound on tobacco export- 
ed from Vii^inia and Maryland to the other 

» 

plantations.^ 

In the year 1692 Nicholson was removed 
from the chair of government, to make room 

* The college by its charter was under the direction 
of twenty visitors, who were its legislators, and was also 
allowed a representative in the general assembly. It had 
a professorship of the Latin and Greek languages, one 
of mathematics, one of moral philosophy, and two of 
divinity. After the revolution the language and divinity 
professorships were changed for those of law and medi- 
cine. The late bishop Madison proffered his aid in pro* 
curing information rektive to the literature and lite- 
rary institutions of Virginia, but his death deprived m^e 
of the pleasure of receiving his communications. 
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for«6ir Edmund Andros, a flatterer and &y<Hir* 
ite of kings, but an oppressor <«r the peo|^. 
This msan had been formerly goveriior of New 
York* He albeflvards received from king Jamea 
a commissioD for the g^ovemmen^tof New Eng*- 
land, where he imitated the omduct of his 
royal master iu Ingotiy and oppre^on. At 
length the indignatioaof the people could«BO 
longer be repressed, and they determined on 
resistance. On a report that a massacre was in<P 
tended by the governor's guards, the peofde 
of Boston took up arms, and surrounding the 
palace, seiaedthe governor and abbut fifty of 
hb coadjutors, and placed them in confine- 
ment. Sir Edmund was tairkd to England for 
trial, but instead of meeting with ttie piuni&h- 
ments which his crimes had deserved, he was 
honoured with the appointment of governor of 
Vu-ginia. 

O^ his arrivd in Virginia writs were issued 
for a new elec^n of burge^es, »d several 
proclsrmations were published rehftive to tiie 
general interests Of the colony. From the cha- 
racter given by Beverley of sir Edmund An- 
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dros» we must a>nclude that be hftd been much 
reformed by bis transportatioD to Englaml. He 
is lepresented by this historian as a liberal and 
enlightened nian» of a mild deportment^ and 
a gileat encoilrager c£ industry and maauCic- 
tures**: He was succeeded by sir F. Nicholson, 
who was ftgain appomted to the government of 
Virginia, and continued in office until the year 
1705^ when he was recdled and Edward Nott 
appointed in his room. There is nothing^ worthy 
of notice during the administration of Nott, or 
that of his successor Edmund Jennings. 

The administration of Alexander Spols wood, 
which commenced in the year 1710, opens a 
wider and more interesting prospect to the his* 
torian. This gentleman, witfi an enlightened 
and enterprising mind, united in himself the 
accomjdishmentfi of the statesman and the sol- 
dier. SoQti after his appointment he determined 
» ex{doring tbe ootmtry west of that gredt 
fange of mouottins which seemed to prescribe 
&atts to his predecessors. This undertaking 

^, / * Kotf IL Appendix:. 
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was aceompUshed, and the parage of tiK 
mountains effected without much difficult. 
The splendor of the achievement far over- 
balanced the dangers of its execution. 

About this time the encroachments of the 
French, on the north western waters, induced 
the governor to propose to the British ministry 
the establishment of a company, to settle such 
lands on the Ohio as they might be able to 
procure from the natives. He likewise proposed 
the establishment of a chain of forts from the 
Lakes to the Mississippi, by which the en- 
croachments of the French might be restrained^ 
and the fur trade might be secured to the Eng- 
lish. The ministry did not however enter into 
his views, and it was not till after the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle that his plans were revived 
and adopted by the British government. 

Spotswood was equally unsuccessful in ano* 
ther application which he made to the govern- 
ment, requiring that the men emplc^ed under 
him in exploring tlie country should be paid 
for their services. However reasonable might 
be his request, it seemed to make him more 
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bflpopular with the ministry, Jind was sooft 
after followed by his dismission from office. 

The enterprising talent^and inflexible vir- 
tuea of governor Spotswood might have been 
highly-useful to the interests of Britain in Ame^ 
rica, at a time when her ancient European 
rival, France, was endeavouring to wrest from 
her hands the la^e and riches of the new world. 
The former^ with her possessions on the seft 
coast and dountry adjacent, beheld with a jea- 
lous eye the progress of her enemy on the St. 
Lawrence and the Lakes% The latter claimed 
thg' c^utitiry West itf the ABegtemy, Wrkhe 
ground of her bein^ the first who es:|)iwed 
it. The English claims, founded on the char*- 
ters of their monarchs, were m^ach more exten* 
sive, and seemed to be as boundless as theiir 
ambition itself. They thought themselves etiti- 
tied to the whole country, as fair as the South 
&a; and although they were compelled to recede 
jfrom the extravagance of this claim, yet iht 
encroachments of both France and Spain seem- 
ed to indicate the necessity of strong and ef* 
fcctive resistance. The antij«rthy which pre- 
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v^Ied betwixt those nations in Europe, seemed 
to extend its influence to their remotest colo- 
nies; and peace, sa seldom enjoyed at home, 
was scarcely to be expected to continue on 
this side the ocean. Accordingly, in the year 
1739, hostilities commenced against Spain^and 
soon after against France. In the commence- 
ment of this war the late governor Spotswood 
was again called into public service, and ho- 
noured with the command of the colonial 
troops. But he did not live to enjoy the re- 
turning smiles of royal favour. 

Spotswood had been succeeded in the go- 
vernment l)y sir Hugh Drysdale, who arrived 
in Virginia in the year 1723j and during whose 
administration nothing occurred worthy of re- 
cord, * 

Drysdale was succeeded in office by Gooch, 
soon after whose accession an expedition was 
set on foot against Carthagena. In this unsuc- 
cessful attempt Gooch, who had been formerly 
an officer in the British service, commanded 
the colonial troops. 

About this time (1742) considerable alarm 
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was excited in Virginia, by the news of a skir- 
mish betwixt a party of Shawanese and a de- 
tachment of militia. In this engagement the 
Virginians lost a captain M'Dowell, and seve- 
ral men. The governor, with the advice of the 
council, adopted such measures as might pre- 
vent aggression from the same quarter. A sup- 
ply of ammunition was sent to the frontiers, 
^nd commissioners appointed to visit the In- 
dian tribes for the purpose of promoting peace. 
In the year 1743 the college of Virginia lost 
her first president, the Rev. James Blair. This 
learned and eminent divine was born and edu- 
cated in Scotland, but on account of the un- 
settled state of religion in that kingdom, he 
passed over to England near the end of the 
reign of Charles the Second. He sailed for 
Virginia as a missionary, in the year X685, 
and soon after his arrival was appointed to the 
highest honours the church could offer in the 
colony. The establishment of a college in Wil- 
liamsburg, was in part owing to his exertions, 
and its subsequent prosperity was muc4i in- 
debted to his^ zeal in its behalf. In the ye^ 
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1Q91 h^ s^led for England^ to. prociirie a char- 
ter and the pecuniary siid of govemm^it, and 
bia mi$$iQn wa3 attended ^ith the desired suc- 
c^99^ Blair was named in the charter as the 
ir9t pre^dent, in which office he continued 
fifty^-one years. He was also ecclesiastical coni- 
mi^aary and dumber of the council about the 
§ame number of years. 

Ttke vacaney in the council occasioned by 
the dealh of Mr. Blair, was filled by the ap- 
pointment of William Fairfax, son of the pro- 
prietor of the northern neck. 

By the deatfi of colonel WilUam Byrd, the 
colony was djeprived of another valuable citizen, 
^ well as meinber (rf the council. His exten* 
sive education and ample fortune threw a lustre 
round the virtue$ ctf hia private life. His deat^ - 
was 9 serious loss to Virginia. 

In the year 1746 the public buildings ik 
William^bui^ were destroyed by fire, sup- 
posed to be the work qf some incendiary. In 
consequence of the destruction of the capito^ 
tj^ next assembly, a^eably to summons, met 
iQ the CQllege^ It may he proper ;ta notice ha^ 
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a proclamation of the governor, forbidding the 
meetings of Moravians, Newlights and Me- 
thodists, under severe penahies. Enjoying, a^ 
we do now, the blessings of a free government, 
and feeling the influence of principles, the oflf- 
spring of the revolution, we look back with 
astonishment, almost with incredulity, on the 
bigotry and intolerance which so lately influ- 
enced the councils of Virginia.* 

* There is one sect, the Quakers, to whom the blessings 
of liberty seem to be mingled with the alloy of intole- 
rance and persecution. The free exercise of their reli- 
gion is restrained by civil policy, or prohibited by legal 
sanctions. They are required to conform to the institu- 
tions of man by violating the commandments of God* 
The arguments in favour of this rigid policy go to the 
destruction of religious liberty, by making the human 
legislator the judge of our religion, and the arbiter of 
our conscience. Its advocates say, that in the present 
state of the world, means of defence against the aggres- 
sion of enemies are as necessary and as just as are the 
means to prevent disease or hunger, or any other evil 
that might obstruct the enjoyment of life; and if it be 
just that government resist and repel the attacks of 
I 
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About this time a bill was brought forward^ 
and passed in the house of burgesses, for the 
removal of the seat of government to some 
more central part of the colony. The governor 
and council, some of whom possessed property 
in Williamsburg, refused their assent to a mea- 
sure which threatened to injure their private 
interests. The matter was again brought for- 

enemies, it is equally just that all who enjoy the bene- 
fits of this protection should contribute to its support. 

But is it not a painful reflection to a republican, enjoy- 
ing the blessings of liberty^ to think that they are so un- 
equally diffused; and that so large a portion of our popd- 
lation should be exposed to the penalties of the lawy 
because they refuse to dip their steel in human blood. 
It wiU not much relieve our feelings to recoUect that 
this infringement of liberty of conscience falls on a sect 
whose innocence almost precludes the necessity of lawy 
and whose meekness might inspire compassion. 

The Abbe Raynali speaking of the Quakers, says, 
<< La fi^re simplicit6 de ces noureaux enthousiastes qui 
benissoient le ciel et les hommes au milieu des tour* 
mens et de Tignomini^, inspire de la veneration pour 
leurs personnes, fit aimer leurs sentimens et multiplia 
leurs pros6Iyte9." 
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ward in the year 1748, but met with no better 
success than before. During this year the 
towns of Petersburg and Blandford were esta- 
blished by law, and acts of assembly passed 
establishing towns in Augusta, King William 
and Henrico counties. 

Among other acts of this session, the assem- 
Uy ordered a general revisal of the colonial 
laws, and for this purpose appointed a comr- 
mittee consisting of the following persons, 
Peyton Randolph, Philip Ludwell, Beverly 
Whiting, Carter Burwell and Benjamin Wal- 
ler. 

Gooch, who had been governor of Virginia 
for upwards of twenty years, at length resolved 
on visiting his native country. Before his de- 
parture he was waited upon by the president 
and council with an address of thanks for his 
able and upright administration. His correct 
and uniform conduct had indeed procured him 
the esteem of the Virginians generally, and his 
departure was sincerely regretted. 

The administration now devolved upon Ro-. 
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binson^ as president of the council, and at his 
death, which happened soon after, Thomas 
Lee, who had succeeded him in the presi- 
dency, was advanced to the chair of govern- 
ment. 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



! CHAPTER Vm. 

Hitherto the genius of the colcmlsts had 
been repressed by the labours they had to un« 
dei^o, and the difficulties they had to sur* 
mount. The western horizon at length began 
to brighten, and arts and manufactures, litera- 
ture and eonmierce, seemed to excite attention, 
and gradually to extend their iniuence in Virgi- 
nia. New characters also appeared on the stage 
of action, sonie of whom were to aota distin- 
guished part in th^ military and civU affait^s of 
the colony. This epoch commences with the 
administration of governor Dinwiddle, who ar- 
rived in Virginia in the year 1 752. 

Peace, however, was not yet secured to the 
colony, but the hostility of her neighbours 
served to call into action sthe latent powersshc 
possessed. The encroachments of the Frendh 
in the north west, and particularly the csta- 
mdunent of a fort at Au Beuf, first brought 
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into public notice George Washingtcm, whose 
name has so distinguished a place in the annals 
of his country. He was scarcely in hb nine- 
teenth year, when he was despatched by go- 
vernor Dinwiddle, with a message to the 
French commsmdant on Uie Ohio* He accom- 
plished his journey through ml unknown wil- 
derness, and executed with faithfulness- the 
trust committed to his hands. 

The French oflfcer transmitted the gover- 
nor's letter to the commanding officer in Cana- 
da, and returned Ibr answer that h^ would 
wait the orders of his superior. This answer 
was probably viewed in the light of^a denkl 
by the govenimeht of Virginia ^ as she began 
to make provision for expelling the French by 
force. FcMT this purpose a regiment of tl^ree 
hundred men was raised, and placed under dse 
command of cdoircl Fry, who was assisted by 
GeOTge Washington as lieutenant col<mel. The 
French expecting an attack from this quarter^ 
did not neglect the proper means of defence. 
They endeavoured to secure the friend^p ^ 
the Indians, as well as to eisasperate ib&tk 
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against the English. They also strengthened 
their posts by reinforcements from Canada, 
and proceeded to destroy the English forts 
and ^mtkig houses before they could be re« 
Heved by the colonic troops. In the fort at 
Liogstown they found steles and fors to. the 
value of twenty thousand pounds* The fort 
which had been erected at the junction of 
the Ohio and Monongahela also 'fell into their 
hands. 

Before the troops were in readiness to march,^ 
Washington wj^ ordered to proceed with two 
companies as far as the "Great Meadows. On 
his march he received information, from some 
frfendly Indians, that the Fr^ich wf re at that 
moment engaged m erecting a fort M the con- 
fltien<% of the Alleghany and Monongahela 
rivers, and that a detachment was then on the 
way from that place to the Great Meadows. 
Washington^ taking tl^ Indians as guides 
nuypched all mght without halting, for the pur* 
pose of intercepting the party. He succeeded 
to the utmost of hb wishes. Just at dawn of 
diay^ they decried the French erecting their 
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te^s in a re^tired valley* A detachmasit under 
captain Waggoner was immediatelj ordo^ 
to miake a circuit and appear on the opposile 
skk. 3<><h divi^ons ^mA m die enemy at 
^ same time. JumonvMky die commanckr of 
the party > was klU^U^ and the detachment, with 
the exception of on0 man whaescq>ed, were 
9^ade prisonef s. 

At length the main body of the troops ar- 
rived at the Great Meadows, and being reiii^ 
ibrced by. two companies of regulars ffimi 
South Carolina and New York, they proceed- 
ed towards fort Du Qqesn^ under the direc- 
tion of Washington, whose detachment hcdl 
fi[>rined a j%in(^tion with the, main body> ^1 
who had succeeded to the command, in coa- 
sequence of the death pf cQlonel Fry. 

Before their dep^ture from the Great Mea^ 
dowifr^ they erected a stockade for the security 
of their horses and h^gage. They had ad- 
vanced only to the foc^ of Laurel Hill, aboi^ 
fourteen miles from the stpckade> when ^y^ 
were informed by a party.of Indians of the W:r 
rival of a reiaforcen^nt at fcHt Da Quesoe. ^ 
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dblodgemenjt of the French was therefore con- 
sidered as impracticable^ and the party were 
compelled to return to the stockade^ since 
known by the name of Fort Necessity. They 
bad scarcely pot that place in a posture of de- 
feoce^ when they were attacked by a body of 
about fifteen hundred French and Indians, com* 
manded by Monsieur De Villiers. The attack, 
which began about ten o'clock in the morning, 
o^itinued without intermission till night. It 
w«5 €01 this occasion, that the illustrious leader 
of the American armies first showed that cool 
mi determined courage which has marked hiA 
military rareer. His soldiers seemed anxious ti> 
kiiitate his example, and so, bold a resistance 
vm^ made, that the Freiu^h contnfiandant thought 
proper to otkr terms of capitulation* A flag of 
tmcc was sent to Washing^, and terms pro- 
posed which, however, were deemed disbon* 
ourable^ and were without hesitation reject- 
ed. Tlie firmness of Washington induced the 
French c^cer to recede from the rigour of his 
terms, which were soon after returned to Wash* 
ington, so modified as to obtain his acceptance. 

/ Digitized by Google 



106 

The provincial troops were allowed to inarch off 
with their baggage unmolested. Their loss on 
this occasion has been stated at about a hundred 
killed and wounded. The loss of the enemy was 
supposed to be much greater. The troops were 
harassed in their retreat by parties of Indians^ 
as well as oppressed by hunger and fatigue. 1 
At length they arrived at Winchester, having 
surmounted incredible difficulties^ and under- 
gone unspeakable hardships. Their services 
were rewarded by the house of burgesses with 
a vote of thanks, accompanied by what was 
much more necessary, a donation for the relief 
of their immediate wants. 

The expedition of Washington, although 
not attended vnth success^ served as a guide 
to future attempts; and while it showed the 
difficulty of the enterprise, pointed out the 
man most fit to achieve it. 

We will conclude this chapter with a ske^ 
of the life of thb illustrious man, who needs 
no higher eulogium than a detail of his splea* 
did actions. 
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GsoKGE Washington was born at Bridges 
creek, in the county of Westmoreland, Virgi- 
Bia, February 22d, 1732. At the age of ten 
years he lost his father, Augustine Washing, 
ton, whose estate, according to the English 
law, descended to his eldest son, Laurence 
Washington. At the age of fifteen, George 
WJ» on the point of entering the British navy 
as a midshipman. The entreaties of an affec- 
tionate mother prevailed on him to abandon 
the idea. His talents were reserved for a fairer 
field of glory. Although he early showed a dis- 
position for action rather than speculation, he 
was not inattentive to the improvement of his 
mind. He received from a private instructor 
the general principles of English literature, but 
the boundaries of his education were much 
etilarged by his own genius and industry. 

Those sciences that are purely speculative 
occupied but little of his attention, which was 
more attracted by objects of utility than amuse- 
ment. Much of his time was devoted to the 
study of the mathematics, and his knowledge 
of the art of surveying contributed to the ini- 
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crease of his fortune. In the exercisfc of his 
professicmal duties, as a surveyor^ he became 
acquainted with the value of lands> and gained 
such information respecting the country which 
te traversed, a« enabled him to make impw- 
tant additions to his landed property. 

The estimation in which he was held in 
Virginia, at the early age of nineteen, is shown 
^y Ihs beifig appointed an adjutant general at 
that age, with the rank of major. But the du* 
ties of this office lasted only a short time. 

His expedition to the Ohio, which followed 
soon after, has already been noticed. He com- 
menced this arduous expedition on the 31st of 
October 1753, the day on which he received 
his commission. Having obtained guides on 
the frontiers to conduct him through the wil- 
derness, he crossed the Alleghany mountains, 
and directed his march for the Monongahela.* 
On his arrival at a fort on French ci'eek, he 
found the commanding officer, to whom a letter 
of Dinwiddie was addressed. During his re- 
turn he encountered difficulties, whicih to a less 
enterprising mind would have been deemed 
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insurmountable. Owing to the depth of the 
mow his horses and attendants were left at the 
mouth of French creek, from whence he set 
out on foot accompanied by his guide alone. 
On their way they were fired at by an Indian, 
whom they took prisoner but soon after dis- 
missed. On reaching the Monongahela, they 
were employed nearly a whole day in making 
a raft to effect their passage. The masses of ice 
which were then descending the river drove 
with such violence as to dislodge the passen- 
j^rs. Clinging to the logs of their shattered 
raft, they were enabled to reach an island, where 
they passed the night. The cold was so mtense, 
that the hands and feet of his guide were fro- 
zen. The next morning they crossed to the 
main land on the ice. 

Washington soon after visited this country 
dX the head of a regiment, to the command of 
which, as already observed, he had succeeded 
m the de^th of colonel Fry. The skill and for- 
tUude displayed in this expedition, particularly 
in the action at the Great Meadows, reflected 
sauQh honour on his character. In that engage-^ 
K 
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ment he compelled an enemy oi neariy four 
times his own number, to allow him the privi- 
lege of marching off, with all his arms and bag- 
gage, unmolested. 

In the year 1755, Washington accompanied 
general Braddock to that fatal field where Eu- 
ropean discipline and v^our were overcon^ 
by savage cunning and ferocity. In the battle 
of the Monongahela he showed a fearless front, 
akhough 1^ was soon the only aid thi^ remain- 
ed on the ground. The particulars of this tmt- 
tle shall be related hereafter* At present we 
wHl confine our details to the immediate oc- 
currences of Washington's lUe^ without em- 
bracing the importsmt events qf national his- 
tcwy. 

After his return from the Monongal^la, l^ 
was appc^ited to the command of a regiment 
designed for the defence of the frontiers* His 
exertions to protect the back settlements wore 
often fruitless* The impossibility of defendb^ 
so extensive a frontier against so deceitfrd an 
enemy, suggested the propriety of offensive 
measures. The plan df carrying war mto llie 
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enemy 's country', was at length adt^ted. In the 
expedition against fort Du Quesne^ Wai^ing^- 
ton acquired much honour by his patience and 
courage. His health was considerably impaired 
l^ the fatigues of the campaign. On his return 
be resigned bis command of the provincial 
troops. Soon after his resignation he was mar- 
ried to the widow of Mr. Custis^ a young lady 
possessed of great personal attractions and a 
handsome estate. In addition to Mount Ver* 
non, which he inherited by the deadi of his 
brother, he now possessed a very ample for- 
tune. No &rmer was ever more careful or sys- 
tematic in the cultivation and management of 
a farm, and few have been more successful. 
In one year his farms have produced seven 
thousand bushels of wheat, and ten thousand 
of conv. He was, during his retirement, elect- 
ed a member of the ^ate legislature, where 
his attachment to his country was shown by 
a steady opposition to every infringement of 
her rights* 

In the year 1774 he became a member of 
the first congress, and he was honoured with 



d by Google 



112 

a place on all the coimnittees of defensive ^. 
rangements. In the year 1775 he was elect- 
ed commander in chief of the army of the 
United States. He accepted this important 
office with diffidence, and fulfilled its dutiesr 
with dignity and fortitude. In that long and 
arduous contest, which rent from the British 
empire her most flourishing provinces, Wash- 
ington was the firmest support of the Ameri- 
can causes When the^torm was at the highest, 
-and.hope began to forsake his friends, he stood 
at the helm, unmoved by the roaring of the 
tempest. The gloomy aspect of affairs served 
but to give new vigour to a mind whose re- 
sources were not easily exhauisted. All his 
plans were formed with coolness and executed 
with undaunted resolution. In tracing his mili- 
tary career, through fields of blood or martial 
encampments, we find the same inflexible firm- 
ness, and the same unshaken virtue. Equally 
free from the obsequiousness of a courtier and 
the ferocity of a conqueror, he preserved the 
affections of his soldiers without losing the 
confidence of his rulers. When lord Howe, on 
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his arrival^ addressed a letter to " Cieorge 
Washington, Esquire," on the settlement of 
their differences, Washington refused to re* 
ceive it, as it was not addressed to him in his 
military capacity, and showed a dispositicm to 
refuse him the honours his country had be« 
stowed upon him. His conduct was applauded 
by the government, whose dignity had been 
insulted in the person of their commander in 
chief. 

While other generals have shone only in the 
arms of victory, Washington never appeared 
more worthy of admiration than when flying 
before a proud and exulting enemy. After the 
loss of Forts Washington and Lee, when he 
led his shattered and feeble army into New Jer- 
sey before the advancing standard of England, 
his troops resembled more an offering for the 
altar of liberty, than the legion to whom were 
intrusted the sacred interests of their country. 
Such was their love for their commander, that 
all their hardships, their wants and distresses, 
could not sever their union nor diminish their 
K2 
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attachment. It seemed (difficult to tell, whether 
Washington or liberty was the dearest name. 

After seeing the independence of his coun- 
try established, the heroic chief resigned to 
congress the high office entrusted to his hand^; 
and after an affectionate parting froni his com- 
panions in arms, he retired to the peaceful 
walks of private life* He was not, however, al- 
lowed long repose. He became, in the yea^ 
1787, a member of the convention which form- 
ed our constitution, and of that august body 
he was elected president. In the year 1789 he 
was unanimously elected the first President of 
the United States. After serving his country 
in that exalted station during eight years, or 
two terms of office, he resolved on retiring 
from public life. His valedictory address was 
published in September 1796, and on the 14th 
December 1799 he closed a life of nearly sixty- 
eight years. 
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A FEW weeks after the return of the troops 
from the Great Meadows, some companies 
that had been expected from the adjacent co- 
lonies of Maryland and North Carolina having 
arrived, governor Dinwiddie, without giving 
the regiment time to recover from their shat- 
tered condition, ordered them to repass the 
mountains for the purpose of dispossessing tl^ 
French. As the assembly, however, rose with- 
out providing the necessary means for carrying 
on the war, it was abandoned for the present, 
and the Virginia regiment was reduced to in- 
dependent companies. 

In the year 1754 orders were received for 
settling the rank of officers in the colonies, and 
directing that those commissioned by the king 
should take rank of those commissioned by the 
colonial governors. In consequence of this in- 
yidious distinction, colonel Washington retired 
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in disgust from public service. In the following 
year, however (1755), general Braddoqk, who 
had lately arrived from Ireland with two regi- 
ments, and had taken the command of the forces 
in Virginia, prevailed upon turn to accompany 
the army in the capacity of aid-de-camp. 

The army set off in the month of April, and 
proceeded to WilPs Creek, afterwards called 
Fort Cumberland, where they were detained 
waiting for their baggage until the month of 
June. Owing to the badness of the roads, the 
transportation of their baggage presented one 
t^ the greatest difficulties they had to encoun- 
ter. Washington, apprized of this circumstance, 
had recommended the use of pack horses in- 
jstead of wagons, and his advice was, after 
much delay, in part adopted. 

Soon after the army left Fort Cumberiand, 
cdonel Washington was attacked with a vio- 
lent fever, from which he did not recover until 
his arrival at the river Monongahela. It was 
determined at a^ council, held at the Litde 
Meadows, that a body of twelve hundred men, 
under the command of Braddock in person^ 



d by Google 



117 

should advance without delay against Fort Du 
Quesne, and that the remainder of the troops, 
with the heavy baggage, should be left under 
the command of colonel Dunbar and major 
Chapman. Even when freed from the most 
cumbrous part of their baggage, the progress 
of the army, owing to the nature of the coun- 
try through which they passed, was extremely 
slow. They were four days marching from the 
Little Meadows to the Great Crossings of 
Yohoghany, a distance of only about nineteen 
miles. On the 9th of July 1755, the army 
leached the Monongahela, on the opposite 
side of which, at the distance of six miles, 
stood Fort Du Quesne, the place of destina- 
tion. Unfortunately for the fate of this expedi- 
tion, the commander felt too secure in his own 
strength and in the discipline of British regu- 
lars. He was equally unacquainted with the 
country, and with the proper mode of fighting 
its savage . inhabitants. Although sufficiently 
brave himself, his courage was likely to be of 
little avail against the enemy with whom he 
bad to contend. 
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£arly in the morning preparations were 
made f<H* crossing the Monongahela. A setei^ 
body of three hundred infantry, under the 
command of colonel Gage, was ordered to 
cross the river, as an advance guard, fcur tht 
purpose of covering the passage of the msm 
body. This detachm^it was followed by ati€>« 
ther of two hundred, designed to act as a re« 
serve to the other. The main body followed 
the detachments, maintaining the order of bat- 
tle. They had advanced but a short distance 
from the bank of the river, i/i4ien they were 
alarmed by a brisk fire, apparently in front and 
flank of the advance parties. These imme- 
diately fell back, and communicated to Uie 
main body a panic, from which they could not 
be recovered. The firing soon became general, 
and the confusion amongst the British regulars 
presented to the enemy the prospect of an easy 
victory. 

The French had drawn themselves up in the 
form of a half circle, in the skirt of a thick 
wood, which served as a cover for their centre, 
while the wings were supported by parties of 
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lodians, who concealing themselves in the long 
grass» were no letis skilful in secudng them- 
selves, than dextrous in annoying their enemies. 

Braddock bad drawn up his men in two 
lines, with the artiUery in the centre; thus pre« 
aei^E^ a solid front to the fire of the enemy. 
He ajqieared in the front of his men, animating 
tliem by his example and endeavouring in vain 
to restore them to order. After having five 
hwses shot under him, and seen two of his 
aids Ml b^ his side, he at length received a 
diQt and fell from his hOTse. This proved the 
signal for a general rout among the regulars, 
who were ]»*eserved from total destruction by 
the provincial troops. These dispersing them- 
selves in the woods, by a successful fire gave 
a check to the pursuers, and served as a cover 
to the flying regiment. The general, by the 
exertions of colonel Washington and captain 
Stewart, of his guards, was brought off the 
ground in a cart. The horses and baggage fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

The loss of the provincial army on this oc 
casion, amounted to about seven hundred killed 



d by Google 



120 

and wounded, among whom were upwards of 
sixty officers. Much has been said m praise of 
the Virginia troops in this engagement, wd 
if we estimate their courage by the loss they 
sustained, it was indeed very ^eat. Out <rf 
three companies that were in the engagem^nti 
scarcely thirty escaped alive. Captain Paroimy 
and all his officers were killed, and all erf tiie 
company of captain Poulson, except one, shared 
the same fate. 

It would be superfluous to notice the bravery 
of Washington on this occasion* His fame is 
already fixed on a base that cannot be shaken 
by the revolutions of time. We shall merely 
observe, that in all the subsequent engage- 
ments in which he shone with so much splen- 
dour at the head of his army, he in no instance 
showed more cool and determined bravery than 
in the battle of the Monongahela. He had three 
horses shot under him, and several bullet holes 
were made through his clothes; but Provi- 
dence designed him for more important fields 
and more successful warfare. 

On the arrival of the army at Dunbar's 
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tmmp, it wjks deemed expedient to destroy ali 
the stores, except what might be wanted for 
immediate use. Soon after their arrival at this 
place, the brave commander of the expedition 
died oi his wounds. He was by no means de- 
ficient in military skill or personal courage; 
Imt he was not apprized of the manner of the 
a^ack, nor acquainted with the proper mode 
of repelling it. British courage and discipline 
were of little avail in the American woods, and 
contending with a foe whose success depended 
ni(xc on ambush and surprise than on valour 
and discipline. 

After the defeat of general Braddock the 
command of the army devolved on colonel 
Bunbar, who considering any farther oflfensive 
measures as impracticable at present, marched 
his troops to Philadelphia. 

The retreat of the army left the whole fron- 
tier of Virginia exposed to the ravages of the 
victorious enemy, who now extended their in- 
cursions even over the Blue Ridge, and marked 
with blood and terror their hostile course. 

Thb distressing state of affairs induced the. 
. L 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



122 

governor to call a meeting of the assembly, lo 
provide for the security of the ccdony. On the 
meeting of that body, it was (ktermined to 
raise a regimeiU: of sixteen compani^ the 
command ctf which, and all the forces in 
Virginia, was given to colmiel Wasiiingtmi* 
Meanwhile the French and Indians continued 
their ^predations, and news frecpiently ar- 
rived of irruptkms along the frontiers. The 
western inhabitants, instead of uniting and re- 
pelling the assailants, abandoned their dwet* 
lin^ their flocks and their fiutns to the mercy 
of the rude inviden 

Having made arrangements for die recruit- 
ing service, Washington set out in person to 
visit the weston frtmtier posts. From th^ce 
he returned to Williamsburg for the purpose 
of settling the plan of future operations: on his 
way he w^ overtaken by an express, inform* 
ing him that a body of French and Indians h^ 
broken into the back settlements, and were 
murdering the inhabitants and burning thek 
houses. Washington hastened back to Win- 
Chester, and endeavoured to raise a body of 
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ixrilitia to march against die enemy; but his 
exertions were frustrated by the general terror 
and confusion that prevailed among the people. 
Before any adequate force couid be raised, the 
enemy had allayed their fury with blood, and 
had re-crossed the pathless mountains with 
their prisoners and their plunder. Washington 
saw the necessity of training a body of militia 
ibr the defence of the colony, but his advice 
was almost alv\^ys rejected, or adopted too 
late. 

In the year 17S6 lord Loudon arrived in the 
ccdony, vested with the command of the Bri- 
tish forces in Virginia. A short address was 
presented to him by the regiment, compli- 
menting him on his arrival, and a statement of 
the military af&irs of the colony, drawn up by 
Washington, was laid before him. The assem- 
bly, which had been receiitly dissolved, was 
again summoned to meet, principally for the 
purpose of devising measures of defence against 
the repeated attacks of the Indians. A day of 
fasting and prayer was also appointed by pro- 
clamation. Meantime general Montcalm, com- 
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mander of the French forces in Ameriea, <JW 
not remain idle during the delays and consul. 
tations of the Virginia assembly. Before the 
troops were ready to march from Virginia, tlwrf 
officer had taken the posts of Oswego ancl On- 
tario without opposition. His Indian alli^ 
also continued their attacks upon the back scft^ 
tlements with their usual ferocity and success. 

In return for these numerous inroads of the 
savages, it may relieve the mind to see them 
chastised by the hands of provincial volunteers^ 
Colonel Armstrong, at the head of about three 
hundred militia, made an excursion into their 
territory, and after marching sev^al days 
through woods and swamps, halted on the 
borders of their town. Having dbposed them- 
selves in order, at day break they attacked the 
Indians, of whom they killed forty and rescued 
eleven prisoners. This town was situated about 
twenty-five miles above Fort Du Quesne^ 

During the year 1757, governor Dinwiddie 
took leave of the colony and sailed for Eng- 
land. The character of this governor has been 
assailed by the historians who have recorded 
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die tr^actkms of his government. They charge 
htm with want of integrity, and with disregard 
for the interests of the colony. What foundation 
they had for those charges we are m part left 
to conjecture, as they have taken mncli more 
pains to convince us that they believed him. 
ginltyy than they have to show us the grounds 
of that belief. 

After the departure of Dinwiddie, the admi* 
nktration devolved on John Blair, as president 
of the council, until the arrival of Francis Fau* 
q\iier, which happened in the following yean 
Soon after Fauquier's entrance into office, he 
published a proclamation, by which he conti- 
nued in office those who had held their places 
under his predecessor. He also dissolved the 
as^mbly, and issued orders for a new elec- 
tion. 

Early in this gentleman's administration, the 
troops designed for the conquest of Du Quesne 
were put in motion. They amounted to aboyt 
eight thousand men, and were appointed to ren- 
dezvous at Raystown* Geqeral Abercro9ibie» 
in consequence of the return of loixl Loudm; 
L2 
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to England, had succcedwl to the chirf com- 
mand of the colonial forces; but die depart- 
ment of the middle and sduthern provinces 
was committed to general Forbes. Thisoffic^^ 
with as many regular troops as could be spared 
from the northern colonies, commenced his 
march from Philadelphia in November 1758. 
C(^onel Bouquet* had been previously dis- 
patched with two thousand men as an advance 
guard. The troops from Virginia, agreeable to 
the orders of the conunander in chief, marched 
in detachments from Winchester to Fort Cum- 
berland. From thence they proceeded to Rays- 
town, where the different detachments assem- 
bled. From this place the country was cover- 
ed with woods, mountains, and morasses, which 
greatly impeded the progress of the army. 

t 
* Henrjr Bouquet was appointed lieutenant colonel in 
the British army in 1756. After the expedition against 
Fort Du Quesne, he was sent from Canada against the . 
Ohio Indians, whom he compelled to sue for peace. He 
was afterwards promoted to the rank of brigadier gene- 
rak Ho died at Pens^K:^^, in February If 66. Jnnhi^ 
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Colonel Bouquet with his advance guard kept 
a considerable distance before, for the pur- 
pose of scouring the country, and protecting 
the workmen engaged in opening a road. 

Bouquet with his detachnient at length 
reached Loyal Hanna, a post about fifty mites 
from Raystown. From this place major Grant 
was despatched with a body of eight hundred 
men, for the purpose of rcconnoitering the 
country about Fort Du Quesne. This officer 
reached a hill near the fort during the niglit, 
and having posted his men indifferent columns, 
he sent forward a party to examine the works 
and discover the situation of the enemy. He 
also detached major Lewis with a baggage 
guard about two miles in his rear; and having 
made such other arrangements as he deemed 
necessary, he believed himself secure, and with 
more parade than prudence ordered the reveilU 
or alarm to be beaten. During all this time 
silence reigned in the fort, which Grant im- 
puted to the terrors imposed by his appear- 
ance. But the cahn was a dreadtul precursor of 
a storm, which burst with resistless fury and 
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unexpected ruin. The moment the Indians and 
French were ready for the attack, they issued 
from the fort, spreading death and dismay 
amongst the provincial troops. As soon as the 
attack was annoimced by the firing of guns, 
major Lewis with his rear- guard advanced^ 
the assistance of Grant, leaving only Mty men 
under the command of captain Bullet to guard 
the baggage. Their united forces, however, were 
unable to withstand the impetuous assault -of 
the savages, whose war whoop is always altire^ 
runner of Jiavoc and destruction. The fire of the 
rite requires coolness and deliberation, whereas 
the tomahawk and scalping-knife are fitted' fta* 
sanguinary despatch. No quarter was given by 
the Indians. Major Grant saved his life only 
by surrendering to a French officer. In the 
same way the brave major Lewis escaped, 
after defending himself against several Indians 
successively. The two principal officers being 
^now in the hands of the enemy, the rout be-* 
came general amongst their troc^. In thck 
pursuit the Indians exercised cvGry cruedly 
)Mrbich ssLVUgc {c^ocitj could mflict upon ^ 
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bapless victims whom the sad fortune of the 
day delivered into their hands. The situation 
of the retreating troops at this time must a^ 
pear truly desperate. They were in an enemy's 
country, far from any English settlement, as 
well as from any immediate prospect of suc- 
cour; routed and dispersed by a bloody and 
vindictive foe, whose intimate knowledge of 
the woods and superior agility seemed to 
threaten a total destruction of the party* Their 
escape, however, was effected by the jwudence 
and heroism of captain Bullet, of the baggage 
guard, by a manoeuvre no less fortunate for 
his men than honourable to himself. This of- 
ficer, immediately on discovering the rout of 
the troops, despatched on the strongest horses 
the most necessary part of the baggage, and 
disposing the remainder on an advantageous 
part of the road, as a kind of breastwork, he 
posted his men behind it, and endeavoured not 
only to rally the fugitives as they came up, 
but by a well directed fire to check the violence 
of the pursuers. Finding the enemy growing 
too strong to be withstood by his feeble force, 
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he ordered his men ^cording to previous 
agreement^ to reverse their arms and march 
up in front of their assailants, holding out a 
signal for capitiilation, as if going to surrender. 
The impatience of the Indians to bathe their 
tomahawks in English blood, would scarc^fy 
allow them to suspend their attacks, while ^le 
latter appeared in the act of suing for mercy. 
The moment they had arrived within about 
eighty yards of the enemy, Bullet gave the 
word to fire:— A dreadfiil volley was instanUy 
poured upon the Indians, and was foHowed by 
a furious charge with fixed bayonets. The ene* 
my were unat^ to resist this bold and unex- 
pected attack, and believing that the army of 
the English was at hand, they fled with precipi- 
tation; nor did they stc^ until they reached the 
French regulars. Bullet, instead of pursuing 
them, wisely retreated towards the main body 
of the army, collecting in his march the wound- 
ed and wandering soldiers, who had escaped 
from the field of battle without knoii^ng whi- 
ther to direct their course. In this fatal action 
about twenty officers and two hundred ami 
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# 
seventy-three private soldiers were either killed 

or taken prisoners* 

The Virginia troops on this occasion be- 
haved with courage, and suffered severely in 
the action; but the gallant conduct of captain 
Bullet is almost without a parallel in American 
history. His situaticm, after the defeat of Granti 
tQ an officer of less discernment must have ap- 
peared desperate. To resist the triumphant 
savages with a handful of men, would seem 
Qiadness; and to have fled without any hopes 
of escape would have been folly. In this dilem- 
lua, with scarcely time to deliberate, BuUet 
^opted the only plan which could preserve 
hin^elf and his men fit>m the most cruel death 
or the most distressing cap^vi^. 



d by Google 



I 



CHAPTER X- 

The main body of die army at length readied 
the camp at Loyal Hanna on die 5th of Novefi|« 
ber 1758, In their march from thb post^ W^A- 
ingtbn proceeded in front of the army to super- 
intend the opening of the road. They weie 
much harassed by parties of Indians in their 
march, and frequent skirmbhes took place, in 
one of which colonel Washington defeated a 
party of the enemy and took several prisonjers. 
Colonel Mercer, who had been detailed to 
support the party of Washington, came apoa 
them during the night, and supposing them to 
be Indians, an engagement ensued, in which 
about fourteen persons were either killed or 
wounded before their error could be discover- 
ed. The army having reached the field of bat- 
tle, found the ground strewed with the bodies 
of those who had fallen in Grant's defeat. 
They took possession of Fort Du QuesiK 
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without opposition, the French having aban- 
doned it during the tiight. This fortress, after 
being repaired and garrisoned, was called Fort 
Pitt, in honour of the celebrated statesman of 
that name. 

Their attention was then called to the last 
sad ofliee due to their unfbrtunate feflow sol- 
dfers, who lay unburied in the open field. They 
collected their mangled carcases and covered 
them in one common grave. 

After having accomplished the object of the 
expedition, general Forbes returned to Phila- 
delphia,* and colonel Washington, who had 
been elected by the county of Frederick a 
ttiember of the general assembly, directed his 
coui^ to Williamsburg. 

The capture of Fort Du Quesne, as it was 
the means of restoring^ peace to the frontiers, 
diffused a general joy through the colony. The 
success of general Forbes induced the ministry 

* The hardships of the campaign had broke the con* 
stitution of general Forbes. He died soon afler bis re- 
turn to Philadelphia. 
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to think of extending their ponquests, and re- 
ducing Canada to the dpminion of the British i 
crown. For this purpose in the year 1759 general ; 
Amberst, who had succeeded to the chief com- 
mand| inarched in the month of July, at the head 
of twelve thousand men, for Ticonderoga. On 
their ^proach the enemy made a show of de* 
fence, but on the 27th of the month they blew 
up their magazine and retired to Crown Point. ; 
They soon afterwards abandoned this post also 
and retired to Aux Noix, On the 4th of Au- 
gust general Amherst took possession of Crown 
Point. While he was thus victoriously making 
his waj towards the St. Lawrence, for the pur- 
pose of joining general Wdfe at Quebec, 
general Prideaux, agreeably to the plan of the 
campaign, had arrived at Niagara, which he 
immediately invested. He was assisted by sir 
William Johnson,* who commanded the New 

* Sir WilHam Johnson was bom in Ireland in the 
year 1714, came to America about 1734, and died in 
1774* His son, sir John Johnson, was appointed majoi^ 
general in the same year in which his father died, and 
governor of Canada in 1796. 
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York militia and a body of Indians who were 
friendly to the American cause. This officer, 
soon after their arrival at this place, succeeded 
to the chief command, in consequence of the 
death of general Prideaux^ who was killed by 
the bursting of a cohom in the trenches. The 
French, alarmed at the preparations making 
for the reduction of the important post of Nia- 
gara, determined to risk a battle in its defence. 
A body of French and Indians, amounting to 
about two thousand, under the command of 
Monsieur D'Anbry, commenced an attack on 
the 25th of July. In less than an hour ihey 
were thrown into disorder by the fire of the 
English*, who took D'Anbry and sixteen other 
oflBicers prisoners. The fort was immediately 
surrendered, and the garrison, which consisted 
of about six hundred men, was conducted to 
New York and New England. 

Meanwhile general Wolfe had proceeded up 
the St. Lawrence with a body of eight thousand 
men, the fleet being commanded by admiral 
Saunders. Having taken possession of the Isle 
of Orleans and Point Levi, he prepared for an 
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attack on the capital of the French dominions 
in America, The situation of the town present- 
ed almost insuperable difficulties to the be- 
siegers. Its elevation above the level of the 
river, while it Enabled the garrison td annoy 
the fleet beloWj precluded the possibility of 
much damage from the latter. Batteries were 
however erected on the Isle of Orleans and 
Point Levi, and a heavy cannonade opened on 
the lower town.* 

The adventurous spirit of general Wolfe at 
length determined him to scale the precipice, 
and attack the enetny in their intrenchments. 
To execute this plan the army embarked in 
boats and proceeded several miles up the river, 
above the place where they designed to land. 
Under cover of the night they dropped silently 
down again, undiscovered by the sentinels, and 
landed directly against the Heights of Abraham. 

♦ The tide, which formerly washed the foot of the 
rock on which the town is built, has long since receded 
to a great distance, leaving a considerable tract of ground 
on which has been built what is called the lower town. 
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"Tte ascent to the top of the rock was so steep 
fiOnid ragged, that the troops could ascend only 
by laying hold of the bushes and stumps, and 
m|ll|ng themselves up the precipice. At dawn 
of day the army of Wolfe was drawn up in 
good order on the Plains of Abraham, Mont^ 
calm immediately drew out his forces and ad- 
vanced to the attack. The battle was obstinately 
coq^ested and the slaughter great on both sides, 
and particularly so among the officers. Victory 
at length crowned the prowess of the English, 
who pursued the enemy to the very walls of the 
town. On the 18th of September 175&, Que- 
bec surrendered to the British crown. 

Thejoss of the English in this battle was 
about nve hundred men, while that of the 
French has been estimated at three times that 
number. The commander in chief of , each army 
was mortally wounded. The splendid achiever 
ment of Wolfe, which put into the hands of the 
British the metropolis of the French dominions 
in America, will ever be remembered with a 
jnixture of regret for the loss of the best of 
men and the bravest of officers. 
M2 
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iJcneral WoMc early embrated the imlillty 
profession, ^id at a vei^ juvenile age distin^ 
guished himself at the battle of La Feldt. Un- 
der the ministry of the great Chathan^ h|5 
splendid talents wei'e thought into notice, afid 
after distinguishing hipiself at Louisb^rg he 
was appointed to command the ara^ ag^dnst 
Quebec* To the vivacity of yootii he deemed 
to ufnte the wisdom of year^ and controli^ by 
the soimdness of his judgment the glow of pas« 
sion and the fire of military genius. The wimt 
of Wolfe wijl descend on the page of history 
sharked with a brilliancy which must long at- 
tract the admimtion of posterity. His remains 
were carried to J&ngland, and buried wkb p6mp 
in Westminister Abbey, where a nandsoiiie 
monun^e^t has beeh erected to his memory. , 
His death has givqi to the celet»-^ted West 
the subject of a beautiful painting. 

Iiewis Joseph De Montcalm, marquis of St. 
Yeran, equally unfortunate <m tiiis fatal da^r, 
was not less distinguished for his^ tdent^ and 
his bravery. He was^ bona of a noble &mily «t 
Candiac in the year 1712, and at ail exety age 
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conuc^nced his militaiy career. After com- 
manding with reputation in Italy, Bohemiai 
and Germany, he was sent to America in the 
year 1756, when he succeeded Dieskau as 
commander in chief in Canada. Soon after his 
arrival he took Oswego, and Fort William 
Henry^ and in the year 1768 he repulsed gene- 
ral Abercrombie with much slaughter from 
the walls of Ticonderoga. His fall and that of 
Quebec were equally distressing to hb country. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

We are now verging on a period when the 
iencroachments of the British government upon 
the rights of her colonies began to awake in 
the latter a spirit of opposition and resistance. 
The laurels won from her rival, by her gallant 
officers and veteran armies, were doomed to 
wither beneath the sway of an unwise and 
obstinate ministry. A succession of measures, 
as hostile to the liberties as annoying to the 
feelings of the colbnists, began to excite mur- 
murs and discontent, which soon grew to open 
and avowed opposition. 

The first measure that brought fairly to trial 
the sovereignty of the British parliament, and 
the degree to which the submission of the 
colonies would extend, was the passage of the 
stamp act/The assembly was in session in the 



d by Google 



141 

year 1765, when intelligence was received of 
the passage of this alarming act. 

The assembly of Virginia expressed their 
opinion of this measure in several resolutions, 
brought forward by Patrick Henry, Esquire, 
declaratcwy of the rights of the colonies, and 
condemning as unconstitutional any attempt 
to impose on them taxes without their own 
consent 

On the day in which that odious law was to 
go into operation, not a sheet of stamped paper 
was to be found, and every transaction that de- 
pended upon it was suspended. A general fer- 
ment pervaded the public nfiind^ and petitions, 
remonstrances and resolutions showed in what 
direction the tide of popular opinion flowed. 
This odious law was soon after repealed^ bat 
the arbitrary spirit which gave it birth was not 
so easily extinguii^hed. The repeal was accom- 
panied by a declaratory act, asserting the right 
of the government to bind the colonies in all 
cases whatsoever. She soon gave a better proof 
of her right by imposing certain duties on tea, 
glass, and some other articles imported into the 
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colonies. This measure, generally denominated 
the tea act, excited an opposition, if not so 
general, yet in some places much more violent 
than that excited by the stamp act. 

During the year 1767 died Francis Fauquier, 
lieutenant governor of Virginia, at the age of 
sixty.five years- The government devolved on 
John Blair until the arrival of lord Botetourt, 
which happened in the following year. 

The address of Botetourt to the assembly 
which met first after his arrival, was, like his 
own character, mild and conciliatory. During 
the sitting of that body, however, several reso- 
lutions were passed, condemning the measures 
of government, in consequence of which the 
governor felt it his duty to dissolve them. 
Having summoned the burgesses to meet him 
in the council chamber, he there presented 
them with the following laconic address, " Mr. 
" Speaker, and gentlemen of the house of bur- 
*^ gesses, I have heard of your resolves, and 
" augur ill of their cflfects; you have made it 
" my duty to dissolve you, and you are dis- 
" solved accordingly," 
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The members having met in a private house 
in town, appointed a speaker and formed una- 
nimously a non-importation agreement. 

The governor used all his influence to pro- 
mote the interests, and restore the peace of the 
colonies. His death, which happened in 1771, 
cast a gloom over the affairs of Virginia, Equally- 
celebrated for the soundness of his judgment 
and the honesty of his heart, lord Botetourt re- 
ceived and merited the affections of the people. 
Never was the administration of the govern- 
ment in the hands of one more belpved, or 
whose death was more justly lamented. The 
assembly testified their respect for his charac- 
ter by passing a resolution to erect a statue to 
his memory. 

William Nelson, being president of the 
council, occupied the chair of government 
until the arrival of lord Dunmore in the year 
X772. This nobleman had been governor of 
New York, from which place he was removed 
to Virginia. He had previously sent on his fa- 
mily, under Ae care of captain Foy, his private 
secretary, an officer who had won some glory in 
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the battle of Minden, but whose military talents 
were watched with a jealous eye by the colo- 
nists. They were afraid he was designed as an 
instrument to enforce the measures of govern- 
ment, and their suspicions were increased by 
the enlargement of his salary by the governor, 
without the cognizance of the assembly, and 
contrary to the established laws and customs 
of the country. The assembly did n€>t neglect 
to lay before the governor the sense of the 
house on the subject. The mildness of his 
answer was calculated to silence their mur- 
murs, but could not secure their confidence. 
His advent seemed the precursor of war and all 
its train of horrors. 

During the following session of the assembly 
a committee of correspondence was appointed, 
for the purpose of obtaining the earliest infor- 
mation, both of the measures of the British 
government, and the proceedings of the sister 
colonies. This committee consisted of the fol- 
lowing persons: Peyton Randolph, Robert Car- 
ter Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard Henry 
Lee, Benjamin Harrison, Edmund Pendleton, 
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Patrick Henry, Dudley Digges, Dabney Carr, 
Archibald Carey, and Thomas Jefferson. 

The colony of Virginia, next to that of Mas- 
sachusetts, was most active in her opposition 
tathe art)itrary measures of government. When 
intelligence was received of the shutting up <^ 
Boston port, the assembly entered an animated 
protest on their journals, again^ that and other 
measures, which they said " were the result of 
a de^rmination to enslave the colonies." While 
engaged in these proceedings they received a 
siHnmons to the council chamber, and were 
immediately dissolved. On the succeeding day 
&e members met at the Raleigh tavern, where 
they formally agreed among themselves, and 
recommended the same to others, not to pur- 
chase any tea or East India commodity, except 
saltpetre and spices, until the duties should be 
taken off. They also recommended to their 
committee of correspondence, to communicate 
with the other colonial committees of corres- 
pondence on the expediency of calling a gene- 
ral congress. 

While the assembly of Virginia were en- 
N 
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gaged in these momentous deliberations, our 
frontiers became the theatre of Indian depreda- 
tion and cruelty. The sad tidings from the bor- 
ders at length arrested the attention of the go- 
vernor, who issued orders to the back counties 
to furnish their respective quotas of militia. 

The Indian name was no longer terrible to 
the Virginians, whose dexterity in the use of 
the rifle had taught the enemy to dread the 
^ngerous contest. An army of three thousand 
was soon raised, chiefly from the counties of 
Bedford) Augusta, ai»i Botetourt. Fifteen Jbun- 
dred men, under the command of colonel Aq- 
drew Lewis, were ordered to proceed towards 
the mouth of the Great Kenhaway, while the 
remainder, with Dunmore at their head, march- 
ed to a point farther up the Ohio, with a de- 
sign to reach the Indian towns in > the absence 
of their warriors. 

. The division under Lewis having arrived at 
Point Pleasant, received intelligence that a large 
body of Indians were approaching within a mile 
of their camp. The news was sopn confirmed 
by the suiival of s^eral scouts, some of whom 
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bore fatal marks of the proximity of the foe. 
A detachment of three hundred men, under 
the command of colonels Chailes Lewis and 
Fleming, advanced to the attack, assisted by 
•captains Dickinson, Harrison, Wilson, Lock- 
ridge, J. Lewis, Burford, Love, Shelby and 
Russell. Lewis, at the head of the first divi- 
sion, proceeded to the right at some distance 
rfrom the Ohio, while Fleming with the other 
division marched on the left towards the bank 
of the river. About sunrise a firing was opened 
against the right wing by a body of about fif- 
teen hundred Indians. The commencement of 
the attack, which among savages is always im- 
petuous, proved very destructive to the militia. 
Colonel Lewis, the commander of the right 
division, fell early in the engagement, and a 
number of his men were either killed or wound- 
ed. At length the whole division was compel- 
led 10 fall back, while the left, under Flemmg, 
was equally hard pressed. This brave officer^ 
having received a wound on his wrist, still 
continued to animate his men, who seemed 
willing to dispute every inch of grotind with 
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the enemy. The superior numbers of the latter 
enabled them to outflank the Virginians, white 
the party that had defeated Lewb were prepar- 
ing toiittack Fleming in the rear. At this cri- 
tical moment, the advance divisions were re- 
lieved by the arrival of a reinforcement under 
colonel Field, whose assistance turned the scale 
of victory, and decided the fate of the day. 
The retreat of the enemy was however slow, 
and their firing, which continued under cover 
t>f the woods, was not silenced till dark. 

In this engagement, which lasted the whole 
day, upwards of fifty Virginians, including colo- 
nels Lewis and Field, were killed, and about 
ninety wounded. 

After the battle, colonel Andrew Lewis^ 
anxious to revenge the death of his brother, 
proceeded towards the Shawanese towns for 
the purpose of destroying them. On his Way 
he w£^ met by an express from Dunmore, in- 
forming him that his lordship had concluded a 
peace with the Indians, who had agreed to gir^ 
up their lands on this side of the Ohio, ami set 
at liberty theur [prisoners. 
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It ^tks while the articles of this treaty were 
adjusting that the famous speech of Lc^n is 
said to have been delivered to lord DunmcM^. 
This eloquent chief was the son of l^kille- 
mus, a celebrated warrior of the Cayuga nation^ 
. whose residence was at Shamokin. He was re- 
presented by Mr. Hockewelder^ a Moravian 
missionary, as a man of talents and a friend to 
the whites. In the year 1774 the &mily of Lo- 
gan was sacrificed by the indiscriminate ven- 
geance of a party of whites un<ter the command 
of captain Michael Cresap. This fatal attack 
on the family and peace of Logan, too much 
resembled his own mode of warfare, and ought 
not to be excused on the ground of retaliation. 
.The immediate c^use of the outrage was a re- 
port of a number of white parsons, who were 
looking for a new settlement, iuiyiog beeti killed 
by the Indians. But justice, to punish.the crimes 
of the warrior, did not require the Wood of his 
innocent wife and children. The war, yfidvii 
followed in consequence of this seviere ^taek 
on the family of the cliief, was marked by all 
the ferocity of savage vengeaoce. Happily the 
N2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



/ ISO 

battle of PcMnt Pleasant brought these hostili- 
ties to a dose, and compiled the ^ntmy to sue 
for peace. The implacable Logan, however, 
tefused to listen to the sound of peace, but 
renmfaiing in his cabin, he is said to have sent 
by a messenger the following warlike address 
to Dunmore. 

^^ I appeal to any ^hite man to say if ever 
^^he entered Logan's cabin hungry, and^ he 
**gave him not meat; if ever, he came cold 
^* and naked, and he clothed him not. During 
*^ the last long and bloody war Logan remain- 
^^ ed idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. 
^^ Sucii was Logan's love for the whites, that 
^* my countrymen pointed as they passed and 
^'said, LogsHi is the friend of white men. I 
*^had even thought to have lived with you, 
^^ but for the injuries of one man. C<doneI 
'*^ Gr^sap, the last spring, in cold blood and 
^^ unprovoked, mtirdered all Hit rdations of 
^* Legan, not even sparing my women and 
** cl^ldren. There runs not a drop of my blood 
** in the veins of any living creature. This 
<^ c)|Ue4 joh <me ft)r revenge. I have sought it. 
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** I have itilled many. I hare fully glutted my 
^* vengeance. For my country I rejoice at the 
'^ beams of peace. But do not harbour a thought 
•Vthat mine is the joy of fear. Logan never 
" felt fean He will not turn on his heel to save 
^' his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan! 
"Not one." 

Whether this be really the speech of Logan^ 
or was put in his mouth by the ingenuity of 
some poetic fancy, I shall not pretend to de- 
cide. It is certainly characterized by the laco- 
nic and figurative style of the Indians. I can* 
not, however, see in it that "tender sentiment" 
and " sublime morality" which the historians 
of Virginia say it possesses. Certainly there Uk 
nothing either tender or sublime in the decla- 
ration of savage vengeance, and the confession 
of having glutted himself with the blood of his 
enemies. The end of this bloody warrior cor- 
responded with his life. After " having killed 
many and glutted hia vengeance with blood," 
he went to Detroit, on his return from which 
place he was murdered. After the return of 
peace had compelled Logan to forbear the use 
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of the tomahawk and'the hatchet, the renown- 
ed warrior had become an abandoned sot. The 
immoderate use of brandy had stupified his 
mental powers, and mingled with the ferocity 
of the savage, the delirious ravings of the 
drunkard. 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

Towards the close of the year 1774 the 
affairs of the colcMiy began to wear a most 
eventful a^ect. Preparations were every where 
making to decide by arms those grand points 
tfa^ could not be settled by airgtiffiiast. In Sep- 
tember a deputation from all the colonies met 
at Philadelphia, to deliberate on the important 
afiairs of the nation. This august assembly, not 
inferior to a Roman senate for wisdom or vir- 
tue, evinced the ^c^rity of their loyalty^ 
well as the firmness of their patriotism. Their 
attachment to the crown was not more sincere 
than their determination to resbt its encroach- 
ments on the rights and liberties of the people. 
While they breathed the spirit of peace and 
loyalty, they did not neglect to confirm the 
people in their opposition to tyranny and op- 
pression. Much important busmess came be- 
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fore the house, a detail of which more properly 
belongs to a general history of the revoluuon. 

The public mind, now writhing under the 
lash of ministerial arrogance, awaited only the 
word of her rulers to plant the standard of re* 
volt, and array her forces against the power 
and pride of Britain. In consequence of the 
hostile appearances in some of the coloftiesi 
orders were issued to the provincial governors 
to deprive the people of the means of resist 
ance, by removing the military stores to jdaces 
of security. 

In compliance with this order, governor 
Dunmore, whose mind was assailed by terrors, 
often the companions of an unsound heart, re- 
moved the powder from the magazine in Wil- 
liamsburg, and placed it on board the Magdalen 
man of war. This measure excited a ferment 
among the people of the town, who assemUed 
for the purpose of demanding restitution. They 
were prevailed on, however, to disperse, and a 
remonstrance was presented to the governor 
against the removal of the powcfcr, which was 
stated to be necessary to the defence of the 
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colony, in the event of an insurrection amongst 
the negroes. The governor gave assurances that 
the powder should be restored the moment 
that the public security required it, Thi3 an- 
swer, unsatisfactory as it was in its nature, 
seemed ta quiet the minds of the people for 
the moment; but the subsequent conduct of 
Dunmore was not calculated to restore har- 
mony to the colony. Conscious of having de- 
served the enmity of the people, he took care . 
to provide against its effects. He removed his 
family on board the Fowey man of war, fearful 
of an attack on his palace^ which was defended 
chiefly by parties of negroes whom he had 
armed as his lifeguard. 

The peace of the town was much disturbed 
by a report, that in case of any tumult the in- 
habitants wei*e to be massacred. The feelings 
of the people were wrought up to an alarming 
height, and not only at the seat of government, 
but throughout the colony^ the dark cloud of 
war seemed to be gathering fast. At Frede- 
ricksburg, the militia took a most menacing 
attitude. They encamped in the field, armed 
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and equipt for service, while deputies were 
sent to ascertain how matters stood at Wil- 
liamsburg. In several other ^ces preparations 
were making for marching to the seat <rf go- 
wrnment, in case of necessity. The patriots of 
Hanover, more zealous than the re^, without 
waiting for orders, marched with the iKustri^ 
oua Patrick Henry A tkcir head, for tite pur* 
pose of demanding restkution oi the powder 
which DunmiM*e had taken from the ntagazifie* 
By the time ^y had reached Doncastle ordi^ 
naiy, sixteen miles from WiUiamsA>urg, their 
numbers had increased to »ear five hundred 
men. 

The approach of Henry i^ the head of an 
armed force excited in the breast of Duntnore 
the most serious apprehensions. His pa*ilou^ 
situation compelled htm to ask advice of the 
council, which at that time consisted oi the 
following persons: William Nelstm, president, 
Mr. Camm, president of the college, Ralph 
Wormley, coionel G. Corbin, G. Corbin, ju- 
nior, cdonel William Byrd and John Pagei It 
was agreed in coum:'d that a deputation should 
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meet the vdunteers, and dissuade ^m ironi 
entering die town. 

Henry in the mean time having halted at the 
house of cdonel G. Corbin, the king's receiver 
get^ral, obtained from him, chiefly tiux)ugfa 
the influence of a Mn Braxton^ a bill for the 
amount of the powder. Henry having accom- 
I^ished the object of his expedition, dismissed 
his volunteers, and proceeded on his way to the 
general congress, of which he again had been 
elected a member. 

In consequence of this spirited conduct of 
Mr. Henry, he was denounced by a proclama- 
tion of the governor, and the people of Hano- 
ver were forbid to aid or assist him in any 
seditious measures, under the penalty of being 
declared rebels. His conduct, however, was ap- 
plauded by his country, and he had the satis- 
faction of receiving from different parts of the 
colony the warmest testimonials of approbation. 

While the cloud of war was thus gathering 
over Virginia, news arrived that it had already 
burst in New £ngtand. The battle of Lexing- 
O 
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ton, quick as an tteetric Aodkt roused tb^ 
most languid and animated tbe most.patriolip* 

The governor of Virginia, noloBgei'tfaifik- 
ing him»^If sec«ife in his palrce, took refuge 
on board the Fowey man of war^ This st^ 
brought the rojral govcnmient in Virginia to 
a ck>8e. ImA Dunmore not paly: refupedf on 
the sdkfitatiQn of the assembly, to return to 
the palaQe,!but deeUned giv^g his as$(snt to 
several bnportantb^soffcsred by the asseipl)ly 
for his concurrence. This bpdy ru>w dis;K>lv4d 
^lemaelves, most of the members having been 
elected to the convention aboul to meet in 
Bichm^Hid. A shwt time ai^fBnrards Dumqore 
wd his |^mily» attended by captain Fpy^saikd 
from YocktQwi). 

In July 1775 [the conventbn :met in Rich* 
mend, for the purpose <^ orgi^m^iiig a p^ 
-vincial form of governmwt and pten <rfdefc^p* 
for the c^ny. The iMter important trust was 
placed in the hands of a committee of public 
Sft&ty, cpnsbtiQg of the following illu^ious 
jcharaoters: Edmund Pendleton, Qeorge. Ma- 
son, John Page, Richard Bland, Thomas Lud- 
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wdl Lee^ Paul Camngton» Dudley Digges, 
jMfies Afercer, Carter Braxton, William Ca- 
bell and John.Tabb. Most of these names will 
lie fiuimliar to the leader versed in the annals 
of hi9i country. 

Edmund Pendleton was a member of the 
first congress in. die year 1774(, and was again 
si{q>ointed at the next election; but in the year 
1775 his bad state of heahh induced him to 
decline the honour of a third, election. He was 
for many years one of the judges of the court 
of appeals, in which he presided at the time of 
his death. In 1787 he was appointed president 
of the convention which met to cmisider the 
cc»Hiti^tion proposed for the government of 
the United States. For its adaption be was a 
powerful advocate. In the year 1789 he was 
appointed by Washington di^rict judge^ but 
declining the office, it was filled hy the ap-; 
poinlment o£ Cyrus Griffin. During the ad^ 
ministmtion of Adams the. venerable judge 
published a pamphlet agsunst a war with 
France. He di^di in Richmond, October 26th, 
1803, ia the oi^ty^tlucd year of his age. 
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George Mason was not less illustrious as a 
statesman nor less virtuous as a citizen. He 
was a member of the general convention which, 
in the year 1787, framed the federal constitu- 
tion, as well as of the convention of. Virginia 
which in the following year met for its adop- 
tion. In the former body he refused to sign his^ 
name to the instrument formed by his coad- 
jutors; in the latter he used the whole force of 
his reasoning powers against its adoption. la 
George Mason the friends to the federal con- 
stitutioil found, next to Mr. Henry, their most 
jpowerful oppqnent* He opposed the general 
plan as tending to consolidation, and contend- 
ed for a reservation to the states of all powers 
not delegated. He was so averse from that sec- 
tion that allowed the slave trade for twenty 
years, that he wished rather to exclude the 
southern states from the union than admit so 
illegal a traffic. He died at his seat at Gunstoa 
Hall in the year 1792, at the age of sixty-seven 
years. 

John Page, equally distinguish^ for his 
talents and his patriotism, was worthy the 
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many amportimt irvsts crnnniktod td bis hands. 
From the commencement of the revoUnibn tiH 
ius dcatb^ he was the.fiwid and ^itbful ser- 
nid cSMs connti^. He waS'One'af the T^pre- 
ttotativ^s i from Virginia in die tfirsC congress 
wider 4tief(»iet)aIcbnstitutiietiLlntte year 1M9 
lir was diosen one of the electors crf*presidi^nt> 
wd in 18(^ wias elected govei^or of V4rg%ik. 
I& died at Richmond, October lltb, 1808, ih 
^^x^-fifth ybar df Ms age. 
orftkhard Bland was a pofitifeal writei^, and 
an a^ire meMber i^the house of burgesseft 
abdut die- ^^milidemeiit '^ the reVokitiom 
lie publii^d, in the year 176S^ an inquiry into 
tte righis of the British colomes, in answer to 
tt^'^iampHbr fiu^b^d k Locidon in the pre^ 
ceding year. 

I ;^XIhejco90wiltuHi'V4>ted fer the service of the 
fiferte^ tw6 fce^innents of regulars to serve for 
bile ysear, abd alsa (jurdered that a portion of the 
tfulitia ihoutd en^unp hy ilegiments, for this 
j^m^se^ oi isipfofivig < in- mifttary exercises* 
ffiaiese s^ete' denoimAated *)ninute men, from 
tlteloa&ire^ of thdr fsdistms^Qity^ whid^ c€<|iMred 
02 
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them. to. be 'wadjrirte inarch at^arjrmmite^s 

: Tbti genend tommittee met abaoi ^er iai 
HfM|ioyePrtDWii, whereIlhose( who had t^eii 
elected officers by their :com(>aniesl repaired te 
f^ thdr cdmmissi(Ni&.i ;T)be ci^Bmittee bbo 
^ippointed a commissaiy of stores,! aiul anothei* 
f^ pro^i^ioBs^ m carder that suppUes adequalie 
ISP Uie . wiUxts cif the atniy ini^t he readjs. 
Their attention was ne^ turned to Noiiblk) 
fmrhere it, jvas. e^p^^^ted Dunmore, Iwho hadliot 
yet left ,tb^ coa^ pf Vii^nin, Mfotid^niake an 
^;tack. Captain JJwis, of jthci Norfolk voiun^ 
^ers, was ordered tp collect and mcmiit all the 
ca^noA he qould procure*' rEhe commitCee after 
making theses airrnQgemientsi .a&|oi^ned Itp^ meet 
in Williamsburg. .*ti,j/ ; . 

Meanwhib Diinmore, whose ;fiiroe.coni^ited 
ni three or four armed vessels and two con^ 
panics of th^ fourteenth :regiment Just. arriTed 
ffpnvjhe West jbid^s^. togeidier with a .few 
pegroes and tov^^f Wtfs^ jH^j^ir^grfOr an attaol; 
Qil|iampt^n.;7hC! Inhabitants ofjthaliflacehad 
§9fJyb|d^^{lP;i;d^p!at^a)gea^ a i ferding 
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^di^tcrte two ymng^m^t^tht^tume^it Bar- 
ton, «rilo liad "annoy e*h^ fleet and burnt two 
i^lm^ve^ib. These advetttiirotisps^tOts com* 
«im4^f two j^lof^ bdatsi #ifli which ttwyho^* 
^^tenA n^ar tbcS eiiemy/alid' t^hak ptti^tied they 
xnade Hampton ttteh- pla<ib'of mtrcfat. Hampton 

aid^' sriid it was a question '^^h the committee 
iwlxeiber ^policy ' rcfqoired^ tfie defence of file 
«9i^,i4>r- whether it should 'be abandoned 16 
the enemy. The disgraceful idea of wa^ng 
ifiie'^UHniffiry befcto-e thte invaders; was warmly 
md ^iiebessfully reprobated by J6hn Page, the 
^tfartyand steady friend of the revolution. It 
WAS accordingly determined to send a force to 
^fe;assistahce of -Hamptoin and captain Nicho* 
lasi of the secdnd regimfent' of regulars, and 
captain Lyne of the King and Queen (k)unty 
xiiinute'men,Werd appointed for that purpose. 
These were followed by^co^onel Woodford, 
with one hundred :rlflemen <4f tht* Colpeper 
tuittalSoii.-- ■• '^ - ' '' ''•"."" ^ 

' Before the arrltial ^ Woodford an attack 
was made on tiie town by a party of the enemy^ 
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3fic|)0/P(9^tfd.lw mw IB Ae mflf* 4^«n)tegeooB 
fiM^tiQn t(» repf jl iHi.,^n|a|3fc,. £«% in tbiQ nwmx 

fW.W^pvvcre^fwwthpb^chJjy the cift«rgisi}» 
ai^o -ttnigx mypr 9^ iVQfl^ M¥i ^»h^ tntoyed 

f^ftikfi' ,■•• ..:■'. . : -I i - --•': 

Sl;s^e c^fWPn beJ[(X)ging to the <sok»^,' io 
J^ripce^s Atiae coopty. Cplonel |litt«^i«t$on, 
^e 55WMy comir^Qffeat, havin|p n9«?iy«d 'm- 
tf^ig^ijq of hM jq«JrfMi>',8; inpvpfl»f»t§,jpnt> 
^-ed ^9 a|tt»ck bjm <Hi hi? w^y tbitJi^* ^t 
^s jHiippse, h^ pk^ aj»urob§r, xjf nicn in 
ambv^h on the ip#jl v^uch Pmi^Qrfi'.'yfRi ext 
pecte4 to ta^. P^tvthe; [^ Was Istetter Mid 
tbfin c^eputed. Qt) ti^ ^j^prpn^ 9^ the pnemjr 
the party was thrown into confusion, .and'^beif 
g^mmander and spf^e «|f ij^ u^e^nr^e JSttde 
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After this affiiir Duamore finding that the 
porovinc^als were preparing to attack hiin» took 
a strtmg position at Great Bridge, on Elizabeth 
river^ where he hoped to intercept the militia 
that were marching against him. Here he erect* 
ed a fort, which he garrisoned with a company 
of regulars under majco* Leslie* 

The committee to whom was intrustcfd the 
defence of the colony, sent colonel Woodford 
with the second regim^it, and a party of mill* 
tia, to dislodge the enemy from their post. 
This officer, having despatched colonel Scott 
and major Marshall^ with part of the troopsrin 
advance, proceeded widi the remainder to Suf- 
folk, where he was joined by a number of 
equestrian volunteers. Meanwhile the advance 
detachment under Scott and MarshsAl, having 
seized all the boats in the river, were ready to 
cross and attack the enemy. On the arrival of 
Woodford a breastwork was constructed wkhm 
cannon shot of the fort, but for want of artil- 
lery no attack could be made. 



1 
* Father of the present Chief Justice. 
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On the ninlh of Decethbar captain Fwiyce 
was ordered to ^orm the works oi^ the pro* 
vincials. At sunrise a cbhimn, led by lAxmt 
sixty grenadiers, advanced along the bridge 
with fi^ed bayoiidts agamst the breastwork. 
They were isaluted by a heavy fire in front, 
and attacked in ifiank by a small party under 
captain Stevens, who was posted on an emi- 
nence on the left. Under this destructive fire 
they continued to advance, until the fall of the 
commandant, within a few steps of the breast-* 
work, was taken as a signal for retreat. In this 
ill-judged attack almost every grenadier Ivas 
ettiier kilted or wounded. Their retreat was 
covered by Ae cannon of the fort. After ^its 
Impulse lord Dunmore' and most of hh fol* 
lovmra W6k refug^ oa board his vessels, and 
the jHTOvincid troops marched into N6rfolk» 

During their stay in Norfdk' the solders 
ocmsiddrablyamn^ed the enemy, by firing inte 
their vessek^ under cover of the houses whiob 
stood along the shoioev In^ revenge for theae ixv^ 
suits, lord Dunmore commenced a heavy can- 
nonade on the town. Oa the nigh^ of the 1st 
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pf January 1776, a party of libe en^my ^nde4 
under cpver of their caimcm, and set firetpti^ 
Jbiousee i^ear the river which a&rded^^Iter to 
IQur, troops. Tji»p latter beb<^ld the progpre^s of 
the jBamesivith less cioncem, ff^^'^ ^i^ .'^PP^c* 
bension that the British designed to mal^ 
Norfolk a permai;ieqt post. Impressed with this 
idea, the committee of public safety sent orders 
to colonel Qow^, who commanded in Nqrfolk^ 
tq de^py ^e remainder of the town. Thus 
was the most p9pulous* town in Virginia re- 
duced to a^s, from a vain hope that its des« 
truc^on would remove the seat of the war from 
our colony. 

{Colonel Howe was assisted in the command 
^t Norfolk, by colonels Wopjdjford and Steven^ 
two able and zealous officers. In addition to 
the two regiments alr^dy in service^ the con- 
vention determined to raise seven more for the 
defence of the colony.f 

After the vote of the convention for raising 

* Norfolk contained near 6000 inhabitants. 
t For note see tlie next page. 
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tiie ndw troops liad taken pbK^e^ die committee 
of safety informed Aeir representatives in con- 
gress of that measure, desiring them to use 
their endeavour^ to have the whole supported 
from the continental treasury. Only six regi< 
ments, however, ti^ere received into pay by 
congress, who granted commissions to the of- 
ficers in the order they stood recommended 
by the convention, beginning with colond 
Henry of the first, and ending with ccdond 
Buckner of the sixth regiment. 

Colonel Henry, on being offered his ccm- 
mission, declined the honour, having deter- 
mined to /etire firom military service. He ac- 
cordingly resigned the command he held under, 
^e convention, and retired to his residence in 

f The foUowing gentlemen were also chotmi as field 
officers to the troops about to be raised. 



nyoncfif* 


Ctlmieli. 


LieutemmtCtUmfU. 


Jftj^V* 


Tluid, 


HughMeieer. 


Geoige Wecdon. 




touith, 




InuReMU 


ILLftinoo. 


Fifth, 


WilUam PeMhj. 


William Cimwfonl. 


J. Ptoker. 


mxA, 




Thonat EUiott. 


J.HOldrieki. 


Serenth, 


WiUiam DUigerfieU. 


Ales. M*CluMlum. 


WimamNdMB. 


Bii^itk, 


Peter MnhlenlHUg. 


A.Bowniui. 




KM^ 


Thorn* nemmkif. 




ILDoMi^m. 
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BwaiifvwtffiGOyioiu^ his d^^Utrt from W&- 
UasiidBEu^ be veJ^ivedyz^ acM^ess from the 
offiofffs am} dfddicrs ^ hts r^meiit, in wUch 
tfaoj^teui^cet^ddiibdr regret ^ lis^lpfAringtbcmi; 
buti«f|)iaQideA kb splritini rbsefftssent to ^bat 
Aef Qigrkdb a mpBt gbmng wdigmtf/^ From^iit 
If^seasit a^ari tfaafti Mr; Heorjr 's Aaignation 
was owing to some disgust at the ntm arrange^ 
Jmnt ^t had takeo: place, or to some part of 
thp Qo^diid of ^e,^:s0mi»ittee^f sa^^. Iinme« 
diaiel^ after his returii home he way choseii 
one of the ddegates to repyresent the eoimty of 
IfaoQIofeer in ,o(>nre»dQn. 

On Moliday the 6tb of May, forty-five ittem- 
bel^ of t^e house of burgesses met at the 
eapitol in WSiiamsburg, piifsiKiat to their last 
adjourmoentt but it being their opinion that 
^ley could m^ l(mger act under die ancient 
coMtitbtion^ they unatiimousiy dissdved them- 
aelvesr The sme day the genial eonvetttioii 
0f delegates, from ^ diil^rent covmties and 
coifparal^Offg, met at the capitd, and havbig 
a|ipi»nted £dmund Pendleton president, and 
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John TaaewelLckpJf^ t&ey^nmeededtothi^ ooiL' 
sideratioih of tbofinqKatrtaataffiarsiof 4^ cHa^, 

On the IStli of the satoe mocith the cooven* 
(toor after apfktfi^ ti%^^ the Sdutbarjofsfaearts^' 
foi; the smoeri^.ufctheir fofrme^ dedaca^ns id 
fiiYOiir of |;c«c9 and > imioQ wkh > tfie^ mother 
cotmtiy^ acl6pted kinaifiiiHriisljr ^> fbttonvk^ 
retMdution. . : ^ 

^^ That tl^ delegates j|>poiiited to rqpreseot 
"thi6iCQk)ny:iii geoeral.ooogressJbeii^tinicted 
^^ to i^n^K^se ia that.it^fpectable bo<fy to diclare 
^^ the umtedcobmes/ree umlin^peidMi StaUfi 
^^ absolved from all allegiaace to, onxiqpeiii 
" deoce on tht. &fi^^t\ or padiaqnclM of Great 
" Britain; and tbrt they give thc[ absent of this 
"iC[ol<)pyi tp such deplaratfem, laiid .whatever 
" me^QUries may be thought nede^saiy .byjeon^ 
" gress for fqrming fore^ atti^nOes, and a 
** cojjfedenatipii; pf the cqlppies at- swb *tiine 
<' and in the. m?tnner th^t to tbem^j^H^irseidm 

be^: pi:ovided, that th? ppw?r <rf faroMnK 
**4ioyeyrtipents f6r,:^nd the, negml^tiws .of ^tbe 
" ii)tei:n»l , jcp«>cerns. • pf e^ch , icplonjt be> left^ to 
''the colonial legislaturts.'* They also appoint- 
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ed a committee to' prejwiw a' declaration of 
rights^ and' a plan. .of governments for tte 
colony. « - . ; : 

The deolaratidi) of rights prepared by the 
coiiimiitee^v in consequence of jhe - resolution 
of thfe hbifec, after liavihg undergone some 
Might s^rations. wasj oni the twelfth of June, 
approirdd by an miaxnmbos vote 'of the con- 
vention. On the 29th of the same month a 
constituti^ op'fotftn of goycimm^nt, built on 
ti^ solid base of equal Hghts^ was unanimously 
adapted by the house. In order to put this go- 
vei^meht id motion, it was declared in the last 
clajase;of>the,c6nstkut£on^ **that the represen- 
tatives of the people,' inet in convention, 
^^ shall choose a governor and privy council 
Kiftod sudi other officci^, diitc^ed to be chosen 
5f -by both houses, as m^y bfe judged ^necessary 
^ to jbfi immediately a^pbiBytdd. TJie senate to 
*< bct>firafctA*6C3i!by >Ilh&;|>e(Jpte>,:tp 5^ 
*5ith5 lart.dayioffMaoob-jn^xti •siqd.tbe.ol^r 
*1>Qfficprd UJ«ii.tbt fend oJirfie;;suciee€<teng ses* 
^^ sipii,^i^dM$ia9«^Ml>l]?»ff /jra ;oo :>ri* : ; . r 

• Note lil."Aj>pe'naixy" * ^' *' 
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In pitr^isaiiceL of the above tegnktxon lite 
feUowing appoinCmcQts wei%i made unde^4|H^ 
new plan of government* 

Pa^cHc Heni^, Esquine) Governor* 

John Pdge» Dudley pigges, lo^ Taybe^ 
lofan Bteir, Benjamin Ham^n o£ Berkeley^ 
Bartholono^iir Dandringe^ Charles Caarttf ^ 
Shirley, at)d Benjamin Harrison of Braodbni 
counsellors of ^taie. 

TboiAas Wbitbtgi Jiiha Hutehiogs; Chaia^ 
pion Travis, Thomas Newton |anr aiidXkiorgiit 
Webb, Esquires^ comihissiancni of adtmralty. 

Thomas Eveu^d and James Cocke, Es* 
quires, commissioners dbr settling accounts* 

Edmund Randolph, £squire, attorney ge- 
neral. 

On the 5th of July tiie general conveMidit 
adjourned themselves, to meet on ^e first 
Monday of Octobar foHowing. Buring their 
session they pa3sed, ^ide; the dteblarsftion of 
T^hts and plan of goven^mcifit, ' severd ordi- 
nances for the defence and iriterml improve- 
ment of the colony, thej iiM>i^ ia^ctttant- <tf 
which were the following: . 
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All ofdinancc for; erecting. «k woA^ in die 
cokmy. For ecitatiiishing a board of commis;' 
sioners to superaitend and dir«t the naval 
affairs of the colony. For rai^gsix.troq^ of 
horse. J^w JMrrai^;iiig the couifties into dtstricta 
t^r electing senators, &c. They alsor resblvedl 
to expunge from the litany such parts as re- 
hiisd fco the king and royal family, and substi- 
tuted in the. morning and eyemit^ service such 
lorims Jo£ expression as were better suited to 
&e new state jof affairs, 
a 1?ie1ieclaratic»i of independence, so strongly 
t^e^mmmded by the Virginia convention, was 
passed in congress on the Fourth of July 1776; 
and agreeably to an order of the privy council, 
it was proclaimed on the 25th of the same 
month at the capitol, the court-house, and the 
palace at WUliamsburg, amidst the acclama- 
tions of the people, and accompanied by the 
firing of cannon and musquetry. 

Lord DunmOTc having left Hampton Roads 
with his whole fleet, sailed up the bay of Chesa- 
peake, and about the first of June landed on 
Gwynn's island, near the mouth of the Rappa- 

P2 
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iMmnock/wheit) be fortified hSmsctf^ HulitAtce 
wis iUMMit£ve bnadfed meiHifickiding negrote. 
la this position he ims attadced 1^ a body oi 
troops^ tmder tiie command <:>f br^di^ ge*^ 
serai Lewis^ and compeited Hso abaodoa ihd 
Island, leayjng behind a. great part of his, ba^ 
gige. 

Tifedat length of a war triijuoh yielded onljr 
A^race ^aiid disappoiiitment^ faml Dunntore^ 
after de^atching tiu& miserabte remn^it ofJiui 
followers to Florida and the West Ir»diesi sailed 
fitim Vir^nta, add Arrived wkfa lord W^km 
Campbell and sir Peter Parker dff>&atei^i8kml 
on the 14ih of August 1776« 



i: 'I 
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Having giv^fi ji^ detail of the militafjr mid 
civil events Ifv Virginia,' vMSi the establishment; 
ofthe-^esent repufoliean form of government,; 
it nlay not be uninteresting to close the colonial 
Mfitory with a brief survey of the genius and 
literature of our country al thi^ period. And 
kere the slightest observation vrfll convince usv 
that the opinion entertained by the British, and 
publicly expressed in parliament, respecting the 
ignorance of the colonists, was equally illiberal 
and unfounded. 

The depth and boldness of our pofiticd^ 
essays, and the masterly doquence db^yed in 
oaf ddfumsib/ fefttlM the calumny. Fewassem-^ 
Uies eoold boast of more wisdom, and nont o$ 
more virtiie, tho^ ihe first general congress ol 
tfie ccSonies* Of this august body, the Virginia 
Kpresentation farmed^ in weight of taki^ and 
xMegtity of principle, a veny in^ortant paiti 
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Virginia fostered in her bosom die most en« 
ttghtened statesmen and the most iilustricms 
heroes. She gave a leader to our armies and an 
orator of the highest^ ofdv to*p!ir councBs. The 
cdelH^ted Patrick Henry was among the ear- 
liest and ablest supporters (tf die revolUtloA. Hlfc 
posseted a mm& &wght with/M46d<»n and a 
patriotism steady as the beam of heaves. We 
have already seen him at the head of a band- of 
tolunteers directing his march against-tbe pabnie 
oi Dumnore, whose seat he was so soon to o<> 
cupy, and on the ruin iA whose power his own 
and his country's glcwy was shordy to be buitt.^ 
But when declaiming in the great councils c$ 
the nation, our admiration rbes at the extent 
of his knowledge and the resistlete fofx:e of his 
eloquence. He combiited in a haj^y degree the 
power 6f reasoniogi widi the morc attf^acdve- 
accomplishments of the orator. Without dMf 
aid of extensive learning, or'the iniu^nce which' 
fiimily and fortune bestow, he possessed a ccmA 
trol over thfs passions ^nd opinidns <tf lus auk 
<)^ncei,r whi(^ his own. elbquKifee alone couML 
describe^ To a clear uaderstabding and at^urect 
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t9»tei he ufiHed a bold imagination atid rajs^xi" 
oas power of expressioa Avhkh argumeiM cottld 
not resist nor obstinacy wkhstand. As exrly as 
the year 1705) Mr. Henry: was a member of 
the assembly of Virginia, in which body he in^ 
trodoced some resohitions that breatlied a spirit 
ef liberty ^md showed the zeal and patriotism of 
his ymitUiil mind« In the year 1774 he was 
^hoseQ a dqnity from Virginia to the first cod<» 
gness^ and (brmed <mt of ^ committee who 
^W ixp the petition to the kvag. 

As akeady observed, Mr. Heary was activto 
in opposing die tyraiuiy of lord Dunmore, and 
mardied in person with the v<^nteers of Hana* 
fer to (temand restitution of the powder carried 
off from the ma^zine. He was afterwards ap« 
pouUed colonel o( the first Virgioki regiment, 
but thinking himself not well treated by the 
cofimittee oi safety, he shortiy after resigned 
bis commission, and withdrew fix)m public sery 
vice.* His country, howevet, knew his wwtib 
too weU to aUow lum^a long retirement bi the 

* MS. Penes me^. 



d by Google 



178 

year 1776 he was clectai by the eoftvention fcrst 
governor of Virginia under the new x^&n^tittt-* 
tion^ and'€bntinued in that high office for'sevdtal 
successive yfeafs. In the year 1778 He isgcifived 
an- mkmymous letter, designed toaliermte 1^ 
aiections from his'friend general Washington: 
This letter he enclosed to the general* to-put 
lum oii his guard against the msididusattlidliii 
of his enemies. In Jiiw 1 788, he was'a menit^r 
of the Vii^uiia ccwf^ention, in whickhe exposed 
tlie adoption of Ae federal constitution with eSk 
tfieipower of hi^: eloquence. Almost the wfiole 
weight of opposition devolved on him,Vnd the 
dMfeultyof Ae task bhiy served to uiif&Ift tfife 
d^tonidung re»ur6es ctfoMsimrkJ:^ opposfed 
tte cbnstitution on the -ground, that d^ges 
iftewd»igeitwi$ to'liberty, kidthat the pnjfjbsed 
plah wis a contofidation in which &e ii^s' oi 
thefistates would be lost'ia tfe-pbw^i^ -of Ihe 
general govewimeftt. Ti^ireply to^the arga^entS 
off ^a> Madison^ k :Kiittd(d]^^d z »^^ia!l,w 
qdir^ ndf^rdittaTf $haa^ <)fr^^r^ 

eloquence. Although opposed to its adoption, 
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Mr. Henry wm^ £rm supporter of ({fe; ocm^- 
tutiori when adoj^ed. 

. After the resignation d Mr. Randolph 'iiiltbe 
^^Wil79Suy Mr. Henry Jivas.pimuo^ed.'S^^retailjr 
of iStsUe b^iptesideht Was^hington) Itut cc^v^def 
ratiiKisrof a private mture induced him to de« 
diae^ the . h^nioitf*^ In >foifemker 1796; hcj^m 
again elected governor of Virf^nia, but resigned 
theoffi.ce soon after his appointment. ' 
;'In,the year 17^ iMr. Henry is^as q>pointed 
by president. Adatms caivoy to Frdilce.with 
Mesisits. EUswoith and Murray; In lieply to the 
tett^ of the secretary of s^td, he menticMis. a 
Revere indisp6sitlon and his advanced age and 
weidiness as a reason for defining the appcmt- 
ment. This letter wasidaied.the Idtht;c^fJVpriI 
I7994>ftt Redhill in Ch^lotte iCQtinty, ilvh^w b^ 
died (Ml the 6th of June folio wing^f: 

The name of Jefferson al^ t daiite a diaftin- 
guished placein the wnals C^ oUr coujitry;. faiiy 
ip the i revQlutipn he fcommeteced that . pai^: of 

:^: ■ : . ' . : (/. •-. :- ■ ('off 7f' 

: • American Biography. ^BurVlt Vk^^iniia. Mnx^f^V§ 
Waahington> &c. . - . . ; : . , 
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ftftiie wluxih led Kv tiie lu^st honeum hk coun- 
try could bestow. His essay on the righto of 
Bii^h America, written early in Ae year 1T74, 
adtom^ed nc^ less deplh of research xbati siooi^ 
ii^i(^ judgmeitt; The eights of the cddmes 
were investigaMl' ivithf dearnes^ and their 
«m>ngi» portrayied With jiist sevet^. This woilt 
w^dk^i^ned as^^i^ dnift of a petition to die king, 
which Mr. Jeffbson^ as a member of the con* 
ventioQiof 1774> diesigned to pn^>osc to ithe 
houses Haying been topped on his wa^^'lty 
mkots^y he sent it to the speaker, who lakl it 
on die tidole M the perusal of the members* it 
WIS coiisidered as tob^trcmg for tiie times, and 
was qq thai siecount not a<^pled by the house, 
b«| \he} approbation ^ the members ma;f be 
infi^fied fhnn thefa* unabimous subscriptifiA for 
its publication, ; 

r iAboutidM same^me was published an essay 
eiktided '^^ Considerations on the jH^sent state d 
V>ilf^Hp exaniuied,^ This -critique wds written 
by Robert Carter Nicholas, and was rendered 
intei^stihg by €h^ importance of die subject and 
the ^irit with which it was writteti. 
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In the ofter cdonies also, many valuable 
essays were published upon the subject of our 
differences witfi the mother country* Of these 
Ae fi^lowi]^ were deservedfy esteemed for their 
fistf^de and higenoi^. ^* Observations on the Bos- 
tog^ port biH/^ by Josiah Quincy: ** Considera- 
tiofis <»i the nature and extent of the authority 
of the British parKamo^t," by James Wihon: 
^v Strictures on a Pamphlet en^ed ^ A fiiendfy- 
addf«S6 taiall reasonable Americans,^ by gene- 
ral Charles Lee* &c. &c. 

Although the monuments €£ genius, erected 
m th^ period of which we speak, wre chiefly con- 
fined to the ^atesman and politician, yet the' 
»lent walks of philosophy were not untrod^ nor 
were the fields of science left unex^ored by 
oiff anoesiors^ The n^nes of Franklin and Rit- 
tenhouse, the c«e a native of Boston, the o^ier 
of Gcrmantown, have casft a lustre around die 

* Thie^idm^e essaya are ia^ possession of Mr. Xeffei^ 
fiODy whose care hascoUectediaad p^efiorved from obli- 
vion many valuable papers and much useful information. 

Q 
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American name. Bartram,^ the American Ba> 
tyralist, was pronounced by Linnaeus, the 
greatest natural botanist in the worid. 

John Banister, of Virginia, was not less re- 
markable for his botanical researches, though less 
celebmted in theiiter^y world. He setded in the 
cdony towards the close of the 17th century, 
and devoted his time to die study^ of plants, 
with that success that attends the assiduous 
efforts of genius. He collected and described a 
variety of rare species of plants, but unfortii- 
nately in one of his excursions he fell from a 
rock and was killed. His botanical friends have 
honoured his memory by calling a plant . of the 
decandrous class, Banisteria. 

But Virginia can boast of another naturdist 
still more distinguished for his talents and re^ 
search. John Clayton was the son of an emi» 
nent lawyer, who was for some time attorney 
general of Virginia. At an early age he was 
placed in the office of Peter Beverley, clerk for 
Gloucester county, and as successor to that 



Note IV. Appendix. 
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gentleinan retained tht office upwards of fifty 
years. He died at the age of eigh^^eig^t, and 
till his last year retained the vigour of his con- 
stitution, and the strength and acuteness of his 
understanding. His residence was about twenty 
miles from Williamsburg, but he visited most 
of the settled parts of Virginia, and even tra- 
Versed the country lying along the eastern side 
t)S the Blue Ridge, in qu^st c^ botanical know- 
ledge. His descriptions of plants were so re- 
markable f(»* their accuracy and plainness, that 
the species he described was seldom left doubt- 
ful. Clayton was a member of several learned 
societies of Eurq)e, and a correspondent of 
several eminent naturalists, amcHigst whom were 
Oronovius and Linnasus. He left at his death 
two volumes of manuscripts prepared for the 
press, and also a Hortus Siccus of folio size, 
with marginal notes and directions to the en- 
graver. These works perished in the wreck of 
the revolution; but several of his essays, among 
which is an account of the medicinal plants of 
Virginia, were preserved from a similar fate by 
a place in the philosophical transactions. His 



L 
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Fhra Firgmmm was alao puUtslied in Ems^ir, 
by professor Gronoviws, and served to give 
htm a naiBe wiong^l th^ learned of hks day. It 
is frequently refisrred to by Lkma^us^ and otber 
naturalists of the age»* 

If we pass frQvn the depsulmettt of natwal to 
that of civil hbtory, we find ourselves tcaos- 
I^ted to a dreary waste, where but few Bowers 
attract pur view. The early hbtcuries of Vifginia 
are remarkaUe Ibr dryness of detail and dum- 
siness of composUioii. In Ae year 1705, R. 
Beverly, a native ^ Vifigmia, published a his- 
tory of the colony from its fost estaUi^ment 
till his own time. This work embraeed also ^ 
natural productions, and the miners and cus- 
toms of the natives. But the coi»cisene8s dT its 

* Le p^re du col. Banister de Virgioie avoit pr^oM^ 
M. Bertram et ne lui 6toit point inf^rieurs mais aucun 
d'eux n'est a comparer au fameux docteur Clayton mort 
peq avant la r6voIution. II a consid6rablement aug^ment6 
le dicdonaire de botanique, et est connu dans les ^coles 
d* Europe sous le nom de L^nn^e Virginien. 

Recher. Hist, et polit. sur les Etats Unis. 
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narration^ and the frigidness of its style, render 
k little instructive and less amusing to the reader. 
In tte year 1747, the reverend William Stith, 
president of William and Mary college, pub- 
lished a history of Virginia in one octavo 
volume. This work, which details the afiairs 
of the colony till the year 1624, contains in an 
appendix, a collection of charters relating to the 
period comprised in the volume. The author, 
besides the materials of Smith* and Beverly, 
derived much information from the manuscripts 
of his uncle sir John Randolph, and also from 
tlie reccH-ds of the London company, which 
were in the hands of William Byrd, president 
of the council. Mr. Stith, although not deficient 
in classical learning, was entirely destitute of 
taste as a writer. His history is remarkable for 

* Captain John Smith puUished his sixth voyage to 
Virginia in 1606. — His first voyage to New England, 
I6i4d^-His second to New England* 1615.— -Description 
of New England, 1617. — ^The general history of Vir- 
ginia, New England and the Somer islands, in six books 
folio, 1627.—- His travels and adventures; 1630. 
Q2 
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prdlixity and minuteness of narratkoi, but faas 
fidthfulness as a historian I believe has ntycr 
been impeached. 

Agreeably to the arrangements made in the 
late convention, the general assembly m^ at 
the capitol in Williamsburg on the first Mon- 
day in October 1776. In conformity with the 
new ccMxstitution, the legislature of Vii^nia 
now consisted of two branches, called tht house 
df delegates and the senate. The honourable 
Edmund Pendleton was chosen speaker of the 
former body, and Archibald Carey, Esquire, 
of the senate or upper house. 

The attention of the legislature was early 
called to the state of the colony, and an increase 
d^the military force was determined on. While 
the a£&irs pf the commonwealth were thus pro- 
gressing towards domestic security and order, 
and civil liberty seemed to be placed on die 
solid base of equal rights smd free representa- 
tion, our sea-board and western borders were 
exposed to the ravages of wan On the frontiers, 
the Indians committed many depredations, and 
hitherto no important stand had been made 
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Against them, »nce the expedition under Col* 
Lewis to the Ohio. It was at length determined 
by the assembly to raise a foree suflicient to 
vepel if not to vanquish the hostile tribes. The 
command of this force, \t^hich consisted of 
about two hundred men, was entrusted to colo- 
nel William Christian, an able and ehterprisii^ 
officer. The exp^don was designed princi- 
pally against the Cherokee and Creek nations, 
who to the number of about seven hundred had 
encamped in Carter's valley, <mi the waters of 
Holston, from whence they sent out numerous 
detachments. Some of their parties penetrated 
over the North Mountain into the country lying 
along the western foot of the Blue Ridge, car- 
rying terror and devastation wherever they went. 
On the approach of cdcmel. Christian towards 
thdr ^settlements, they retreated with precipi- 
tancy, after making some show of disputing hisf 
passage over Broad ^iver* 

On the 18di of October colonel Christian 
passed the Tennessee river, apd soon afi^ 
reached the Cherokee towns, which he was 
prevented from destroyiog by timdy overtures 
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of peace from the enemy. Four of dieir chie& 
arrived at his camp with proposals which were 
accepted by the commander. The principal ar- 
ticles of the treaty consbted. in the restoraticm 
of 41 prisoners and property detained by the 
savages, and the reference of all matters of dis- 
pute to the ^ate of Virginia, in conjunction 
with a deputation from their own tribes. For 
the performance of these conditions fifteen hos- 
tages were given, such as were required by 
cdonel Christian, to be exchanged yeariy for 
such csthtrs as might be required by the state. 
Before his return, however, he destrcg^ed three 
or four towns which were under Uie influence 
of chiefs who refused to accede to the oi^ of 
peace, and some of whmn had been guilty of 
burning Aeir prisoners.* 

The assembly, during their sessi(»i thk &U, 
passed an act for the appointment of a conmiittee 
to revise the laws of the commonwealth, and 
prepare a code suited to the new state of aflairs. 
This important trust was confided to hands per- 
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&c^ c^Nfnpetenl to the task. The Gommatiee 
GQQ^istied of the fbUowiag ilk»lrk>us ch«aeteiia: 
TbcHnaa Jeflfersoo, JBdmiKui PoiAetmi, GecH^ 
Wytt^y Ck(H^ Mtscm, asid Thcanas Lokkwell 
Lee, EBqiiires. Tt» e»&i2ttti(^ (rf* the woriL how- 
ever devolved cm the three first named gentleu 
men, who afterwaids were honoured with the 
first pom of dignity s^ importaisce thek* coun- 
try could bestow* 

While these a&irs wem traosactiDg in Vkv 
^lia^ the war was progresshig widi vai^bw 
sticcess in the other colonies. The Amaricws, 
after bdng defeated on Lcmg Isbind, by general 
Howe, had abandoned the pkce. The evacua- 
tkm of New Ytjark by the continentel twops 
fidlowed socm after^ and the expedition against 
Cansda was marked by the fell of general Mont- 
gomery and the retreat of his army finom the 
walls c^ Quebec. ' 

The skill and energy of the commander in 
chief was at this time &r supencH* to his means. 
On his retreat towards New Jersey his force 
cmisisted of only about three thousand five 
hundred men. Witlv this mudl army he was 
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dofidy pureed by lord CornwalliS) who arrived 
in Newark the very morning (November 28lh) 
that WashingtcMl kft it. The British general 
hoped to dbperse ^e American army before 
it should cross the Dejaware. In this however 
he was disappointed. Washington efiected Ae 
passage of the Delaw^e without being com- 
pelled to fight, and saved by his superior skill 
and caution the army on which his country ^s 
hope seoned to rest. The prospects were in- 
deed gloomy at thb time, and in no (^her cause 
thm that of liberty could success have been 
reason^ly calculated upon. The fortitude d: 
Washington, however, never forsook him, nor 
would his zeal in the cause of his country 
idlow him to be long^ iniK^ive. On the 25th of 
December he recrossed the Delaware, and the 
splendid achievements of Trenton and Princeton 
began to re-animate his distressed and dejected 
followers. 

The bdd resisUmce of the colonies called for 
greater force, or more skilful exertions on the 
part of the invaders. The war in tlie northern 
department had hitherto yiel^d but little glory 
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to the British commanders. The approach of 
general Burgojme, an able and accompKshed of- 
ficer, from Canada, with a force of about seven 
thousand men, seemed to threaten the downfel 
of our power in that quarter. His success, how* 
ever, was soon arrested by general Gates, at Ae 
head of an army superior in numbers, and not 
inferior in bravery to the. opposing force. 

The capture of Burgoyne spread a general 
joy through<mt the colonies,, and inspired their 
councils and their armies with new vigour in 
the yet doubtful contest. Meanwhile, Washing- 
ton was watching in anxious suspense the move- 
ments of ^r William Howe, who had sailed from 
New York with a force of eighteen thousand 
men, and a powerful fleet under the command 
of Jbis brother, Iqrd Howe. Fearing it should be 
a scheme to draw him to the south, and leave 
the Hudson with a force not sufficient to de- 
fend the important post of West Point, Wash- 
ington proceeded no farther than Bucks county, 
in I^ennsylvania, where he waited the destina- 
tion of the enemy. 

Sir William entering the Chesapeake, sailed 
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up the boy and landed his army in CecA county^ 
Maryland, on the eastern shore of die bay. 
Washington discoverii^ lus movemoits, took 
a position on the Brandjrwkie, where he wailed 
the approach oE his foe. A severe coi^ct en* 
sued which terminated in the defieat of the 
Americans. In this en^igemeBt the Virginia 
brigades, under Wayne and Wecdo% distm- 
gotshed themselves.^ 

This battle was xxm aftef followed by anp* 
ther at Germantown, ki vt^ikh the enen^ were* 
again victorious. The remissness, however, of 
sir William Howe, in inqiroving his vietories, 
rendered them of little importance to his cause. 
The destruction of a few hundred men could 
be of m> serious consequence in the conquest 
of a country as extensive aiid populous as the 
United Colonies, Nothing but the utmost vi-* 
gour in following iq), as well as wisdoiA in- 
planning Ins Conquests, could render their e^ 
feets permanent, or ensure success to the m« 
vaders. The case was very different wiA respect 
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to America. Her armies were improving in dis- 
cipline, and every defeat taught her better how 
to meet the enemy in the next contest. She had 
already waded too fer in blood to think of re- 
turning without the prize of victory in her 
hands. 

The arrival of count D'Estaing, witfi a for- 
midable fieet, in aid of the American cause, 
contributed to its success, and served to in- 
crease the embarrassments of the British. 

On the accession of sir Henry Clinton to the 
chief command, the war was carried on with., 
renewed vigour, but the plan of ccmquest was 
in some measure changed. The reduction erf* 
the southern colonies presented an object of 
less difficulty, but not of less value to Bri- 
tain than the northern. An expedition against 
Qeorgia, under the command of lieutenant colo- 
nel Campbell, threatened the subjection of that 
state, while sir Henry himself was preparing to 
march in person to South Carolina. 

R 
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|. HE intermediate situation of Virginia had 
saved her interior in some measure from the 
ravages of invasion. The storm of mMnt ^ad 
hitherto ^pent ils force on the more nordiCfn 
coloniesi and was now bc^nning to burst with 
all its horrors upon ihe south, while our popu- 
JOiiis state was left to ibrow its ^ in whatever 
q^iarter it was required. It readily occurred to 
sk Htf^ GlifiKAi, that the resistance ^f the 
southern states would depc^ much tipoii the 
a^tance they ^ould receive 'from Vilgiiita. 
To bumble lite pride^ and destroy the r^ourdes 
of tbb province, dierdbve became an ^ect 
worth the Mtehtion of the com^ftadder ki ^ief. 
An expedition threatenii% the overtfa^w of re- 
sistance in this quai^r, was accordiq^y pro- 
jected, and early in May 1779 the hostile 
squadron, conducted by sir George Collier, 
anchored in Hampton Roads. The army con* 
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sisted of about two thousand land forces and 
five hundred marines; the whole commanded 
by brigadier^general Matthews, an able and ex- 
perienced officer. 

The defenceless situaticui of Portsmouth and 
NorfdA;; rendered those places an easy conquest. 
The garrison of Fort Nelson, which consist 
of abcmt one hundred and fifty men, under the 
comiaand of major Matthews, alxmd(n>ed their 
post under cover of the nig^it, and retired to 
the borders of the Dismal Swamp. On the 11th 
of Msef ite British general took possession of 
Portsmouth, where he established his head- 
quarters, and firom whence he detached troops 
to Norfoft: and Gosport In these jdaces he de* 
stroyed abundance of naval and military stores 
ef rhudi importance to the state. 
' The army continue^ but a short time on our 
sfaiM'es, though long enough to destroy upwards 
of a hundred vessels, and a great quantity of 
poblic and private property. They burnt the 
town of Suffolk,^ and many private houses 

♦ Gordon's Am.f War.— Marshall's Washingtoa.*^ 
Lee's Memoirs, Sec, 
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shared the same &tc. This destructkm c^ pii* 
vate property, which oug^t to be held sacred 
by civilized nations at war, called for the into*- 
ference of the assembly. A resoive was passed 
in that body, requiring the governor to remon- 
strate s^ainst this cruel mode of carrying mi 
war. 

The army, embarking on board their ships, 
returned to New YcH'k, carrying widi diem dieir 
prizes and their plunder. 

The fall of Charleston, and the suecesai^ tibe 
British arms in the south, under l<^d ComwsA- 
lis, portended much evil to Virginia. Her re- 
duction was determined (m by the commander 
in chief, and a plan £q)parendy big with success 
was laid for that purpose. 

As soon as Clinton was informed of the de- 
feat of the southern army by lord Comwallis, 
he despatched brigadier-general Leslie, with a 
force of about three thousand men, s^nst our 
state. The co-operation of this detachment with 
the army under Comwallis, who was expected 
to enter Vii^inia on the south, appeared fully 
adequate to the object in view. 
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Leslie arrived in the Chesapeake bay, in Oc- 
tober 1780, and landing at Portsmouth, took 
possession of such vessels and other property as 
could be found on the coast. The defeat of 
major Ferguson, who had been ordered to ma- 
noeuvre through the northern parts of South 
Carolina, and was expected to join ComwaUis 
at Charlotte, caused the latter to alter his plans, 
and prevented his junction with Leslie.* 

Some time elapsed before Leslie could obtain 
information of the situation of Cornwallis, and 
the circumstances that occurred to prevent the 
important junction with that officer. Meanwhile 
the governor of Virginia was earnestly employ- 
» ed in preparing to oppose the invaders. Thomas 
Jefferson, successor of Patrick Henry, was then 
governor of the state, and the assembly, com- 
posed of men sekcted for their wisdom and 
patriotism, was m session. 

At this crisis, general Greene, who had been 
appointed to succeed Gates in the command of 

t Lee's Memoirs of the War in the Southern Colonie;^ 

1 Vol. II. 

1. R2 
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the soudiera army, arrived in Richmondi on 
his way to the south. As much rdiance had 
been placed on the supplies to be received from 
Vii^iniai Greene was not a little embarrassed 
to find her in such a weak and exposed situa- 
tion. After making such arrangements as he 
deemed necessary, he continued his journey to 
the south, leaving baron Steuben* to direct the 
defence of the state. General Gates had removed 
his he^-quarters to Charlotte, and there he sur- 
tended into the hands of Greene the comsiand 
of the southern army. 

In die mcOT time general Leslie, ieavir^ tfoe 
shores of Virginia, sailed for Charl^ton, where 
he foiUnd <H*ders requiring him to repair with 
his army to Camden. On the 19th of Decern* 
ber he b^an his march with about fifteen hun- 
dred men, to eflfect a junction wiA the army 
under Comwallis. This he acoomplisiiied with* 
out difficulty. On the ilth of lanuary Cornival- 
lis advsmced towards Noith Carolina. Widiir^ 
to disperse the force under general Morgan, 

• Note Vt Appendix. 
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who had been tnancbuvring in the western parts 
of the state, he despatched colonel Tarieton in 
piursuit of him^ The splendid victory of the 
Cowpens checked the ardour of the pursuers 
smd revived the drooping spirits of the Ameri- 
cans. The southern army was, however, unable 
to face their enemy in the field, and the move- 
ments of Cornwallis indicating a design to bring 
Greene to action, compelled the lattef to retreat 
towards Virginia. This he safely accomplished, 
. notwithstanding the vigorous pursuit of the Bri- 
tish general, who had destroyed his baggage in 
order to effect his movements with more cele- 
rity. The van of the British army arrived just 
after the rear of the American had passed the 
Dan, which forms the dividing line between the 
two states. The next day general Greene wrote 
to Mr. Jefferson, governor of Virginia, and to 
baron Steuben, giving information of his situa- 
tion and requesting reinforcements. The reader 
will find in general Lee's ** Memoirs of the 
Southern Camprngns,*^ an interesting and elo- 
quent account erf the retreat of Greene to the 
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borders of Virginia, as well as qf the southern 
war in general* 

Early in December 1780, governor Jefferson 
received a letter from general Washington, in- 
forming him that preparations were making by 
the enemy at New York, for an expedition to 
the south, which was probably designed against 
Virginia.* 

On the, 30th, brigadier- general Arnold, with 
near fifty sail of vessels arrived in the Chesa- 
peake, and embarking in lighter vessels pro- 
ceeded up James river. On receiving news of 
this approaching squadron, Mr. Jefferson des- 
patched general Nelson to collect and arrange a 
force with as much haste as possible, while 
baron Steuben with about two hundred men 
marched to Petersburg, On the 4th of January 
Arnold landed his force, consisting of about 
nine hundred men, at Westover, the seat of 
Mr. Byrd, and marched to Richmond without 
opposition. Thus was the metropolis of Virginia 
exposed to the insult and depredation of a trai- 

• Lee's Mem. South. Camp. Vol. II. 
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tor; her stores and archives plundered, and her 
governor compelled to seek security by imme« 
diate flight. 

From Richmond lieutenant colonel Simcoe 
was despatched to Westham, where he des- 
troyed the Only cannon foundery in the state. 
At this place, they also destroyed the military 
genres, which had, on the alarm caused by Ar- 
nbld'is approach, been removed from Richmond. 
After two days spent in pillaging public and 
pirate property, graeral Arnold returned to 
Westover, where oh the lOdi he re-embarked 
his men and descended the river. On his way 
he landed detachments at Mackay's mill and at 
Smithfield, where they destroyed some public 
stores; and on the 20th arrived at Portsmouth. 

Major general Steuben, assisted by general 
Nelson, having collected a considerable fcn-ce, 
marched in pursuit of Arnold. But the move- 
ments of the lattier ware too rapid to be inter- 
ropled by the tardy advances of undisciplined 
militia. They were, however, able to prevent 
similar ihcursicms, and by remaining in the 
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Tkinity of Pctttsmouth). tfaey^ ocmfin^ t&e cue* 
my to their entrenchmoits. 

On hearing of the invasion of Virgmia by the 
tndtor Arnold, and hid encampment at Ports- 
mouth, general Washington formed a fisn to 
cut off his retreats He intimated to count Ro* 
ehanibeau and admii^ D^Estouches, the i«i«' 
portance c^ an immediate movement df die 
French fleet to the Chesapeake, and at the 
same time detached the marquis De la Fajrette 
with twelve huodi^ torn to Vii^iwai The 
French admiral, not entering fii%^ mte «bt 
inews of Washington^ d^ached otiiy a smatt 
part of hifi squa^xiii, who ftonk their in^^Nlil^ 
to efect die desti^ puvpose,, refum^ to die 
fleet at Rhode L^ai^ 

The sitiiation c£ Arnold had induced ^r H. 
Cliiitdn to detach to hi^ aid major-general Phil- 
lips, to whom the command <^ die Britisdi fhrces 
in Virginia wasi comrtiittcd. The united detach* 
ments under Arnold and Phillips formed! a bedjr 
of about dree thousand fiive kmdred mem Be* 
ing^ able ta act on the dffferaivei general PhiHips 
left one thousand men in Portsmouth, and pro- 
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iQMded wiAtbe retniinukrju^ James river, fair 
die ^wpose of completiog tbe destniction of 
die intectial stiiength tad jrewurees of tbe state. 
Oppositf to WflUwidbiirg beiaaded, and ftom 
IkoM^ fiRint to Yorktmm a fle<Ac^ixient» y/j» 
dedlroyiodnbe navsd stored m th«t ptooe. Re-^tict'* 
barkliig i&ey MerctiJded die mfsr to Citjr Poio^ 
urbeoe tones iriver reeeivea die wMens of ibe 
Apptttattim. Ai diis piaoe Phittips landedand 
dtteeMd hi» mioth «o PelerslMirg^ whtefa^stwds 
on tibe bai»k xtf idie last jneitfioned sCreanii about 
twdine fmks from its lunciton with the fbrnier. 
V^nsa vm& a( this time in a defeoecje^s 
«LtitatiQ|]$ 9H ike r^ular fbroe of the state 'was 
jwdNr Greoie in fiomtti Carolina, aod her whole 
rdwice was upon icnyitia, ot* whom about two 
dw^isaiid were now in did field. This force, half 
i^ which was stattoned on each side of James 
war, wasMndt^4he€0iiraiaml^'^ barcm Stm- 
b^n ^md^neral Keteon. Steuben directed the 
scHt^em divls^QQ, ixi whsttn the defence of Pe^ 
Hsri^ufg devolved, and ibopi winch {dace tie 
was compelled to retreat by the superior force 
of PhiUips. J>ttring his aisay in Petercft^urg, 
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gd^ral Phiflips destit^^ die wardbousesy and 
q>read terror anddevastation, the con^wt^itlen- 
dants of Brtti^ invasion^ through the towti. 
Leavki^ Petenrinu'g, he crossed the App^Bat- 
tox hrto Chesteriekl, ^id detaching Arnold to 
Osborne^ to destroy the tobacco at dKrt place, 
he proceeded bkns^ to Ch^leilfield cobit^ 
house, where he desfrojred iSxt barracks and 
stores which had been formed there for tfie 
accomnuxlation c^ recruits designed for the 
scmthem army. The two divisions of the ariiijr 
umting again, marched into Manche^r, wbae 
was renewed the acene of [alfa^ and devasta- 
tion transacted in Petersburg and Chesterfidd.^ 
The f(»tunate vrival of the marquis De la Fay- 
ette at I^hnMmd,wiA a body of regukr troops, 
saved the metropdis from a similar &te. Ftom 
Manchester, genoral Phillips proceeded down 
the river to Bermu^ hundred, opponle City 
Point, where his fleet remained duruigl^ in- 
cursion. Here he re-embarked his troops, and 
fell down the river, wh^ the marquis Allowed 

* Marshairs Washiagtan. Lee's Memcan, kk. Sec. 
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on the north side to watch his movements. He 
soon learned that Phillips, instead of returning 
to Portsmouth, had suddenly re-landed his army 
On the south side of the river, one division at 
'Brandon and the other at City Point, and wasi>n 
his march to Petersburg. It immediately occur- 
red to the marquis, that a junction with Com- 
^wallis, who was then approaching Virginia, wafs 
the object which Phillips had in view, md to 
prevent which he determined to throw himself 
by forced marches into Petersburg before die 
arrival of that general. Phillips however reaclwl 
that place first, and La Fayette halting, re- 
crossed the river iand posted himself a few miles 
below Richmond. The death of general Phil- 
lips, soon after his arrival in Petersburg, de- 
volved the command of the army again on gene- 
ral Arnold. 

Comwallis was now on his way to Peters- 
burg, and having crossed the Roanoke he de- 
tached colonel Tarleton to secure the fords of 
the Meherrin, while colonel Simcoe with the 
rangers was sent for the same purpose to the 
Nottoway. The enemy eflfected his passage over 
S 
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these rivers* without interruption, and on the 
20th of May entered Petersburg. 

In addition to this united force, which seem- 
ed fully sufficient to cru^ every germ of oppo- 
^tion in Virg^bia, general Leslie had again 
made his appearance cm the coast, with a rein- 
forcement of two regiments and two battalions, 
part of which was stationed in Portsmouth un- 
der the conunand of that officer. The marquis 
De la Fayette ccmtinued near Richmond with a 
fixx^e of about four thousand men, nearly three- 
fourths of whom were militia. 
' Steuben, who was on the south side of James 
river, proceeding with about six hundred levies 
to reinfOTcc general Greene, was suddenly re- 
called and ordered to take a positicxi at the 
Point of Fwk, where were deposited some mili- 
tary stores. General WeedcMi was requested to 
collect a force near Fredericksburg, for the pur- 
pose of protecting an important manu&ctory of 
arms at Falmouth. In additicm to these different 
forces, general Wayne* was on his way to Vir- 

• Note VI. Appendix. 
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ginia, with a detachment from the northern army 
of about nine hundred men. The strength of the 
enemy was however too great for aiiy force Vir- 
ginia could bring into the field, and her fete, as 
far as superior numbers and discipline could in- 
fluence it, seemed now to be decided. 

Comwallis, after resting four days in Peters- 
burg, proceeded 4own the south side of Appa- 
mattox and James river until he came opposite 
Westover, where he determined to cross. La 
Fayette, informed of the enemy's movement, 
left his encampment below Richmond and re- 
treated behind the Chickahomoi^ river, keep, 
ing the direction towards Fredericksburg. The 
enemy pursued him across that stream, anxious 
to bring him to battle before his junction with 
Wayne. La Fayette however escaped the im- 
pending blow, and hastening across the Pa- 
munky and Mattapony, the confluence of whose 
streams form York river, he endeavourtd to 
gain the road on which Wayne was approach^ 
ing. The British commander, Ming in his pro-^ 
ject of bringing the marquis to batde, thought 
proper to change his course, and determined 



d by Google 



208 

to penetrate with lus detachments die intmor of 
the state. Lieutenant ccdonel Simcoe was direct- 
ed to attack baron Steuben s^ Fomt of F(H*k,^ 
wd destroy the stones at that place; while co- 
lonel Tarleton advanced to Charlottesville, where 
the general assembly was then ccxivened. 

Shncoe' succeeded in driving Steuben from 
his post, and destroying the magazines under 
his protection; while Ta'leton pushed on to 
Gbarlottesville, ^agcr to add to his numerous 
exploits the eapture of a corps of ri^ubfican 
legidatori* His approach however was dksco^ 
vered by the assembly i» time tor the idembeni 
to make theif escape. Mr^ Jefferscm, the gover-* 
nor, on heanng of their approadi sought an^ 
asylum in the wilds of the mountmn adjactot tor 
his house* 

After destroying some military stores, which 
hod been (kfKisited in Charlottesville as a place 
of safety, Tarieton proceeded down the Rivan- 
nah, towards the Fomt of Fork, near to whidi 
Comwallis had arrived with the main body of 

* A point of bnd formed by the junction of the iUnuK 
nah and Fluvannah rivers. 
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the army. Uniting with hb army the difierent 
detachments, the British commander marched 
to Richmond, which he entered on the 16di of 
June. Metowhile La Fayette had formed a junc- 
ticHi with Wayne, and was watching with a 
cautious eye the movements of the foe. 

After halting a few days in Richmond, Com^ 
wallis resumed his march towards the coast, and 
on the 25th of the month arrived in Williams- 
burg, while the marquis, with a force of between 
four and five thousand men, followed close on 
his rear. From that place the Bfitish commander 
detached colonel Simcoe to the Chickahomony, 
for the purpose of destroying ^me boats and 
stores in that river. Colonel Butler, with a de- 
tachment from the American camp, was imme- 
diatety sent against this party, and a severe con- 
flict ensued in which each side claimed the 
victory. 

After remaining about a week in Williams- 
burg the British commander prepared to cross 
the river, and selected James cky island as thcf 
nost eli^ble place to eflfect a passage. In the 
mean time La F^etfb and the intrepid general 
S2 
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Wdyn6 pressed close on his rear, with a view to 
strike as soon as the enemy should be weakened 
by the van having crossed the river. Under a 
mistaken belief that the separation of the ene- 
my's force had actually taken place, an attack 
was made on the whole strength of the l^itisfa 
army drawn up in order of battle. The approach 
of night saved the American army, who eflfect* 
ed a retreat after losing, in killed, wounded and 
prisoners, upwards of a hundred men. 

From a belief that a grand attack was intend- 
ed on New York by the combined army, sir H* 
Qinton had ordered Comwallis to take a posi- 
.tion near Portsmouth or Williamsburg, on tide 
water, with a view to fecilitate the transportation 
6f his forces to New York, or such aid as might 
be deemed necessary. In obedience to this com* 
mand, Comwallis selected York and Gloucester 
as the most eligible situation, where he imme- 
diately concentrated his arqiy. The bold and 
discerning mind of Wasfaangt&i»^o<xi formed a 
plan to strike^ his lordship while encamped Bt 
Yoric — ^ plan no less wisely demised thaiJrwe- 
cessMy OLecuted. The*arnval of Ac Frei^ 
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fle^ in the Che^peake at this junotuie coiitri« 
buted essentially to the cdmi^^on of bis de« 
signs. Count De Grasse, on ot^aining intelli- 
gence from La Fayette of the situation of the 
enemy, immediately detached fi3ur ships of the 
line to Uock up York riven Washington, fear* 
ful that Comwallis might attempt to rdtreat to 
the south, sent orders to La Fayette to take 
eflfective measures to prevent his escape; and 
also wrote to Mr. Jefferson, who was still go# 
vemor c£ Virginia, urging him to yield every 
aid which his situation could afford, and which 
the importance of the object required. 

On the 14th of September general Washing, 
ton arrived in Williamsburg, which was now 
the head-quarters of La Fayette, and proceed- 
ing to Hampton, the plan of siege was concert- 
ed with the count De Grasse. 

About the 25th of the month the troops from 
the north arrived and formed a junction with 
those under De la Fayette. The whole regular 
force thus combined, consisted of about twelve 
thousand men* In additiop to these there was a 
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body of Vir^nia militia un^ the command of 
tiie totve and patriotic general Nelson. 

The trenches were opened by the combined 
forces cm the 6th of October, at the distance of 
six hundred yards from the enemy's works. On 
the 1 9th the posts of York and Gloucester were 
surrendered to the combined forces of America 
and France. 

The M of Comwallis Idd prostrate the hopes 
of the British ministry, and cheered the war» 
worn soldier with tiie prospect of a spetdy 
peace. 
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No. I. 

. Nathaniel bacon, an insurgent in Vir. 
ginia, was educated at the inns of court in £ng. 
land, and after his arrival in this country was 
chosen a member of council. He was a young 
man of fine aecomplishments, of an interesting 
countenance, and of impressive eloquence. The 
trade with the Indians in 1676 being somewhat 
interrupted, the people complained, and were 
disposed to throw the blame on the govern* 
ment. These murmurings were echoed by Ba- 
con, and while he complimented the people for 
their discernment of the causes of their troubles, 
he suggested that better measures might be 
adopted, and that he could open again the ave- 
nues of trade. He proposed to lead them against 
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the Indians. The ears of the multitude were 
soothed by his promises and delighted with his 
oratory, and they unanimously elected him their 
general. American Biography. 



No. II. 
Edmund Andros, governor of New Eng* 
land, had some command in New York in 1672^ 
and in 1674 was appointed governor of diat 
province. He continued in this office untill682, 
exhibiting in his government but little of that 
tyrannical disposition which he afterwards dis- 
played. He arrived at Boston, December 20th 
1686, with a commission from king James for 
the government of New England. He made 
high professions of regard to the public good, 
directed the judges to administer justice accord- 
ing to the custom of the place, ordered the 
established rules with respect to taxes and rates 
to be observed, and declared that all the colonial 
laws, not inconsistent with his commission, 
should remain in fall force. By these profes- 
rions he calmed the apprehensions which had 
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sigitated the minds of many; but it was not long 
before the monster stood forth in his pr(^)er 
shape. 

Andros' administration was most oppressive 
and tyrannical. The press was restrained, exor* 
bitant taxes were levied, and the congregational 
ministers were threatened to be deprived of their 
support for nonconformity. Sir Edmund, know, 
ing that his royal master was making great pro- 
gress towards despotism in England, was very- 
willing to keep equal pace in his less important 
government. It was pretended, that all titles to 
land were destroyed, and the farmers were 
obliged to take new patents for which they 
paid large fees. He prohibited marriage, except 
the parties entered into bonds with sureties, to 
be fcnfeited in case there should afterwards 
appear to have been any lawful impediment. 
There was at this time but one episcopal cler- 
gyman in the country; but sir Edmund indulged 
the hope of receiving a supply; and he wrote to 
the bishop of London, intimating for the en- 
couragement of those who might be persuaded 
tp come to this country, that in future no mar- 
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riage should be deemed hwfiil, unless celebrated 
by ministers of the church of England. With 
four or five ofhis council he laid what taxes he 
thought proper. The fees of g&cg w^re raised 
to a most excK'bitant height. The whole of Ihs 
proceedings were such as to show that he was 
perfectly disposed to follow all the capricious 
and arbitrary measures of his weak and bigoted 
master, king James IL At length the i^irit of 
the pec^le could no longer brook submission. 
Havii^ sought in the wilds of America die se» 
cure enjoyment of that civil and religious liberty, 
of which they had been unjustly deprived in 
En^and, they were not disposed to see their 
dearest rights wrested from them without a 
struggle to retain them. Animated with the 
love of liberty, they were also resolute and 
courageous in its defence. They had for several 
years sufiered the impositions of a tyrannical 
administration, and the disa&cdon and indigna- 
tion which had \?ecn gathering during diis pe- 
riod, were blown into a flame by the report of 
an intended massacre by the governor's guards. 
On the morning of the 18tb of April, 1689> tlK; 
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inhabitants of Boston took up arms, the people 
poured in firom the country, and the governor, 
with such of the council as had been most ac- 
tive, and other obnoxious persons, about fifty 
in number, were seized and confined. The old 
magistrates were restored, and the next month 
the joyful news of the revolution in England 
reached this country, and quieted all apprehen- 
sions for the consequences of what had been 
dorie. After having been kept at the castle till 
February following, sir Edmund was sent to 
England for trial. The general court about the 
^ame time despatched a committee of several 
gentlemen to London, to substantiate the charts 
against him. 

The government was reduced to a most per- 
plexing dilemma. If they condemned sir Ed- 
mund's administration, the sentence might be 
drawn into a precedent, and they might seem 
to encourage insurrection and rebellion in future 
pleriods, when circumstances did not render so 
desperate an expedient necessary- On the other 
hand, if they should approve of the administra- 
tion of Andros and censure the proceedings of 
the colonists, it would imply a reprobation of 
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the veiy measure which had been pursued in 
bringing about the revolution in England. It 
M'as therefore considered prudent to dismbs Ae 
business without coining to a final deci^on« 
The people were accordingly left in the full en* 
joyment of, their freedom, and sir Edmund, in 
public estimation guilty, escaped without cen- 
sure. 

In 1692 he was appointed govemw of Vir- 
ginia,^ as successor to lord Effingham. This 
event was very surprising, and it was account- 
ed for only on the supposition that the English 
ministry was composed of tories. He is not» 
however, represented as a bad governor in Vir- 
ginia. He died in London, February 1714, at a 
very advanced age. American Biography. 



No. IIL 
A declaration of rights made by the repre- 
sentatives of the gpod people of Virgkiia, as* 
sembled in full and free conventi<Hi; which rights 
do pertain to them and their posterity/ as the 
basis and foundation of government. 
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I. Thut all men are by nature equally free 
and independent, and have certain inherent 
rights, of which when they enter into a state of 
society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive 
or divest their posterity; namely, the enjoy- 
ment of life and liberty, with the means of ac- 
quiring and possessing property, and pursuing 
happiness and safety. 

II. That all power is vested in, and conse- 
quently derived from, the people; that magis* 
trates are their trustees and servants, and at all, 
times amenable to them. 

IIL That government is, or ought to be, in- 
stituted for the common benefit^ protection and 
security of the people, nation, or community. 
Of all the various modes and forms of govern- 
ment, that is best which is capable of producing 
the greatest degree of happiness and safety, 
and is most effectually secured against the dan- 
ger of maUadministration; and that when any 
government shall be found inadequate or con- ' 
trary to these purposes, a majority of the com- 
munity hath an indubitable, unalienable and 
indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, 
T2 
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in such maimer as shall be judged mo^ condu- 
cive to the public we^. 

I V. That no msm or set of men are entitled 
to exclusive or separate emoluments or privi- 
leges from ,the community, but in consideration 
of public servicesi which not being descendable, 
neither ought the offices of magbtrate, legislator 
or judge be herediiar5% 

V. That the legislative and executive powers 
of the state should be distinct from the judiciary; 
5nd that the members of the two first may be 
restrained from oppression, by feeling and parti- 
cipating the burthens of the pe(^le, they should^ 
at fixed periods, be reduced to a private staticm,' 
return into that body from which they were 
originaUy taken^ and the vacancies be supplied 
by fi^uent, certain, and regular elections, in 
wluch all, or any part of the former members, 
to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws 
shall direct. 

VL That elections of members to serve as re- 
presentatives of the peo[de, in assembly, ought 
tp be free; and that all men, having sufficient evi* 
jfuce of permanent commoa interest wkh, and 
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attachmait to, the commumi^, have the riglit' 
of suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of 
thdr property for public uses, wtdM>ut their own 
consent, or that of thdr representatives so elect- 
ed, nor bound by any law to which they have 
not, in l^Le manner, assented, for the puUic 
good. 

VII. That all power of suspen<fing laws, or 
the execution of laws, by any authority, without 
the consent of the representatives of the pecqde, 
is injuiious to their rights, and ought not to be 
exercised. 

VIII. That in all capital or criminal prosecu* 
ttons, a man hath a right to demand the cause 
and nature of his accusaticHi, to be confronted 
with die accusers and witnesses, to call for evi^ * 
dence in his £ivour, and to a speedy trial by an 
impartial jury of his vicinage, without whose 
unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty^ 
nor can he be compelled to give evidence 
against himself; that no man be depirived of his 
liber^ except by the kw of the land^ or She 
judgment of his peers. \ 

IX. That excessive bail ought not to be re* 
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quiredy nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted. 

X. That general warrants, whereby an officer 
(H- messenger may be commanded to search 
suspected places without, evidence of a fact 
committed, or to seize any person or persons 
not named, or whose offence is not particularly 
described and supported by evidence, are griev- 
ous and o[^rcssive, and ought not to be granted. 

XI. , That in controversies respecting pro- 
perty, and in suits between man and man, the 
ancient trial by jury is preferable to any other, 
and ought to be held sacred. 

XII. That the freedom of the press is oi^ of 
the greatest bulwarks of liberty, and can never 
beiestrained but by despotic governments. 

XIII. That a well regulated militia, com- 
posed of the body of the people, trained to 
arms, is the proper, natural and safe defence of 
a free state; that standing armies in time of 
peace should be avoided, as dangerous to li- 
berty; and that in all 'cases the military should 
be under strict subordination to, and governed 
by, the civil power. 



d by Google 



225 

XIV. That the peof^ have a right to uni- 
form government; and therefore, that no go- 
vernment separate from, or independent of, the 
government of Virginia, ou^t to be erected or 
established within the limits thereof. 

XV. That no free government, or the bles- 
sing of liberty, can be preserved to any people 
but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, 
temperance, fixigality, and virtue, and by fre- 
quent recurrence to fundamental principles. 

XVI. That religion, or the duty we owe to 
our Creator, and the manner of dischar^ng it, 
can be directed only by reason and conviction, 
not by fOTce and vidence; and therefore all men 
are equally entitled to the free exercise of reli- 
gion, according to the dictates of conscience; 
aiKl that it is the mutual duty of all to practice 
christian forbearance, love, and charity towards 
«ach other, • 
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CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA. 

The Constitution^ or Form of Government^ 
agreed to and resolved upon by the Delegates 
and Representatives of the several Counties 
and Corporations of Virginia^ in a General 
Convention held at WilUamsburgj on the 6th 
of May f and continued by adjournments to the 
5th of July, 1776. 

W£, the delegates aiid repreaentatives of the 
good people of Vifginiay do declare tliie fiititse 
form of government of Virgima, to be ^ ltd- 
loweth:-— 

The le^slatiw, ejcecuixvei and judiciary de« 
partments, irfialL4)e separate and disttuct, so that 
neither exercise the powers properly bdoi^g^ng 
to the other; nor sbdl any person exercise the 
powers of more than one of them at the san^ 
time, except that the justices of the coun^ 
courts shall be eligible to either house c^ the 
assembly. 
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The legislative shall be £3rmed of two dis. 
tinct branches, who, together, shall be a com- 
plete legislature. They shall meet once, or 
ofiener, every year, and shall be called, the 
general assembly of Virginia. One of these shall 
be called, the house of Delegates, and consist 
of two representatives, to be chosen for each 
county, and for the distnbt of West-Augusta, 
annually, of such men as actually reside in, and 
are freeholders of the same, or duly qualified, 
according to law, and also of one delegate or 
representative, to be chosen annually fi3r the 
city of Williamsburg, and one for the borough 
of Norfolk, and a representative for each of 
such other cities and boroughs, as may here- 
after be allowed particular representation by the 
legislature; but whe» any city or borough diall 
so decrease, as that the number of persons, 
having right c^ stidS:age therein shall have been, 
for the space of seven ye«^ successively, less 
than bdf the number of voters in some one 
coim^ in Virginia, such city or borough 
thenceforward shall cease to send a delegate or 
representative to the assembly. 
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The other «hall be called the Senatw, mi 
eonsist of twenty-four members, of whom thir- 
teen shall constitute a house to proceed on busi- 
ness; for whose election, the different counties 
shall be divided into twenty-four districts; and 
each county of the respective district at the time 
of the election of its delegates, shall vote for 
one senator, who is actually a resident and free- 
holder within the district, or duly qualified ac- 
cording to law, and is upwards of twenty -five 
years of age; and the sheriffs of each county, 
within five days at ferthcst, after the last county 
election in the district, shall meet at some con- 
venient place, and from the poll so taken in 
their respective counties, return as a senator, 
the man who shall have the greatest number of 
votes in the whole district. To keep up this as- 
sembly by rotation, the districts shall be equally- 
divided into four classes, and numbered by lot. 
At the end of one year, after the general elec- 
tion, the six members, elected by the first divi- 
sion, shall be displaced, and the vacancies 
thereby occasioned, supplied from such classes 
pr division, by new election, in the manner 
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aforesaid. This rotation shall be applied to each 
division, according to its number, and conti* 
nued in due order annually. 

The right of suffrage in the election of mem- 
bers £3r both houses, shall remain jsls exercised 
at present; and each house shall choose, its own 
speaker, appoint its own officers, settle its o\^n 
rules of proceeding, and direct writs of election, 
for the supplying intermediate vacancies* 

AU laws shall originate in tlie house of dele, 
gates, to be approved of or rejected by the sen- 
ate, or to be amended, with consent of the house 
of delegates; except money bills, which in no 
instance shall be altered by the senate, but 
wholly approved or rejected. 

A governor, or chief magistrate, sh^l be 
chosen annually by joint ballot of both houses 
(to be taken in each house respectively) depo- 
sited in the conference-room; the boxes examin- 
ed jointly by a committee of each house, and the 
numbers sever^y reported to them, that the j^ 
pointments may be entered (which ^hall be the 
mode of taking the joint ballot qf both houses in 
all cases) who shall ^not continue iti that office 
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k^a^r than tliree years successively^ nor be eligi^ 
bie untii tl^ expiration of four years after he i^iail 
have been out of that office. An adequate, bi^ 
moderate salaryi shall be settled on him, during 
Us continuance in office: and he shall, with tl^ 
advice (^ a council of state, exercise ^execu« 
•tivc powers of government, accc^ding to th^ 
laws of thb commonwealth; and shaU not, un- 
der any pretenoe, exercise any power or prere- 
^tive, by virtue of any law, statute^ or custona 
of England. But he diall, with Ae advice of thp 
council of state, iKive the power of granting Fe- 
prieves or pardons^ excejH whci^ the prosecur 
tion shaU have been carried on by the hou$^ of 
delegates, or the law skdl otherwise particubrfy^ 
direct; in which cases, no reprieve or pardon 
^all be granted, but by resolve of tte house of 
dftJ^tes. 

Either house of tlie general assMaipfy may 
adjourn diemselves rei^pectively. The goiva-oor 
sh^ not prof ogue or adjourn tl^ s^semUy dur- 
ing their sitt^, i^ dissdve them at any time; 
but he sh^, if nec^sary, either by advice of 
tl^ council of ataie» or 01^ appKcation of » 



d by Google 



231 

rity of the house of delegates, call them befwc 
the time to which they shall stand prorogued or 
adjourned. 

A privy council, of council of state, conskt- 
ing of eight members, shaH be chosen by joint 
ballot of both houses of assemUy, eititer from 
.dseir own members, or the people at large, to 
assist in the administration of gorernment. They 
shall annually choose, out of their own mem- 
bers, a {^resident, who, ia case ef death, inabi- 
fity, or absence of the gov^TUH* from the go- 
Temment) shall act as lieutenant-govern(»'. Four 
members shall be sufficient to act, and their 
a(dvice and proceedings shall be entered on re- 
cord, and signed by the members present (to 
any part whereof, any member may enter his 
dissent) to be laid before the general assembfy', 
when called for by them. This council may ap- 
point tbeir own clerk, who shMI have a salary 
settled by law, and take an oath of secrecy, in 
such matters as he shall be directed by the 
to^rd to conceal, A sum of money, appropriat- 
ed to that purpose, shall be divided sumttally 
atlaong the members, in prqx)rtioa to tiicir at- 
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tendance; and they shall be incapable, during 
tlieir continuance in office, of sitting in either 
house of assembly. Two members shall be re- 
moved, by joint ballot of both houses of assem* 
bly, at the end of every three years, and be 
ineligible for the three next years. These va- 
cancies, as well as those occasioned by death or 
incapacity, shall be supplied by new elections, 
in the same manner. 

The delegates for Virginia to the ccHitinental 
congress shall be chosen annually, or superseded 
in the mean time, by joint ballot of both housea 
of assembly. 

The present militia officers shall be continued, 
and vacancies supplied, by appointment of the 
governor, with the advice of the privy council, 
on recommendations from the respective county 
courts; but the governor and council shall have 
a power of suspending any officer, and ordering 
a court martkl, on complaint of misbehaviour 
or inability, or to supply vacancies of officers, 
happening \dien in actual service. 

The governor may embody the militia with the 
advice of the privy council; and Mrhen embodied 
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^1^ alcme have the dh^ctioi^ pf the mifitiA^ un- 
der the laws of the country. 

The two houses of assembly shall, by joint 
ballot) appoint judges of die supreme court of 
appeals, and general court judges in c^tancery^ 
ju^es of admiralty, secretary, and the attorney 
g^ieral, to be commissicmed by the governor^ 
and continue in office during good behaviour. 
In case of death, incapacity, or resignation, the 
governor, with the advice of the privy council^ 
shall appoint persons to succeed in office, to be 
ap^oved or displaced by both houses. These 
racers i^iall have fixed and adequate salaries^ 
and, together with all others, holding kicn^ve 
o^es, and all ministers of the gospel, of every 
denmnination, be incapable of being elected 
members of either house of assonbly or the 
privy council. 

The governor, vnth the advice of the pmj 
couneil, sdiall aj^oint justices of the peaee tot 
the counties: and in case of vaeancks, 6r li 
necessity of increa^g the number hereafter^ 
Mich a{^intments to be made upcm the recoflft^ 
mfindalimi of the reactive eounty courts. Tte 
U2 
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present acting secretary in Virginia, and c\&ks 
of the county courts, shall continue in office, bi 
case of vacancies, either by death, incapacity, 
or resignation, a secretary shall be appointed, ^ 
before directed: and the clerks, by the respec- 
tive courts. The present and future clerks shall 
hold their offices during good behaviour, to be 
judged of, and determined in the general court. 
The ^rii& and coroners shall be nominated by 
the respective courts, approved by the gover- 
nor,, with tte advice of the privy council, and 
commis^oi^ by the governor. The justices 
shall appoint constables; and all fees of the 
aforesaid officers be regulated by law. 

The governor, when he is out of office, and 
othiers, offending f^ainst the state, eidier by 
mal-administration, corruption, or other means, 
by which the safety of the state may be end^i- 
gered, shaH be impeachable by the house of 
delegates. Such impeachment to be prosecuted 
by the attorney general, or such other pers^ji^r 
persons as the house may appoint, in the geiu^ 
ral court, according to the laws of the Imid* If 
found guihy, be or they shall be fmeverdis- 
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abled to hold any office under government, or 
be removed from such office pro tempore^ or 
subjected to such pains or penalties, as the laws 
shall direct. 

If all or any of the judges of the general court 
.should, on good grounds (to be judged of by 
the house of delegates) be accused of any of the 
. crimes or offences above mentioned, such house 
of delegates may in like manner, impeach the 
judge or judges so accused, to be prosecuted in 
the court of appeals; and he or tliey, if found 
guilty, shall be punished in the same manner as 
is prescribed in the preceding clause. 

Commissions and grants shall run, "/n tAe 
rmme of the commonv^alth of Virginiaj*^ and 
bear test by the governor, with the seal of the 
commonwealth annexed. Writs shall run in the 
same manner, and bear test by the clerks of 
the several courts. Indictments shall conclude, 
** agaimt the peace and dignity of the common^ 
wealth.^^ 

A treasurer shall be appointed annually, Jby 

joint ballot of botfi houses. ^ , * 

All escheats/ penalties, wA forfeitures, here- 
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tofore going to the king, shall go to the a»n- 
monwealth, save only such as the legislature 
may abolish, or otherwise provide for. 

The territories, contained within the charters, 
erecting the colonies of Maryland, Pennsylva- 
nia, North and South Carolina, are hereby ceded, 
released, and Ibrcvef confirmed to the people of 
these colonies respectively, with all t- it rights of 
property, jurisdicticHi, and government, and all 
other rights whatsoever, which might, at any 
tMoae heretofore, have been claimed by Virginia^ 
except the free navigation and use of the rivers 
Potomaque and Pokomoke, with the property 
of vthe Virginia shores and strands, bordering on 
either of the said rivers, and all improvements, 
which have been or shall be made thereon. The 
western and niMthem extent of Vir^oiia dball, 
ia all odier respects, stsmd, as fixed by the 
charter of lung James L in the year oae thou* 
sand stt hundred doaA nine, and by the public 
treaty of peace, between the courts of Blitaifii 
and France in Ae year one Aouaand seven 
hundred and sixty-three; unlj|^ by act of this 
tegniatiire, ^ or B»re gavenamei^ be em^ 
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bUshed westward of the Alleghany mountains.^ 
And no purchases of lands shall be made of the 
Indian natives, but on behall^f the public, by 
authority of the general assembly. 



No. IV. 

John Bartram, an ehiinent botanist^ was 
bom near the village of Darby in Chester coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, in the year 1701. His grand- 
father of the same name, accompanied WHliam 
Penn to this country in the year 1682. 

This self-taught genius early discovered an 
ardent desire for the acquisition of knowledge, 
especially in the science of botany; but the in- 
fant state of the colony placed great obstacles in 
his way. He however surmounted them by in- 
tense application and the resources of his mind. 
By the assistance of respectable characters he 
obtained the rudiments of the learned languages, 
which he studied with extraordinary success. 
He acquired so much knowledge of medicine 
and surgery, as to administer great assistance to 
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tbe indigent and <&»tressed in his neighbour* 
hood. He cultivated a brm v& ^ means of si^* 
porting a Ijffgc fionHy; but whSc laboriously 
employed in rural.ai^ieations, he was ^U pudiw 
ing his inquiries into the operations of nature. 

Mr. Bartram was the first American who 
conceived and carried into effect the design oi a 
botanic garden, for the cultivation of American 
plants as well 2^ exotics. He jHirchased a^ eli* 
^ble situation oh the banks of the river Schuyl* 
ktU, abcmt five miles fix>m Phikde^lua, whofc 
he laid out with his own hands a lai^ gsud^tu 
He furnished it with a variety of the most rare 
and beautiful vegetables, collected in his excur- 
sions from Canada to Florida. These excursions 
were principally made in autumn, when his pi^e- 
s<»ice at home was least demanded by Ms agri- 
cultural pursuits. His devoticMi to the science of 
botany was such, that at the age of seventy he 
made a journey into East Florida to explore its 
natural productions. 

His travels among tlie Indians were frequently 
a;ttended with danger and difficulty. By his 
means the gardens in Europe were enriched 
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with elegant fiowering shrubs, and pbnt$ and 
trees collected m different p«is of pur country, 
from the shore of Lake Ontario to the source 
of the river St. Jusai. Such was bis proficiency 
in his &vmirite pursuit, that Linnaeus pro* 
nounced him ** the greatest natural botanist in 
the world.*' 

Mr. Bartrani^'s eminence in natural history 
attrs^ttd the esteem of the most distinguised 
men in America and Europe, and he corres- 
ponded witfi many o£ them. By means of the 
fiiaKlship of sir H^is l^oane, Mr. Catesby, and 
Br. Hill) Linnseus and others, he was furnished 
with books and apparatus which he much need- 
ed, and which greatly lessened the difficulties of 
his situation. He ki turn sent tii^m what was 
new and curious in the productions of America. 
He was elected a member of several of the most 
eminent societies and academies abroad, and 
was at length appointed American botanist to 
his Britannic majesty George IH., in which ap- 
pointment he continued till his decease in Sep.. 
tember 1777, in the seventy.sixth year of his 
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IVf r; Bartram was an ingenious mechmiic. The 
house in which he livedo he built himself he 
was often his own mason, carpenter, bladcsmith, 
&c., and generally made his own farming uten- 
sils. His stature was rather above the middle 
size; his body was erect and slender; his com- 
plexion was sandy; his countenance was cheo*- 
fttl, though there was a solemnity iti his ab*. 
His gentie manners corresponded with bis amm- 
ble disposition. He was modest, liberal, chaiita- 
ble, a friend to social order, and an advocate 
kxr the abdition of slavery. He gave freedom 
to a young African whom he had brought up, 
but who in gratitude to his master ccmlin^ied in 
his service. Though temperate^ he kept a j^en- 
tiful taUe; and annually on new year's day, he 
made an entertainment, consecrated to friend- 
ship and philosophy. He was bom and educated 
in the society of friends. Tl» following distich 
was engraved by himself, on a stone in the wall, 
over the fix>nt windcwv of hb own apartment: 

'Tis God alone the Almighty Lord, 
The Holy One, by me adored. 

John Bartram, 17 fO^ 
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He left several children. John, his yoiKigest so% 
succeeded him as proprietor of his botanic gar- 
den; but it is now chiefly under the superinten- 
dance of another son, Mr* Wiltiam Bartram, 
who accompanied hk &ther in many c^ his bo- 
tanical tours, and who is well known by his 
bode, entitled " Travels through North and 
South Carolina, East and West Florida,*' &c., 
published in the year 1791. 

Several of Mr. Bartram's communications in 
zoology vi^re published in the Philosophical 
Transactions, between the years 1743 and' 
1749. He published observations on the inha- 
bitants, climate, soil, &c., made in his travels 
fiom Pennsylyvaniato Onandago, London 1751. 

American Biography. 



NckV. 
Frederick William, baron de Steu- 
ben, a major-general in the American army, 
was a Prussian officer who served many years 
in tfa« armies of the great Frederick, was one 

X 
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of his aids, and had held the rank of lieutenant- 
general. He arrived in New Hampdiire .from 
Marseilles, in November 1777, with strong re- 
commendations to congress. He claimed no 
rank, and only requested permbsion to render 
as a volunteer what services he could to the 
American army. He was soon ^pointed to the 
office of inspector-general, with the rank of 
major-general. He established an uniform s}'9- 
t^m of manoeuvres, and by his skill and per^- 
vering industry eflfected, during the continuance 
of the troops at Valley Forge, a most important 
improvement in all ranks of the army. He was 
a volunteer in the action at Monmouth, and 
commanded in the trenches of Yorktown on 
the day which concluded the struggle widi 
Great Britain. He died at Steuben villc, New 
York, November 28th, 1794,- aged sixty-one . 
years. He was an accomplished gentleman and 
a virtuous citizen; of extensive knowledge wad 
sound judgment. An abstract of his system of 
discipline was published in the year 1779, mmI 
in 1784, he published a letter on the subject 
of an established militia and militaiy arrange* 
tnents. American Biography. 
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No. VL 
Anthony Wayne, major-general in the 
army of the United States, was born in Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, in the year 1745. In 
1773 he was appointed a representative to the 
general assembly, where, in conjunction with 
John Dickinson, Thomas Mifflin, Charles 
Thompson, and other gentlemen, he took an 
active part in opposition to the claims of Great 
Britain. In the year 1775 he quitted the coun- 
cils of his country for a command in her army, 
wluch he entered as a colonel, and at the close 
of the year accompanied general Thomson to 
Canada. When this officer was defeated in his 
enteiprise against the Three Rivers in June 
1776, and taken prisoner, he himself received a 
flesh wound in die leg. His exertions were use- 
fiil in the retreat. In the same year he served at 
Ticonderoga under general Grates, by whom he 
was esteemed both for his courage and military 
talents, and for his skill as an engineer. At the 
close of the ca^ipaiga he was made a brigadier- 
general. In the campaign of 1777, in the mid- 
dle stat^, he took a very active part. In the 
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battle of Brandy wine he dtstingui^d himseif, 
diough he was a few days afterwards surprised 
and defeated by iiu^<Qrtgeneral Grey. He foi^hC 
ateo in the batde of Germantown, as well as in 
the battle of Monmouth in June 1778. In his 
most darii^ and successful assaah upon Stc»iey 
Pointy in July 1779, while he was rushing for* 
w«rd with tis men under a tremendous fife of 
mu^try and grapeshot, determined to earrjr 
ihe works at tbe point of the bayonet, he waft 
struck fay a musket ball up(Hi bis head. He was 
fbt a moment stunned; but as soon as he wa^ 
able to rise so as to sup^Kirt bimsdf on one 
.knee, believing tlmt his wound was mortal, he 
cried to one of his aids, ** Carry me fons^ard, 
^d let me die in the fort.'* When he entered it 
he gave orders to stop Uie effusion of blood. In 
the year 1781 he wte ordered to march with the 
Pennsylvania line from the northward, and form 
a junction with La Fayette in Virginia. On the 
6th of July, after receiving information that the 
main body of the enemy under Cornwallis had^ 
crossed James river, he pressed forward with 
eight hundred men to attack the rear-guard. 
But to his utter astonishment, when he reached 
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the place, be found the whole British army^ con- 
sisting of four thousand men, drawn up ready 
to receive him. At this moment he conceived 
(^ but one way to escape. He rushed towards 
tiie enemy until he came within twenty-five 
yards, when he commenced a gallant attack, 
which he supported for a few minutes, and then 
retreated with the utmost expedition. The Bri* 
tish general was confounded by this movement, 
and appprehensive of an ambuscade from La 
Fayette, would not allow of a pursuit. After the 
capture of Cornwallis, he was sent to conduct 
the war in Georgia, where with equal success 
he contended with British soldiers, Indian sa- 
vages, and American traitors. As a reward for 
his services the legislature of Georgia presented 
him with a valuable farm. At the conclusion of 
the war he retired to private life. In the year 
1787 he was a member of the Pennsylvania con- 
vention, which ratified the constitution of the 
United States* In 1792 he succeeded general 
St. Clair in the command of the army to be 
employed against the Indians. In the battle of 
die Miamas, August 20th, 1794, he gained a 
X2 
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eomplete victory over the eiiemy; and after* 
wards desolated their country. On the 3d of 
August, 1795, he concludtd a treaty uith the 
hostile Indians north-west of the Ohio. White 
in the service of his country be died in a hut at 
Presque Isle, aged about fifty-one years, and 
ieas buried on the shore of Lake Erie. 

American Bivgrapky. 



No. VII. 
Lord Jeffrey Amh:erst, commander id 
chief of the British army at the conquest of 
Canada in the year 1760, was bom in Kent, 
England, January 29th, 1717. Having early dis- 
covered a predilection for a military life, he re- 
ceived his first commission in the year 1731, 
and was aid-de-camp to general Ligonier in 
i741, in which character he was in the battles 
of Dettengin, Fontenoy, and Rocoux. He was 
afterwards aidde*camp to his royal highness, 
fte duke of Cumberland, at the battle of Lift 
Ibldt. In the year 1758 he received <ntlers t<:> 
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return to England, being appointed for the 
American service. He sailed from Portsniouth^ 
March 16th, -as a major-general, having the. 
command of the troops destined for the siege 
of Louisburg. On the 26th of July following 
he captured the place, and without farther diffi* 
culty took possession of the island of Cape Bre- 
ton. After this event he succeeded Abercrombie 
in the command of the army in North America* 
In the year 1759, the vast design of the entire 
conquest of Canada was formed. Three armies 
were to attack, at near the same time, all the 
srtrong holds of the French in that country. 
Ttey were commanded by Wolfe, Amherst, 
and Prideaux. General Amherst in the spring 
transfeired his head-quarters from New York 
to Albany; but it was not tilt the 22d of July that 
he reached Ticonderoga, against which place 
he was to act. On the 27th this place fell into 
his liands, the enemy having deserted it. He 
next took Crown Pcnnt, and put his troops ia 
winter quarters about the last of October. In 
ih^ jrear 1760 he advanced agamst Canada, erar- 
barking on Lake Ontario, and proceeding down 
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the St. Lawrence. On the 8th of September 
M. de Vandreuil capitulated, surrendering Mcmi- 
treal and all x)ther places within the govemmeixt 
of Canada* He continued in the command hk 
America till the latter end of 176ci, when he re- 
turned to England. 

In the year 1771, sir Jeffrey Amherst was 
qiade governor of Guernsey, and in 1776 he 
was created baron Amherst of Holmsdale, in the 
county of Kent. In 1778 he had the command 
of the army in England. In 1782 he received 
the gold stick from the king; but on the change 
of the administration, the command of the army 
and the lieutenant-generalship of the ordnance 
were put into other hands. In 178T he received 
another patent of |)eerage, as baron Amherst 
of Montreal. On the 23d of January, 1793, he 
was again appointed to the command of the 
army in Great Britain; but on the 10th of Feb- 
ruary, 1795, tibis veteitin and very deserving 
officer was superceded by his royal highness 
the duke of York, the second son of the king^ 
who was only in the thirty-first year of his age, 
and had never seen any actual service. The 
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govemmefit upon this occasion, with a view to 
sooth the feelings oi the venerable general, of- 
ftfcd him an earldom, and the rank of Field 
Marshal, both of which he at that time rejected. 
The c^ce of Field Marsl^l, however, he ac- 
cepted on the 30th of July, 1796. He died at his 
«c« in Kent, August 3d, 1797, aged eighty- 
years. American Biography. 



N0.VIIL 
Samuel Arc A L, deputy governor of Virgi- 
Bia, came to that colony in the year 1609, to 
trade, and to fish fcMp sturgeon. The trade was 
ift viofation of the laws, but as the wine and 
provisions which he brought were much want- 
ed, his conduct was connived at, and he conti- 
nued to make voyages for his own advantage 
arid in the service of the colony. In the year 
161 ;i he arrived at the island now called Mount 
Desert, in the district of Maine, for the purpose 
of fishing, and having discovered a settlement 
of Ffendi, which was made two years before. 
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he immediately attacked it and took most of the 
settlers prisoners. Gilbert de Thet, a Jesuit fe- 
Aer, was killed in the engagement. This was the 
commencement of hostilities between the Fiendi 
and English colonists in America. Captain Ar- 
gal soon afterwards sailed from Virginia to 
Acadie, and destroyed the French settlements 
•f St. Croix and Port Royal. 

Hie pretext for this hostile expedition in 
lime of peace, was the encroachment of tbe 
French on the rights of the English, which 
were founded on the prior discovery of the 
jCabots. Argal on his return subdued tiie Dutdi 
settlements at Hudson's river. In the year 1614 
he went to England, and returned in 1617 as de- 
puty governor. On hb arrival he found the pub- 
Uc buildings at Jamestown fallen to decay, the 
market place and streets planted with tobacco^ 
and the people of the colony dispersed in places 
which they thought best adapted for the cukiv^i- 
tion of that pernicious weed. To restore pros- 
perity to the colony, Argal introduced some 
severe regulations. He prohibited all trade or 
familiarity with the Indians. Teaching them the 
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use. of arms was a crime' to be punished witH 
death. He ordered that all goods should be sold 
at an advance of twenty-five per cent., and fixed 
the price of tobacco at three shillmgs per pound. 
None could sell or buy it at a different price 
under the penalty of three years imprisonment 
No man was permitted to fire a gun before a 
new supply of ammunition, except in self de- 
fence, on pain of a year's slavery. Absence fix^m 
church on Sundays or holy days was punished 
by confinement for the night and one week's 
slavery to the colony, and on a repetition of the 
offence the punishment was increased. 

The rigorous execution of these laws ren- 
dered Argal odious to the colony, and the re- 
port of his tyranny and his depredations upon 
the revenues of the company reaching £ngland, 
it was determined to recal him. Lord De la War 
was despatched to Virginia, with directions to 
send the delinquent home to answer the charges 
brought against him; but as his lordship died 
on the passage, his letter of instructions fell into 
the hands of Argal. Perceiving fi-om it that the 
rich harvest which he was gathering would be 
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soon ended, he redoubled his industry. He mul- 
tj|>lied his acts of injustice, and before the ar- 
rival of a new governor in 1619, set sail in a 
vessel loaded with his eflfects. He w«© the part- 
ner in trade of the earl of Warwick, and by this 
connexion was enabled to defraud the compai^ 
of the restitution which they had a right to ex- 
pect. Nothing more of Argal is known, except 
that in the year 1620 he commanded a ship of 
w^r in an expedition against the Algerines, and 
tibat ki 1623 he was knighted by king James^ 

His character, like that of most who were 
concerned in the government of Virginia, is 
diflferently drawii; by some he is represented as 
a good mariner, a man of public spirit, active, 
industrious, careful to provide for the people, 
and' to keep them ccHistantly employed; and by 
others he is described as negl^ent of the public 
business, selfish, rapacious, passionate, arintrary 
and cruel; and hari^ng the colonists by every 
species of extortion ^^nd oppression. He was 
without question a man of talents and art, £br 
he so foiled and perplexed the compaay^ that 
they were never able to bring him to any ac- 
count or punishment. American Biography. 
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No. IX. 
William Berkeley, governor of Virginia, 
was bom of an ancient family near Lond(Mi, and 
\Ab educated at Merton college, Oxford, of 
fkich he was afterwards a fellow. He was ad« 
mittf^ master of arts in the year 1629. In 1630 
he travelled in different parts of Europe, He 
succeeded sir John Hervey in the government 
of Virginia, about the year 1639. This gentle^ 
man had conducted in so arbitrary a, manner^ 
that the inhabitants of Virginia seized him and 
sent him home a prisoner. King Charles re- 
stored him, but very soon afterwards recalled 
him^ and appointed in his stead a more just and 
worthy man, sir William Berkeley. On his ar- 
rival he found the country engaged in an Indian 
war, which much interrupted its prosperity. The 
war was occasioned by the encroachments of 
governor Hervey, in the grants of land which 
he had given. The natives had massacred about 
five hundred of the colonists, and were still car- 
rying on the work of destruction; but sir Wil- 
liam, with a party of horse, surprised the aged 
Opecb^canough, apd brought him prisoner to 
Y 
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Jamestown. The Indian emperor was a man 6i 
dignified sentiments. One day, when there was a 
large crowd in his room gazing at him, he called 
for the governor and said to him, " If k ^d 
been my fortune to have taken sir WilUflft 
Berkeley prisoner, I should have disdained to 
have made a show of him to my people.'* 
About a fortnight after he was taken, a brut^ 
jsoldier shot him through tl^ back, of which 
wound the old man soon died. A peace was 
soon afterwards made with the Indians. 

During the civil war in England, governor 
Berkeley took the side of the king, and Virginia 
was the last of the possessions of England which 
acknowledged the authority of Cromwell. Se- 
vere laws were made against the puritans, though 
there were none in the colony; commerce was 
interrupted, and the people were unable to sup- 
ply themselves with implements of agriculture. 
It was not till the year 1651, that Virgiiiia was 
subdued. The parliament had sent a fleet to re- 
duce Barbadoes, and from this place a small 
squadron was detached under the command erf 
captain Dennis. The Virginians, by the h^lp^f 
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some Dutch vessels which were then in thtf 
port, made such resistance that he was obliged 
to have recourse to other means besides force. 
He sent word to two of the members of tho 
council, that he had on board a valuable cargo 
belonging to them, which they must lose, if tha 
protector's authority was not immediately ac- 
knowledged. Such dissensions now took place, 
in the colony, that sir William and his friends 
were obliged to submit on the terms of a gene- 
ral pardon. He however remained in the colony, 
passing his time in retirement at his own plan- 
tation, and observing with satisfaction that thje 
paiiiament made moderate use of its success, 
and that none of the Virginia royalists were per- 
secuted for their resistance. 

After the death of governor Matthews, wlio 
was appointed by Cromwell, the people applied 
to sir William to resume the government; but 
he declined complying with their request, unless 
they would submit themselves again to the au« 
thority of the king. Upon their consenting to do 
this, he resumed his former authority in January 
1659; and king Charles IL was proclaimed ijn 
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Virginia before his restoration to the throne of 
England. The death of Cromwell, in the mean 
time, dissipated from tlie minds of the colonisCst 
the fear of the consequences of their boldness. 

After the restoration governor Berkeley t^- 
ccived a new commission, and was permitted to 
go to England and pay his respects to his 
majesty. During his absence, the deputy go* 
vernor whom he had apix)inted in obedicfice to 
his orders, cdlccted the laws into one body. ITie 
church of England was made the established re- 
ligion, parishes were regulated, and besides a 
mansion-house and glebe, a yearly stipend in to* 
bacco to the value of eighty pounds, was settled 
on the minister. In the year 1662 governor 
Berkeley returned to Virginia, and in the fol- 
lowing year the laws were enforced against the 
dissenters from the establishment, by which a 
number of them were driven from the colony. 

During Bacon's rebellion he exhibited a suit* 
able regard to the dignity of his station and a 
firm resolution to support his authority. Peace 
was afterwards preserved, not so much by the 
removal of grievances which awakened discon-^ 
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tent, as by the arrival of a regiment from Eng^^ 
land, which remained a long time in the country. 
In the year 1677, sir William was induced on 
account of his ill health to return to England, 
leaving colonel Jeffries deputy governor. He 
died soon after his arrival, and before he had 
seen the king, after an administration of near 
forty years. He was buried at Twickenham, 
July 13th, 1677. The assiembly of Virginia de- 
dared he had been an excellent and well de* 
serving governor. The following extract from 
his answer, in June 1671, to inquiries of the 
committee for the colonies, is a curious speci- 
men of his loyalty: " We have forty-eight pa- 
rishes, and our ministers are well paid, and by 
my .consent should be better, if they would pray 
oftener and preach less; but as of all other com- 
modities so of this, the worst are sent us, and 
we have few diat we can boast of since the per-» 
secution in Cromwell's tyranny drove divers 
Worthy men hither. Yet I thank God there are 
no free schools, nor printing; and I hope we 
shall not have these hundred years. For learning 
has brought disobedience and heresy and stct3^ 
Y2 
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tttto the worlff, and printing hm (fiiai%ed thenir 
and libela against the best government.'' 

He publi^ed ttte Lost Lady, a tragic-comedy^ 
163^9; jukI a discourse and view of Virginia^ 
16§8. Ameriean Biographtf. 



No. X. 

NoR]ftoR^£ Bereelby, baron de Botetourt^ 
Me of the last governors of Virginia whife a 
^itish colony, obtained the peerage of Bote** 
tonrt in^ the year 1764* In July, 1768, h^ w£» 
appointXMi governor of Virginia, in the place of 
gjsneral Amherst. He died at Williamsburg oi¥ 
tite 15th of Ctetober 1770, in the fifty-third ye» 
^ his age. At his death tlie government, in con^ 
Sequence of the resignation <rf the honouraUe 
John Bltiir, devolved upon the honourable Wifc 
Bam Nekon, until the apppintmeat m Deeem-^ 
ber of lord ITuamore, then governor of Neif 
Tork. 

Lol*d Boletourt seems to have been highly^ 



d by Google 



25» 

artiens to promote the mtere^ts of WrBiam and 
Mary college, were zealous and unremitted. He 
mstitutled an annual contest among the students 
for two elegant golden medals of the value of 
five guineas; one for the best Latin oration on a 
given subject, and' the other for superiority in 
mathematical science. For a long time he sane, 
tioned by his presence morning and evening 
prayers in the college. No company nor avoca- 
tion prevented his attendance on this service. 
He was extremely fond of literary characters. 
No one of this class who had the least claims to 
respect, was ever presented to him without re- 
(leiving his encouragement. 

American Biographj^. 



No. XI. 
R. BfiVKRi^y, a native of Virginia, published 
a history of that colony at London in the year 
1705, m four parts, embracing the first settle- 
ment of Virginia and die government thereof 
to the time when: it was wrxtten; the natural pro- 
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Auctions and conveniences of the country, suited 
to trade and improvement; the native Indians, 
their reii^on, their laws and customs; and the 
Atate of the country, as to the policy of the go- 
vernment and the improvements of the land. 
Another edition was publbhed with Gribelin's 
cuts, 8vo. 1722. This work in the historical 
narration is as concise and unsatisfactory, as the 
history of Slith is prolix and tedious. 



No. XII. 
James Blair, first president of William and 
Mary college, Virginia, and a learned divine, 
was bom and educated in Scodand, where he 
obtamed a benefice in the Episcopal church. 
On account of the unsettled state of religion^ 
which then existed in that kingdom, he quitted 
his preferments and went into England near the 
reign of Charles II. The bishop of London pre- 
vailed on him to go to Virginia as a missi(Miary, 
about the year 1685; and in that colony, by hia 
exemplary conduct and unwearied labours ia 
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"^ilic work of the ministry, he much promoted re- 
ligion and gained to himself esteem ^nd reputa** 
tion. In tte ye^r 1689 he was appointed by thd 
bi^iop ecclesiastical commissary, the highesi 
office in the church which could be given him 
in the proviftpe. This appointment ^d not how- 
ever iiiduce him to relinquish the pastoral office, 
for it was his delight to preach the gospel tiisBl^ 
vation. 

Perceiving that the want Of sdiodis and s^ttl- 
naries for literary and religious induction would 
in a great degree defeat the exertions which 
were making in order to propagate the gospel^ 
he formed the design of establishing a college 
at Williamsburg. For this purpose he solicited 
benefactions in this country, and by direction of 
the assembly made a voyage to England, in the 
year 1691, to obtain the patronage of the go- 
vemment. A charter was procured in this year, 
with liberal endowments, and he was named in 
it the first president; but it does not appear 
that he entered on the duties of his office before 
the year 1729, from which period till 1742, he 
discharged them with faithfuhiess. The college. 
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however, did not flourish very greatly during 
hb presidency, nor for many years afterwanis. 
The wealthy &rmers were in the habit of send^ 
ing their sons to Eurqpe for their education. 
After a life of near sixty yesyrs in the ministry, 
he died in a good old age, on the first of Au- 
gust 1743, and went to enjoy the glory for 
which he was destined. 

Mr. Blair was for some time president of the^ 
council of the colony, and rector of Williams- 
burg. He was a feithful labourer in the vineyard; 
of his master, and an ornament to his professicH^ 
and to the several offices which he sustained. 

He published " Our Saviour's divine sermon 
cm the mount explained, and the practice of it re- 
commci^ed, in divers sermons and discourses," 
4 vols. 8vo. London 1742. This wwk is spoken 
of with high approbation by Dr. Doddridge, and 
by Dr. Williams in his Christian Preacher. 

American Biograph^^ 
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No. XIII. 
John Blair, one of the associate judges of 
the supreme court of the United States, died at 
WilHamsburg in Virginia, on the 31st of August 
1800, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. He was 
a judge of the court of appeals in Virginia, in 
the year 1787, at which time the legislature of 
that state, finding the judiciary system inconve- 
nient, established circuit ^courts, the duties of 
which they directed the judges of the court of 
appeals to perform. These judges, among whose 
names are those of Blair, Pendleton and Wythe, 
remonstrated, and declared the act unconstitu- 
tional. In the same year, 1787, he was a mem- 
ber of the general convention, which formed 
the constitution of the United States. To that 
instrument the names of Blair and Madison are 
affixed as the deputies from Virginia. In Sep- 
tember 1789, when the government which he 
had assisted in establishing had commenced its 
operation, Kb was appointed by Washington an 
associate judge of the supreme court, of which 
John Jay was chief justice. 
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Judge Blair was an amiable, accomplished, 
and truly virtuous man. He discharged with 
ability and integrity the duties of a number of 
the highest and most important trusts; and in 
these, as well as in the several relations erf pri- 
vate life, liis conduct was so upright and blame- 
ks9, diat he seldom or. never lost a friend or 
made afi oiemy. Even calumny, which assailed 
Washington, shrunk from his friend, the unas- 
suming and pious Blair. Through life he in a 
remarkable manner experienced the truth of our 
Saviour's declaration^ "Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth;'* and at death )ie 
illustrated the force of the exclamation, " let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
la3t pT\d be like his." American Biography. 



No. XIV. 

Theoderick Bland, a worthy patriot and 

statesman, was a native of Virginia, and de- 

scended from an ancient and respectable family 

in that state. He M^as bred to the science of 
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physic, but upon the commencement of the re- 
volution he quitted the practice, and took an 
active part in the cause of his country. He soon 
rose to the rank of colonel, and had the com- 
mand of a regiment of dragoons. While in the 
army he frequently signalized himself by bril- 
liant actions. In the year 1779 he was appointed 
to the command of the convention troops at 
Albemarie barracks in Virginia, and continued 
in that situation till some time in 1780, when 
he was elected to a seat in congress. He conti- 
nued in that body three years, the time allowed 
by the confederation. After the expiration of this 
term he again returned to Virginia, and was 
chosen a member of the state legislature. He op- 
posed the adoption of the federal constitution, 
believing it to be repugnant to the interests of 
his country, and was in the minority that voted 
against its ratification. But when it was at length 
adopted, he submitted to the voice of the majo- 
rity. He was chosen to represent the district in 
which he lived, in the first congress under the 
constitution. He died at New York on the 1st 
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of Jane 1790, while attending a sessicm of coQ« 
gressy in the &r^-ni»th year of his age. 

American Biography. 



No. XV. 
EnwAiD Bradjdock, nKjor-geaeral ami 
commander la cfakf of the Britbh fivrccs m 
America, arrived in Vii^inia with two regi- 
ments from Ireland, in February 1755. Tlic 
plan of military operations having been setded 
in April, by a convention of the several govern 
nors at Alexandria, he undertook to conduct in 
person the expedition against Fort Du Quesne. 
Meeting with much delay from the necessi^ of 
opening roads, the gener^ determined to ad- 
vance with rapidity at the head cf twelve hun- 
dred men, leavii^g the heavy Ijiaggage to the care 
of cdonel Dunbar, who was to follow by slow 
and easy marches. He reached the Monongaheb 
on the 8th of July. The succeeding day he ex- 
pected to invest the fort. He accordin^y miade 
his dispositions in the morning. He was advised 
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to advance the provincial con^anics in fixmti for 
the purpose of scouring tibe woods, and disco- 
vering any ambuscade which mig^ be formed fot 
him. But he held both his enemy and the pro- 
vincials in too much contempt to follow this 
salutary counsel. Three hundred British regu- 
lars composed his van, %vhich was suddenly at- 

. tacked, at the distance of about seven nules 
from the fort, by- an invisible enemy, concealed 
by the high grass. The whole army was soon 
thrown into coofiisbn. The brave gei^ral ex- 
erted his utmost powers to form his broken 
troops, under a galling fire, upon the very 
ground where they were first attacked; but his 
efforts were fruitless. With such an enemy, in 

' such a situation, it was necessary to have ad- 
vanced or retreated* All his officers on horse- 
back, except his aid the late general Washing- 
ton, were kilfed; and. after losing three horses, 
he received a mortal wound. 

The defeated army fled precipitately to the 
camp of Dunbar, near forty miles distant, where 
Braddock, who was brought off the ground in a 
tumbril, expired of his wounds. Sixty-four out 
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of cighty.five officers, and about half the pii- 
vates were killed and wounded, making in the 
Avhole about seven hundred men. This disaster 
resulted from the contempt of good advice. 

American Biography, 



No. XVI. 
William Byrd, a native of Virginia, died 
about the middle of the last century. He was 
liberally educated in Great Britmn, and pos- 
sessed a very ample estate. Few persons in 
America ever collected so lar^ and valuable a 
library, as he left. He was a very ardent friend 
to the diffusion of knowledge, and freely c^ned 
hb library to the use of 231 who sought informa- 
tion. Hepubli^ed several small tracts. 

American Biography. 
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N0.XVIL 
George Ca1v£rt> banm of BaltknOre, 
founder of the province of Maryland, was de- 
scended from a noble family in Flanders, and 
was bom at Kipling in Yorkshire, England, in 
the year 1582. After taking bis bachelor's de- 
gree at Trinity cdlege, Oxford, in 1597, he 
travelled over the continetit of Europe* At his 
return to Ei^and, in the be^ning of the reign 
of James L, he was taken into the office of sir 
Robert Cecil, secretary of state, by whose fa- 
vour he was made clerk of the privy council, 
and received the honour of knighthood. In 1619 
he was appointed one of the princifml secretaries 
of state, in the room of sir TlK>mas Lake. H^ 
great knowledge of public business, and his 
diligence and fidelity, conciliated the regaotl of 
the king, who gave him a pensi<m of a thousand 
pounds, out of the customs. 

In the year 1624 be became a Roman catho- 
lic^ and having dkclosed his new principles to 
the king, resigned his office.*He mis cdntimied 
however a member of the privy council, and 
was created baron of Baltimcnfe in the kiqg- 
Z2 
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dom of Ireland in 1625, at which time he re- 
presented the nniversily of (5xford in pallia- 
ment. 

White secretary of state he was constituted, 
by patent, proprietor of the 30Uth-eastem penin- 
sula of Newfoundlwd, which he named the 
province of Avalon. He spent twenty-five tlK>u« 
sand pounds in advancing his plantation, and 
visited it twice in person; but it was so annoyed 
by the French that, though he cmce reputed 
and pwsued their ships and took sixty prisono^, 
he^ was obliged to abandon it. Bekig ^91 in- 
clined to foitn a settlement in America, wUther 
he might retire with his famSy and friends, of 
the same religious principles, he made a visit to 
A^ii^inia, the fertility and advantages <^ which 
province had been highly celebrated, and in 
which he had been interested as one d the ad- 
venture!?. But meeting with to unwelcome re- 
ception on account of his reli^on, and observing 
that the Virginians iMid not extended dieiri^aii- 
tations beyond the Potowmack, he fixed his 
attention upon the territcHy northward of this 
river, and as socm as he returned to Engla^ c^- 
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tained a grant of it from Charles 1$ but owing 
to the tedious forms of public business, before a 
patent was completed, he died at London^^on the 
15di of Apiril 1632, in the fifty.first year of his 
age. After his death the^ patent again was drawn 
in the name of his eldest son, Cecil, who sue 
ceeded to his honmirs, and it passed the seals 
on. thp 20th of June 1632. The country was 
called Maryland, in honour of Henrietta IVfaria,^ 
the queen consort of Charles !• From the great 
precision of this charter, the powers it confers 
&[i the profffietor, and the privileges and ex- 
emptions which it grants to the people, it is 
evident it was written by sir George himself. 
The liberal code of iclig^ous toleration which it 
' established, is very honourable to him, and was 
respected by Ms son, who carried his design 
into executicm. 

Sir George was conspicuous for, his good 
sense and moderation. All parties were pleased 
with him. Not being obstinate in his opinions, 
he took as much pleasure in hearing the senti- 
ments of others, as in delivering his own. In 
his views of establishing forcfign plantation?, he 
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thought that the or^^mal inhabitants, instead of 
being exterminated^ should be converted and 
civilized; that the governors should not be in«> 
terested merchants, but gentlemen not concern- 
ed in trade; and that every one should be left to 
provide for himself by his own industry, with- 
out dependence on a common interest. 

He published Cairmen Funebre in D. Hen. 
Untonum, 1596, Parliamentary Spieeches; va- 
rious letters of state; the Answer oi Tom Tell 
Troth; the Practice of Princes; and the Lamen- 
tation o( the Kirk, 1642. He also wrote some- 
thing respecting Maryland, but it is thought it 
was never printed. American Biography. 



No. XVIII. 
William Darke, a brave officer during 
the American war, was bom in PhHadelphia 
county in the year 1736, and when s^ boy, ac- 
companied his parents to Virginia. In the nine* 
teenth year of his age he joined the army under 
general Braddpck, and shared in the dangers of 
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his defeat, in 1755. In the beginningof the war 
with Great Britain he accepted a captain's com- 
mission, and served with great reputation till 
Ae close of the war, at which time he held the 
rank of major. In 1791 he received from con- 
gress the command of a regiment in the army 
under general St. Clair, and bore a distinguished 
part in the unfortunate battle with the Indians 
oh the 4th of November in the same year. In 
this battle he lost a &vourite son, and narrowly 
escaped with his own life. In his retirement 
during his last years, he enjoyed the confidence 
of the state which had adopted him, and was 
honoured with the rank of major-general of the 
militia. He died at his seat in Jefferson county, 
November 26th, 1801, in the sixty-sixth jrcar 
of his age. American Bhgraphjf. 



No. XIX. - 

William Grays6n, a senator of the United 
States, was a native of the state of Virginia, and 
waQ( appointed a representative to congress from 
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that state jin the yeso* 1784, and continued a 
number of years. In June 1788, he \9W a mem- 
ber of the Virginia convention which was called 
for tihe purpose of considmoig the present con- 
stitution of the United States. In this assembly , 
rendered illustrious by men of the irst tidents, 
he was very conspicuous. His gpnius united 
with the eloquence of Henry, in opposing die 
adoption of the constitution. While he acknow- 
ledged the evils of the dd govemm^it, he was 
afraid tksA the proposed government wcnild des- 
troy the liberty <^ the slates. His principsyi ob^ 
jeetions to it were> that it took from the states 
the scde r^t of direct taxation, wfaieh was the 
highest act of sovereignly; that the fimits be- 
tween the national and state authorities were 
not auffieiendy defined, that they miglrt clash, 
in which case the general government would 
prevail; that there was no provision against rais- 
ing such a navy, as was more than sufficient to 
protect our trade, and thus would excite the 
jealousy of European powers, and lead to war; 
and that there were no adequate checks against 
the abuse of power, especially by ihe president, 
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who was respcmsihle oidy to bis counseikm md 
partners in crime, the meimbers of the sentte. 

After the constitution was adopted, Mr. 
Grayson was appcnnted one of the semitors 
fiom Virginia, in the year 1789; his colleague 
was Richard Henry Lee. He died at Dumfries, 
whither he had come on his way to the con- 
glress, March IStb, 1790, and his remsuns were 
^posked in the &mily vault at the reyerend 
Mr. Spence Grayson^s. 

His great abilities were united wMi unim* 
pes^hed integrity. American Biography. 



No. XX. 

^Richard Henry Lee, president of con- 
gress, was a native of Virginia, and from his 
earliest youth devoted lus talents to the service 
of his country. His public life was distin* 
guished by some remaricsible circumstances>. 
He had the honour of or^nating the first re- 
sistance to British (^pressi(Mi in tihe time of the 
stamp act in 1765. He prc^osed hi die Vir^nia 
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house of bui^sseS) in 1773, the fi»Tnati(xi c^a 
committee of ccOTcspomknce, whose object was 
to dissemloate information, and to kindle the 
flame of liberty throughout the continent. He 
was a member of the: first congress, ^a^it was 
he who proposed and ably su{^ited the mo- 
tion for declaring the colonies fi^e and inde- 
pendent, on the 7th of June, 1776. Afi^ die 
adoption of the articles of the confederaticm, he 
was under the necessity of withdrawing from 
congress, as no representative was aUowed to 
continue in congress more than three years, ki 
any term of six years; but he was re-elected in 
the year 1784, and continued till 1787. It was 
in November 1784, that he was chosen presi- 
dent of congress. When the ccmstitution of the 
United States was submitted t6 the consi^Kfia- 
tion of the public, he contended for the neces- 
sity of amendments, previously to its adoption. 
After .the govenunent was organised, he and 
Mr. Grayson were chosen the first senators 
fi-om Virginia, in the year 1789. This station 
he held till his resignation in 1792, when John 
Taylor was appointed in his place. Mr. Lee 
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died at his srat at CtOaiSSfyf in Westmorelaml 
joomAfy l^rfptmflvai^ 020^' 1194,^ iotliw sixty- 
likiotftwt ofUstia^ He mippcxted^iroughJife 
liir.dianofar^ra ph^vsoj^iir^a'patikii^ and a 
age;. andlie diodas he hi^ IbiDd, fafeasiiig hfe 
txmiitrjr* Tbepctilfon to the kiag^ ^oAick «» 
adopted by tiie:odiigfeis& the ydnr I774> and 
was admiiabljr ivdl drawn up, has beea.g^m- 
jaHy 'at&ibvfted: to life pen. A. lettmv wfaach^be 
.i«nj<e^s^5tDeatiev'i&piMii^ Virgkiia 

CSa^etee df luMsAiy' lat, and the fiidc|»endent 
CSKonidc ofif^ebniary 11^) 177& : 

iHeis supposed: to faa)ite been the a«tlif»rbf 
^^ObserratiensJeadii^ teit fidr exftminatihaiDf 
the system xsCgbmnment pnupd^ed bpthe.^e 
GOtt^enttoi^ lA tellers from the ledbnA&nnerr^D 
Aie repuUican/' * * Ammodn J^ographtfi ' 
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Nb-XXt 
; AftTAua L££, M. D,, minister of die United 
States to the coart of T'ersaiUei, was a native 
of Virgima, and die brother of Ridiard Henijr 
Lee. He wiis educated at die university of Edin^ 
burg, where he. also pursued,^ for some time, tte 
fstudy c^ medicine* On hb return to this coun- 
try^ he practised pl^sic four or five years in 
Williamsbuig. He dxen went to Londcoi, and 
commenced die slud^ of the law in the Temple. 
During his residence ia England he kept h& 
eye on the iheasures of govehimi^nt» and ren- 
dered the most important services to his coun- 
try, by sending to Amerio^.the eariiest iiitetti- 
'igence of the plans of die ministry. When -the 
instructions to governor Bernard were sent over, 
he at the same time communicated information 
to the town c^ Boston respecting the nature of 
them. He returned, it is believed, before 1769, 
for in that year he published the Monitor's Let- 
ters, in vindicaticHi of the colonial rights. In 1 775 
he was in London, as the agent of Virginia; and 
he presented, in August, the second petition of 
congress to the king. AU his exertions were now 
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directed to the good q£ bis country. When Mr. 
Jeffisrson declined the appdntment of ar minis- 
ter to France, Dr« L^e v/98 appointed to his 
jpl^ey an4 he joined hi^ colleagues, Dr. Frank- 
md Mr. Deahe, at Paris, in December 1776. 
}ip assisted innegotiating the treaty with France. 
In the year 1779, he and Mr. Adams, who had 
taken.the place of Deane, were recalled, and 
HXh Fraftklm. was appointed sde minister to 
Frwce. His return had been rendered neces*^ 
$iiiy by the malicious accusations with wfaidi 
P^^ane bad assailedbis public ccmduct 

In the {HTCceding year Deane had left Paris; 
agreeably to an cnrder of congress, and came to 
this country in the same ship with the Frrach 
nttnister Gerard. On his anival, as many sus- 
picions hovered around him, he thought it ne- 
43est^ to repel them, by attacking fte character 
pf hk CQ^ague Dr. Lee. In an inflammatory 
addres$ to the public he vilified him in the 
grosi^t. terais, charging him with obstructing 
the alliance with France,, and disclosing the 
secrets of congress to British jnoblemen. He 
at the same time impeached the conduct of his 
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bcathcr^ Wiffiam Lee^ Esq.^ agent for oss^ 
gpcs» at the eonrts ai Vieana and Beriiiu Dr. 
Lde also was iiot oa verjr good terais with I>r. 
IFHnkBn^ whom he believed to be too lauch 
under the ioflueace of the French eourt. Than 
in Us attachment to.&c interest of his cotmtrjr, 
honest, zeakals, be vma indlined to ({iiestioii 
fte: cdrrectness of aU :^ke cc M nmer c ial irEmsac- 
tibna !m ifbich tUt "philosoi^ier Ind been an* 
gi^aL These dissendohs amoi% the mmiglers 
[kodiiced covrespcndii^ difmions in coi^gitss^ 
and Monsienr Oeiaid 'l^aA^^o &de fn^eift^l6r 
the Sgii% of an »tibassador, as t^'fjftibmt a 
0^^006 ptBTtisQii e€ Deane. Dn £jee htH'teflgjf 
(tiendd hi 'c6ngre$b, but I^. Fvai^^ vfiiom^ 
W%en die former returned to .Aiiljefica ln^«^ 
year 1780, sm^b Was hb integrity,^ Ihtt he iffid 
notfind it H^l^t l« usuistiM imm^ fi)%ht 
t|ie good (^iniMol the pubfic. inll%4bowM 
af^xmted^nie of the oomnussionevs f» hokfog 
a :treaiQr with the indiesis of the ^^ Martians. 
Hb wooDdtngly went 4o I^ai Scfaojrfor, vmd 
executed this* trust in a m^mer wiiich did hhn 
much honbur* In Fdmiarf 1790 he was ad* 
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mitted a counsellor of (he supreme court of the 
United States, by a special order.^ After a short 
Uteess, he died, December l^h^ 1792, at Ur« 
baima, in Middlesex county, Virginia, fie was 
a maa of uniform patriotism, of a sound under- 
standing, c^ great probi^, of plain manners, and 
strong passions. 

During his reddence for a number of years 
in Eojg^md, he was indc&tigable in his exer- 
tions to promote the interests olT his county^. 
To the abiliti^ of a statesman he united the 
acquisitions of a scholar. He was a membipr 
ei t|ie American Philosophical Society. Be- 
sides the Monitor's Letters, writteix in the ye^, 
1769, which have been mentioned, he pub* 
lished/^ Extmets from a letter to congress in 
answer to a libel by Silas Deane," 1780; and 
'^ ObsenraticMis on certain commercial transac- 
ti^oas in France," laid before congre3s 1780. 

American Biography^ 

2 A 2 
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andTpfay^iiSii^'tflUic fiom Eriglmid to Virgkiiii 
ki'titelbrniiB; faxl oi Jim hat century^ His xesi* 
device A^efaiefy atUfbaosifi9.a smidi tows mi 
^ Rappahannock, nbqtxt xvtukpibrw mikft 
from Richmond. He appears to hufffiG beeatm 
nmk pi ^^bsettationi acotpiess^ ami e rt x a t pris c^ 
a^ t^l as kaming^ He was a gre^ hntamsty 
aKdtseems to have paid particubor attentioaria 
the Hybrid productions. He wrote^^inthe year 
I743> the causes of d^.diffo'eot cdoufs oC 
p^le in diffeient cHmates, which ^was^pub^ 
n^h^d in Uie Pfailos(^cd Tinsactioos^ ¥cd«: 
43; He attributes tte ^iflfei-eace: of tbe humaa 
cttnfplexibns to the same causes .which faa{«e 
beM assi^ed t^ the i^verend Dh iSnaddi^ nm^ 
tb)& i^^etiee of dKm^e^mdL^M^ 
he ihwks thftt the wiiiicb ha\^"Al|^BS^^ 
more from the <n1ginal ctnnplexion i^Noah 
and his family, than the Indians or evck ^^' 
groes. The colour of tUe decendants of H?ni, 
^ he considers a blessing, ratker than a cursdV ^ 
without it they could not well inhabit Afric^ 

c , I 
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He also published 9Xi esfky''6n the preparations 
smA ioiN^of tber-varkms kiadsicf' pota^ in' the 
Pl^dtophital Thtnsfiietioas{ VoL 45; a letter 
c«tri^eitiiti^^electrk!il co&»fen' in V ol. ShiatA 
&%isdhl^i^ on the general fttinciplesiif 
bdbmy, tdohh^ desdtlplibns of a number* 
^'kik^ gei^ra ci platrts, 4t0w 1760. It* isr b^' 
IkVed that her tm^ also the «(uthor of the mdp 
of NorAr America^ pubfished in the year 1755, 
Whieh Vas accompanted by a lal-ge pamphlet, 
entitled "The cdntest in America;^* and fol- 
lowed by ancrther, ** Tlie present state of Great 
Britain and America,*^ 1767. His manuscripts 
wi the yellow fever, ar it appeared in Vir- 
ginia in the year 1742, fell into the hands of 
Dn Franklin, by whom they were communi- 
cated to Dr. Rush. 
'^ ' '- Ainetican Biography. • 
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Thomas Nsljjok, governor of Vii|;inia, 
was a disttnguisbed patmt of the revidiitioli^ 
and. uniformly attached to Ubeity« When Vir- 
ginia was threatened to be mad^ the [theatre 
of war, he was appointed general by the leg^ 
hiture, and he took the feld at the head of hk 
cotintrynien. He was chosen govemoi? in the 
year 1781. The officers at the siege of Ycar}i 
witnessed his merit, and his attachment to civil 
religious liberty. He died in Febru^ 1789, 

American Biography. 



No. XXIV. 
Pefton Randolph, first president of con- 
gress, was a native of Virginia, of which colo- 
ny he was attorney-general as early as the year 
1756. In that year he formed a company of a 
hundred gentlemen, who engaged as volunteers 
against the Indians. He was afterwards speaker 
of the house of burgesses. Bebg appointed 
one of the deputies to the first congress, in 
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1774, he was on the 5th of September elected 
its pt^i^dent. He was also chosen president of 
the second congress, May lOtfa, 1775; but on 
the 24di, as he was obl^;ed to return to Vir- 
gkiia, Mr. Hancock was jdaced in the ch^. 
Mr. Randolf^ afterwards took hb seat again 
in congress. He died at Philadelphia of an 
apoplectic fit, October 22d, 1775, aged fi%- 
two years^ American Biography. 
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J. HE following sketch of the ecclesiastical history of 
Yii^ginia, is from the pen of the present learned and 
Venerable president of Hampden Sydney college. I re- 
gret that it did not come to hand in time to be inserted 
in the body of the work. The affairs of the church ipake 
an important part of the history pf most nations, and 
afford no less a subject pf meditation to the^ philosopher, 
than a lesson of instruction to the christian. Religion^ 
unrestrained by law, and untrammelled by superstition, 
promotes the best interests of the government^ and se- 
cures the real happiness of the subject. Its doctrines 
derive not their influence from the aid of civil authority, 
nor can the arm of secular power impede their progress 
or prevent their eflicacy. It belongs to government to 
protect the religion of every sect, without wishing to 
, control the opinions of any. 

2 B 
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Such is the present hsippy state of our country, where 
no mcmopoly of civil rights or religious privikges be- 
longs to any sect, of is the reward of any tenets. Here 
the church may flourish, careless of the flattery of her 
friends, and fearless of the frowns of her enemies. 

May 24tb, 1813. 
Dear Sir, 

In the history of Virginia which you are aboiitto pub- 
lish, a brief sketch of the affairs of the church may, I 
think, witii propriety be allowed a place. And this 
sketch I shall, agreeably to your request, undertake to 
furnish. But so Tcry defective are my materials for a 
work of this nature, that it will not be in my power i« 
do justice to the interesting subject. 

At the flrst settlement of this country by the English, 
the Episcopal church was established by law; and se- 
vere penalties were enacted against non-conforniists to 
the established worship. 

That there is a very intimate connexion between tbe 
civil and religious interests of any government, will 
readily be conceded. The duties which w^ owe to the 
country in which we live, we also owe to God from 
whom we have derived our existence. Nor is it possible 
for any one to conduct himself as it becomes a christian, 
without being at the same time a good citizen of the 
commonwealth. But these great interests ought always 
to be preserved entirely distinct. 

As a sense of religious obligation is eminently condu- 
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chre to th6: weil-6cmg^ otcmhttftittys it is certainly the 
di^ of the civil magistrate to cherish that sense by all 
Bf^means. Bat he has^ n^o right to Select as the fa- 
Bfrbf govctritfeent^mydttnominatlcm of the clergy, 
aril ti> provide feftheif* sup^oi*t at the common expense. 
J^i^fejr less cart he Irave a right to require any one to 
wlq^Hp the Crtiatbr in a way that does not accord with 
t!^; dictates of his oWn conscience. Instead of such in- 
yidfeus distinctions, the civil magistrate ought to be tfie 
coipnon protector of all, without distinction, who dc- 
in^in themselves as good citizens of the commonwealth. 
Aj|ii'such is, at present, the <iase in our highly favoured 
c^hi^try. 

•j^r the American revolution thg Epbcopal establish- 
ilik^^st^as^aboibhed^ atid refigious Hberty suf!ered to re- 
lii^^iipon its own proper base. 

T*^^^ reverse in the state 6f the Episcopal church was, 
{j( ^<iif&rined by a respectable writer of that communion, 
at^^^d with some very serious disadvantages. Wti- 
i^^^ however it will, we have reason to believe, be 
l4^y conducive to the interests of genuine religion. 
Already hate we seen a new and striking proof that the 
gjb^pel of Christ is not (dependent upon the arm of i^v.il. 
government for its support. Truth, when left thu$& ^*" 
to a free and impartial investigation, will, it mzy^di 
sujtt^dV prevail. And now that all just ground ^^'^ij 
and jbj^ousy among the different denominations has been 
remold, it may reasonably be expected that they will 
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follow with more attention and success the things tlat 
make for peace. 

It is not uncommon fpr ecclesiasticfd biatomns io 
obtrude upon the worlds apd that under the imposijag 
name of church history^ a pompous account of the pndf > 
the luxury, and other vices of faithless ecclesiastics, to- 
gcther with the contests and wars wl^ich they are said 
to have engendered or fomented* Th|s however is, ^n 
my opinion, neither candid nor just. In this way many 
groundless prejudices havQ, there is reason to beliexet 
been excited against the. religion of Jesus Christ* Eor 
the faults of real rnemberM the church is indeed accou^tt* 
able. But the crimes of such as are christians onI|f||i 
name^ belong to a .veiy different class*«to the worldj ifed 
not to the church.— The proper subject of churchvjjli^ 
tory is the kingdom of Jesus Christ upon earth, ani^'itbt 
the kingdoms of this world,^ or the lives ,or opinioi^ M^f 
the children of this world, by what name soevec to^y- 
may choose to be distinguished. . .-• 

The earliest authentic account in my possession oftlie 
state of vital piety in our country, is contained in a letler 
from the Rev. Samuel Davis, then minister of the gos^ 
pel at Hanover, to Dr. Bellamy of New England. This 
inS^esting communication is dated June 28th, 175U 
kfilirom it I have taken the liberty to make the foUow* 
mg extrac^^ 

> ^- 
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Rtterend and Dear Sir, 
If the pubKcatioo of tbc nse, progrtss, and present 
sliOation of religion in Virginia mAj not only gratify 
good pe<q>le9 Imt (as you give me treason to hope) ani* 
mate their prayers for us, and encourage preachers to 
c«me into these parts, I should charge myself with a 
ertminal n^lect if I refused to publish the marrellous 
works of the Lord amqng us. I h^>e I may observe 
without the umbrage of calumny, what is but too evident 
among serious people of all denominations among us, 
that religion has been, and in most parts of the colony 
still is, in a very low state. A surprising negligence in 
attending public worship, and an equally surprising 
levity and unconcemedness among those that attend. 
Funily religion a rarity, and a solenm concern about 
eternal things a grnter. Vices of various kinds tri« 
tnniphant, and even a form of godliness not common.<«-» 
But universal &me makes it needless for me to enlarge 
upon this disagreeable subject. Befoi*e the revival in 
1743, there were a few who were awakened, as they 
have told me, either by their own serious reflections, 
suggested and enforced by divine energy, or on reading 
some authors of the last century, particuIaHy Boltmi, 
Baxter, Flavel, Bunyan.— There was one Mr. Samuel 
Morris, who had for some time been very anxious about 
hb own salvatbn^ who alter obtainmg blessed relief in 
Christ, became xeidous for the salvation of his neigh- 
2B2 
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bourt, and'Teiy earnest to use means to awaken them. 
This was the tendency of his conversation; and he also 
read to ^lem such authors as had been most useful to 
himself, particularly Luther on the Galatians, and his 
table discourses, and several pieces of honest Bunyan's. 
By these means some of his neighbours were made 
more thoughtful about their soiils; but the concern was 
not very extensive. I have prevailed on my good frioid 
just now named, who was the principal private instru- 
meiit' of promoting the late work, and therefore well ac- 
quunted with it, to write me a narrative of its rise and 
jMTOgress, aftd tlus, together with what he and others 
have told me, I shall present to you without any mate* 
rial alteralion.— In the year 1740^ Mr. Whhefield had 
preached at William^urg at the invitation of Mr, Blair, 
our late commissary. But we being sixty miles distant 
from Williamsburg, he left the colony before we had an 
opportunity of hearing him. But in the year 1743, a 
young gentleman from Scotlimd had got a book of his 
sermons, preached in Glasgow^ and taken from his 
mouth in short hand, which after I had read with great 
benefit, I invited my neighbour to come and hear it; 
and the plsdnhess and fervency of these discourses being 
attended with the power of the Lord, many were con* 
vinced of their undone ccmdition, and constrained to seek 
deliverance with the greatest solicitude. A considerable 
number met to heur these sermons, every Sabbatfa^'wd 
frequently on week days. The concern of nmot yitts to 
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passioniate^ and violent, Uint ihcf could not avoid crying^ 
out a»i weeping bitterly ^ &c.; and that when such indi^ 
caticms of reUgious concern were so strange and ridicu- 
lous) that they could not be occasicmed by example or 
sympathy} and the affectation (^ them would be so un^^ 
profitable tn instance of hypocrisy, that none cpqld be 
tempted to it. My dwelling house at lei^th was too 
small to contain the peqple, whereupon we determined 
to build a meeting-house, merely for reading. And hav- 
ing never been used to social extempore prayer, none of 
us.dun^ attempt it. By this sbgle mean several^ were 
awakened; and their conduct ever since is a proof of the 
contmuance and happy issue of their impressions. When 
the report vras spread abroad, I was invited to several 
places to read these sermons, at a considerable dhtancie, 
and by this means the concern was propagated* About 
tliia time our absenting ourselves from the established 
church, contrary, as was alleged, to the laws of the land, 
was taken notice of, and we were called upon by the 
court to assign our reasons for it, and to declare what 
denomination we were of. As we knew but little of any 
denonunation o^dissenters, except Quakers, we were at 
a loss what name to assume. At length recollecting that 
Luther was a noted reformer, and that his bool^s had 
been of special service to us, we declared ourselves Lu^ 
tberans; ^tnd thus we continued until Providence sent 
us the Rev. Mr. WUliam Robinson. This Mr. Robinson 
wi^u zealous laborious minister of Christ, who by the 
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ftnniss^ of th« ^^fkfierj took t joumey throui^ 
tile neiRf settlemeilts of PeADSfhrsnia) Virgml% and 
Korth CftToUiuuM^Hb liAwara were extehsiTdy blest*-*- 
On tl^e sixth of Jnly, 174d) ht preeehed Jue Srfkt sermon 
to us from Luke xliL 3^ end conthmed with ns prftachmi^ 
kaxT days saccesurety/ The congregation was lai^ the 
firtft day, and Tastty incrciaHd the thtee enamng, |t is 
hard lor the imagination to form an image of the cbndi* 
Ifeo of the assembly on these glorious days, of the Son 
of Man. Such of us as had been hmigering for the word 
before, were lost m an agreeable surprise and avtonlsh-^ 
ment. We were overwhelmed widi the thou^^s of the 
unexpected goodness of God, in allowing us to hear the 
gospel preacl^ in a manner that surpassed our hopes. 
Many that came through cuiiosity were {^id^ed to the 
heart, and but few in the numerous assemblies on these 
four days app^red unaffected. They returned alarmed 
with apprehensions <yf their dangerous condition^ con* 
tinced of their former entire ignorance of relif^on, and 
anxioutily inquiring what they should do to be saved. And 
Uiere is reason to believe there was as much good done 
by these four sermons, as by all the sermons preached 
m these parts before or dnce. Before Mr. Robhisoa left 
us, he successfutty endeavoured to correct seme of our 
misukes, and to bring us to carry on the worship of €k>d 
more regularly at our meetings. After this we met to 
read good sermons, and began and concluded with prayer 
and sint^ng psalms, which till then we had omlt«e4w 
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The blessing^ of God remarkably attended these more 
private meanv and it was realiy astonishing to observe 
the scflemh impressaons begun or continued in many by 
hesffklg good (Mscourses read. Soon after Mr. Robinson' 
left us, Mr. John Blair paid us a visit, and truly he came 
to us in the fulness of the ^spel of Christ. Former im- 
presskms were refined, and new ones made on many' 
hearts. One night in particular a whole houseful of peo- 
ple were quite overcome with the power of the word, 
particularly of one pungent sentence. 

Some time after this the Rev. Mr. Roan Was sent ui 
by the presbytery of Newcastle. He continued with us 
longer than any of the former, and the happy effects of 
his ministrations are stiU ap);>arent. He was instrumental 
in beginning and promoting a religious concern in seve- 
ral places where there was little appearance of it before. 
This, together with his speaking pretty freely about the 
degeneracy of the clergy in this colony, gave a general 
alarm, and some measures were concerted to suppress 
us. To incense the indignation of the government the 
m6te, a perfidious wretch deposed that he heard Mr. 
Ros^' utter blasphemous expressions in his serihons. An 
indictment was therefore drawn up against Mr. Roan 
(though by that time he had departed) and some who 
had invited him to preach at their houses were cited to 
appear before the general court, and two of them were 
fined. Six witnesses were cited to prove the indictment 
agdnst Mr. Roan, but their depositions were in his 
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faroiir. Aim} tb« witoest n^o accused llif» of biaspkeiuy, 
'wlkeo he.^eajFd (tf the iMfriyal id Messrs. Temiest and 
EinleytSed, fuidih«» nol retsipn^i^incfiy sathat^ibe kn 
4t^yiifent ' wf^ 4fQ|q>ed* But I> h«i reaaonto fe^ bektg^ 
l^f^^s^ied ^om the colony r^usd aI^ ciitctiBMAaiices aeeniMi 
10 .thi^tesi th^: extiiipaijim.^ jreUg^cm atooi^g^ the Mm^ 
seeders in these parts. luthi^se (tifficidUes^ haviBg: iw 
pei^son of a pub^c dK^racter.jfeo appeairifv o«r &v€»rvi«e 
w^rer deiemiae^, to acqu^nt tbj$ sytnod of New^ Yoffc 
vrith our case. Accoi^diHfig))^ §om of us vent to thesj^nod^ 
May 174^ when, t^^4x)Pd:ft^©iiifed^itswHb sneoessfr %c 
synod drew up an,a4dre8f to^onr gpyeru^Vi the hooac^ra* 
hie ^ir WxlUam ^oach, and s«^^ with ^/kur»^ Tenneitt 
andEinley^ who w«po ir^c^jj<|T.by the gotvarodc wetfe 
respect, and had liberty{ granted them to firea^kitoong 
us. By thise means the, di*eadful cloud was sqaUeredfi»r 9l 
whUe» and pur languid hl^Res reviyed. Tk9f eoatinuisd 
with u& about a week^ and'though the dekrgjp of p^sston 
in which we were at first overwhelmed, waa^hythis ti»e: 
somewhat abated^ yet ^ much good was done by fheir 
ministry. The people of Qod were refreshed^ a^id aeTevalt 
cacelesa sinners were awakened. S<»ae th^ h^tniitedf 
before in their moral conduct) smd r€^igiotts>dutie%were 
t:onvinced of the depravity of their naUirei and the i|e* 
c^sity o£ r^genei*ation, though indeed there w^re but 
few i^nregenerate persons among us at that timet that 
could claim so regular a character, the most part in^ 
^Iging themselves in criminal llberti|{S> being rem»is 
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in the^odcsxif orftligion, whkb* -^lasi is too commonlf 
die cft^e :still ui such parts of rthe colony 4is .the li^e re- 
vival didnot^Ktend to. After tfaev left us we continued 
Tactnt ^Eira con^denddo tunO) and kept ^p our meetings 
Jar reading and prayer in leveral prla(ces^«nd the Lord 
■Savoured tts wi^ his presence, i was ^ag^in repeatedly 
presented and. fined in court for absenting myscM ffsom 
c^KUTchi tuid hddmg tidlawful meetings^ as they itere 
called;:butthftlMaflh£otn*ishediflthe flames* The next 
ihat were appointed to supply us^^ere the Rev. Messrs. 
WiUiasn Tennent and Samuel Bkdr. They mfaniniBtered 
Use Lord's.a«pper among us; and we have reason to re- 
memher It .as Aniost glonous day of the Son of Man* 
The ftsoembly was largcy and the noveky of the manner 
of the administraiton did peculiarly engage the attention. 
It appeared as one of the days of heaven to some '6f us; 
and we could hardly hdp wishing we could, with Joshua, 
iiatetkiayed the revolutions of the heavens, to prolong 
It. After Messrs. Tennent and Blair were gOQe, Mr. 
Whitefteldcame and preached ibrJUS'£ve days, which 
was the happy means of giving <us farther oicoi^^age- 
ment s^ mgaging others to the Lord, especiaUy among 
the chuireh people, who received the gospel more readily 
from him than firom ministers of the presbyterian deno- 
minatioti. After his ^parture we were destitute of a 
minister, and followed our usual method of reading and 
prayer at our meetings, till the Rev. Mr^ Davis, our pre- 
sent pastor, was sent us by the presbytery, to supply us 
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a few weeks in the spring of 1747| when our discourage- 
ments from the goreminent were renewed and mold- 
plied; for upon a Lord's day a proclamation was set up 
at bur meeting-house, strictly requiring all magistrates 
to suppress and prohibit, as hr as they lawfully could, 
all itinerant preachers, Sec, which occasioned us to for- 
bear reading that day, until we had time to deliberate 
and consult what was expedient to do. But how joyfully 
:were We'surpris6d before the next Sabbadi; we unex- 
pectedly heard that Mr* Davis was come to preach so 
Jong among us, and especially that he had qualified him- 
sdf.according to law, and obtained the licensing of four 
.mcieting houses among us, which had never been done 
before. Thus, men's extremity is the Lord's opportunity. 
For this seasonable interposition of Divine Providence, 
we ^sire to o0er our grateful praises, and we impor- 
tune the friends of Zion to ecmcur with us. 

Thus far Mn Morris's narrative. Thexk the Rev. Mr. 
Davis proceeds to give account of the state of their af- 
tsars since he dame among them, in April, 1747. 
. Upon my arriv!al, I petitioned the general court to 
grant me a license to dfficiate in and about Hanover, at 
four meeting-houses, which after some delay /was grant- 
ed,.on.my qualifying according to the act of toleraticm. I 
preached frequently in Hanover and some of the adja- 
cent counties, and though the fervor of the late work 
was ccHisiderably abated, and my labours were not bless- 
ed with success equal to those of my brethren, yet I 
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have reaaon to hope they were of service in several in- 
stances. The importunities they used with me to settle 
with them were invincU}le, and upon my departure they 
sent a call for me to the presbytery. 

Aiber I returned from Virginia, I spent near a year 
under meUmcholy and consumptive languisbments» ex« 
pecting death. In the spring of 1748, 1 began slowly to 
recover, though I then looked upon it only as the inter- 
mission of a disorder that would finally prove morul. But 
upon the arrival of a messenger from Hanover, I put my 
Ufe in my hand, and determined to accept of their call, 
hoping that I might live to prepare the way for some 
more useful successor, and willing to expire under the 
fatigues of duty rather than in voluntary negligence. 
The honourable sir William Gooch, our late governor, 
always discovered a ready disposition to allow us all 
claimable privileges, and the greatest aversion to perse- 
cuting measures; but considering the shocking reports 
spread abroad concerning us by officious malignants, it 
was no great wonder that the council discovered conside- 
rable reluctance to tolerate us. Had it not been for this, I 
persuade myself they would have shown themselves the 
guardians of our legal privileges, as well as generous 
patiiots to their country, which is the general character 
given of them. 

My congregation is very much dispersed. Were they 
all compactly situate in one county, they would be sufii« 
cient for three congregations. Many of the church people 
2C 
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also attend. This I looked upon at first as mere curjoaity 
after novelty, but as it continues, and in some places 
seems to increase, I cannot but look upon it as a happy 
tokeu of their being at length thoroughly engaged* And 
I have the greater reason to hope so now^as experience 
has confirmed my former hopes; fifty or sixty Sinailies 
having thus been happily entangled in the net of the 
gospel by their own curiosity, or some such motive. 
There are about three hundred communicants in my 
congregaUon, of whom the greatest number are, in the 
judgment of rational charity, real Christians. Besides 
some, who, through excessive scrupulousness, do not 
seek admission to the Lord's Table« There is also a 
number of negroes. Sometimes I see an hundred and 
more among my hearers. I have had as satisfying evi- 
dences of the sincere piety of severals of them, as ever 
I had from any person in my life; and their artless um- 
plicity, their passionate aspirations after Christ, their in- 
cessant endeavours to know and do the will of God, have 
charmed me. But alas! while my charge is so extensive 
I cannot take sufficient pains with them for their in- 
struction, which often oppresses my heart. There tiave 
been instances of unhappy apostacy among us, but bless- 
ed be God, not many in proportion to the number brought 
under concern. At present there are few under promis- 
ing impressions, but, in general a lamentable security 
prevails. Oh for a little reviving in our bondage! 
I might have given you a particular account of the 
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conversion of some persons here^ as indeed thero are 
some uncommon instances of it; but I shall only ob- 
senre in general, that abstracting from particular cir^ 
cumstances, the work of conversion has been carried on 
in such steps as are described by experimental divines, 
as Allein, Shepherd, Stoddard, Flavel, &c. And nothing 
confirms me more in the truth of their o|union concern- 
ing experimental piety, than this agreement and unifor- 
mity as to the substance, in the exercises of those who 
«an make the fairest claim to saving grace. 

There is one Isaac Oliver here, whose history, could 
I write it intelligibly to you, would be very entertsdning. 
He has been deaf and dumb from his birth, and yet I 
have the utmost reason to believe he is truly gracious, 
tmd also acquainted with most of the doctrines, and 
many of the historical facts of the Bible. I have seen 
him represent the crucifixion of Christ in such signifi- 
cant signs, that I could not but understand them. I have 
seen him converse in signs about the love and sufferings 
of Christ, till he has been transported into earnestness^ 
and dissolved in tears. 

Thus, dear sir, I have given you a brief account of 
what I am persuaded you will readily own to be a 
work of the Lord. We claim no infallibility, but we 
must not fall into scepticism. If we could form no judg* 
ment of such a Work, why should we pretend to promote 
the conversion of men, if we cannot have a satisfying 
knowledge of it when it appears. Indeed the eviden.ce of 
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its divinity here is so irresistible, that it has extorted 
an acknowledgment from some, from whom it would 
scarcely have been suspected. Were you, sir, a narrow 
bigot, you would, no doubt, rejoice to hear that there 
are now some hundreds of dissenters in a place, where, 
a few years ago there were not ten; but I assure myself 
of your congratulations on a nobler account, because a 
considerable number of perishing sinners is gained to 
the blessed Redeemer, with whom, though you may 
never see them here, you may spend a blissful eternity. 
After all, poor Virginia demands your compassion, for 
religion at present is but like the cloud which Elijah's 
servant saw. Oh that it may spread and cover the land. 

On the west side of the Blue Ridge, a large proportloa 
of the first settlers were dissenters. Nor did they, as far 
as I can learn, ever meet with any serious obstructions 
from government. The Rev. Messrs. John Hoge, Mm 
Craig, and John Brown were, I think, the first Presbyte* 
jian ministers wlio settled there. You do not however, I 
beliete, either expect or wish firom me a detail of the 
churches of this description with an account of the state 
of religion in each. 

About twenty-five years ago, there was among the 
churches of that denomination, a very ccmsiden^le re« 
vival, the fruits of which are -still tisible in oor country. 
In promoting this woi^, Mr. John Smith, in whose 
charge it is said to have taken its rise, was the most 
distinguished instrument* Mr. William Graham also> 
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with several others still living, laboured with good suc- 
cess in this great harvest. 

It is, vre have reason to conclude, seldom, if ever, the 
case that the gospel of Christ is faithfully preached in 
vain. It is, however, too common for preachers, and the 
pec^le committed to their care, to sink into a state of 
very culpable remissness. And such, in many instances^ 
appears to have been the case with the Presbyterian 
churches in Virginia, for some time previous to the pe- 
riod just mentioned. But then the scene was happily re- 
versed. The importance of everlasting realities was 
deeply felt both by preachers and hearers. Sinners were 
convinced of their guilt and danger. And slumbering 
Christians were awakened, revived, and comforted* The 
assemblies for public worship were large, attentive and 
solemn. Nor was it uncommon for the tokens of the divine 
presence to be so evident as to extort from some of th^ 
most obstinate gainsayers, the ingenuous acknowledge 
ment, ^^God b in this place, and I know it not.'' In Cum« 
berland. Prince Edward, Charlotte and Bedford, a great 
reformation wa^ in a short time effected. Nor was this 
good work confined to the counties on the east side of 
the Blue Ridge. It was not long before Mr. Grahamji 
having heard a favourable account of it, undertook a 
journey to Prince Edward, accompanied by a number of 
his young people that they might be spectators of th^ 
gracious visitation. And they were, I believe, more than 
spectators. Mr. Graham returned to his sacred charge., 
2C2 
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full in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Chrisit. 
And the general assembly's theological professor, witK 
several others of the youth in company, returned with a 
firm determination to seek first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness. When the celebrated Dr. Bu- 
chanan, author of Christian researches in Asia, first 
heard the pious Mr. John Newlon preach, he was led 
to conclude, '^ This man has something which I want" 
And such I have been assured, was the impression 
which was made upon a number of Mr. Graham's sacred 
charge, upon hearing him relate what he had seen in 
Prince Edward. Nor was it long before a happy change 
was observed in the religious state of that people and 
several neighbouring congregations. In the counties of 
Frederick, Berkley and Jefferson, also, considerable ad- 
ditions were made to the church. There were indeed, I 
believe, few, if any, Presbyterian congregations in our 
state, where this revival did not in a greater or less de^ 
gree prevail. 

At a Synodical meeting at Lexington, in the year 
1802, the word of the gospel was attended with more 
than ordinary efficacy. And this solemn occaiuon was 
succeeded by considerable additions to the churches of 
Kockbridge and Augusta. And would my limits admit 
of it, other instances of a similar nature, and of a more 
recent date, might be mentioned. Nor has the Episcopal 
church been altogether destitute of successful labourers 
in the vineyard of Jesus Christ. Mr. Whitefield's visit 
to this country has been already mentioned. And the Rev. 
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Messrs. Devereaux, Jarratt, and Archibald M<Robert,* 
ai*e entitled in this view to very respectful notice^ as 
vrill appear from the following extracts, from the life of 
the former. 

« The genuine doctrines of the gospel, when preached 
in due order, and inculcated with any just degree of anima- 
tion and pathosy seldom £Eitl in producing good effects, 
more or less. I had the exquisite pleasure of seeing this 
realized among the people of my charge, before I had 
laboured very long. The religious concern among the 
people of Bath, soon enlarged the. bounds of my labours. 
Such a work could not be confined to a corner. It gives 
me pleasure now to review these happy times, anrf"the 
many precious reviving seasons, when the spirit was 
poured out from on high, and such a number of souls 
was gathered into the fold of the Great Sheperd. Seve- 
ral such seasons took place between the years 1764 and 
1772. In the course of these years a gi'eat many souls 
were, in the judgment of charity, savingly converted to 
God, and obtained remission of sins by faith in Jesua 
Christ. Thus commenced the enlargement of my bounds 
of preaching, which in process of time extended to the 
circle of five or six hundred miles east, west, north, and 
south. 

^ It has been intimated already, that at my first set- 
tlement in this pansh, I knew of no minbter of the 

% ' 
* Mr. Holt abo, it is probable, ought to be added to this cata- 

logue^ but I am not ncquMnted with his history. 
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established church, \9ho was like roinded with myself} 
respecting the doctines I preached, and my manner of 
preaching them. I stood alone for some time. But in a 
>few years I became acquainted wiih a neighbouring 
clergyman,* in whom some good thing was found. He 
had great gifts for the pulpit, and spoke wixh a degree 
animation very unusual in his time. 

<^ In him I found a dear brother, and a faithful fellow- 
labourer in the Lord. We frequently travelled together, 
and preached in each other's churches, especially on 
sacramental occasions. Our joint labours on these and 
many other occasions, I trust, were not in vain in the 
Lord. 

^< Religion revived on all hands and spread abundantly. 
The number of communicants increased to nine hundred 
or one thousand."t 

As the Baptists and Methodists have puWishcd to the 
world, histories of their respective churches, it may be 
sufficient in this place just to acknowledge their im- 
portant services in the cause of genuine religi<^. Of 
them it may be truly affirmed that they have gone out 
in the highways and hedges, and compelled many a 
profligate transgressor to come into the fold of Christ, 

From this review, we are naturally led to conclude, 
that God is not a respecter of persons or denominations, 
as the bigots of all parties are apt to suppose. No: whe* 

* Mr. M'Robert 

t See Jarratt^s Life, p. 90—102. 
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ther we offer i^ our homage to the ,€rreat Creator and 
Governor of the universe by a form, or without a fcHrm, 
as the spirit helpeth our infirmities; whether we devote 
our infant offspring to God in the ordinance of baptism, 
or only in the way of prayer imd supplication; whether 
we believe in the doctrine of predestination without hav- 
ing it in our power to comprehend that doctrine, or set 
ourselves in opposition to it, without any very distinct 
conceptions of what it is we oppose; and whatever form 
of church government we prefer, Episcopal, Presbyte- 
rian, or Congregational; — ^in all these cases, the doc- 
trines of the ci*oss, when faithfully preached, become the . 
power of God, and the wisdom of God to the salvation 
of perishing sinners. 

Upon the whole, notwithstanding the strenuous oppo- 
sition which has lately been made to the gospel of Christ 
and the powerful obstructions it has still to meet, I am 
disposed to consider the great interests of vital piety in 
a progressive state in our country. And when party zeal 
and unprofitable disputations about the circumstantials 
of religion shall cease to molest the peace of the church; 
when antinomial licentiousness on the one hand, and 
Pharisaic self-righteousness on the other, shall give 
place to a faith that worketh by love; when professors of 
the Christian faith shall no longer mistake the fervors 
of a heated imagination, or the cold and heartless suf- 
frages of the understanding in favour of religion, for 
vital piety; when, instead of misrepresenting the doc- 
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trines and depreciating the characters of one another, 
they shall honestly endeavour to preserve the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace: — In a word, when the dif- 
ferent denominations shall employ as much zeal und 
union of exertion to promote the great interests of 
genuine religion, as its opponents do to obstruct its pro- 
gress, then may we confidently expect to see much bet- 
ter times in the churches of Virginia. 



FINIS. 
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